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I WILL not dwell upon the public events whieh 
immediately succeeded my return to Paris, nor 
notice many of the pleasant evenings I passed 
at the splendid fStes of the Dachess d'Estampes 
and Diana de Poitiers ; but I cannot here 
refrain from saying a few words of a visit of 
two days which I pwd by special invitation 
to the former favourite at her country house, 
VOL. in. , B 



D,l.z.:;,C.OOylc 

250130 



during the period of ber great affliction. 
Her gaiety and pride were eveB then con- 
siderably humbled, in consequence of the de- 
clining state of the health of Francis, who 
had established his remdence at Ramboiullet, 
whence there was every reason to apprehend he 
would never remove alive. 

She seemed to take no pleasure in any thing 
but muMC ; and I endeavoured to sooth her with 
my voice and my instrument to the best of my 
power. But even mnsic could not withdraw 
her mind from the painful thoughts which oc- 
cupied it, and she would often break forth into 
half frantic exclamations of" O Jesu ! My Qod, 
my God ! can nothing afford him solace ? take 
my wealth ; take my life ; but let my last look 
be blessed with a healthful smile from the lipe 
of my royal love — Where are the doctors ; and 
where is their boasted medical skill ? Is there 
none in all the world who can give my hero 
relief?" 

Exhausted, the duchess would then sink back 
in her chair, placing her finger upon her lips and 
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commanding silence, in order &at she mig^ht 
catch the first sonnd of the arrival of the 
couriers who came and went incessantly to bring: 
her news of the actual state of the king, I 
kfl her at the end of the second day, feeling 
sincere sympathy for iier, eren in her weakness. 
Shortly after this snmmons to the Duchess 
d'Estampes, I was invited by Diana of Poitiers 
to her <^teau of Anet, which nnqnestionably, 
at this time, presented a scene that after all I 
have witnessed, has never been surpassed, t^ my 
mind, in external magnificence and internal 
splendour. Every apartment one entered 
seemed to excel the others ; but so tastefully di- 
versified were the ornaments, that the next one 
seemed to present some fresh canse of wonder 
and admiration. The richest and most beantiful 
tapestry, fnmitore of ivory and ebony inlaid 
with silver ; calnnets of gold, silver, onyx, jasper, 
and tlie rarest stones, were spread in profusicm; 
exquisite pictures and splendid mirrors, framed in 
silver, decorated the walls; and the choicest 
bronzes and carvings from the chisels of the 
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greatest sculptors of Italy met the eye &t erery 
turn. In alofty gothic gallery were displayed in, 
perfect symmetry the finest inlaid and polished 
soils of mail, modem as well as ancient, col- 
lected at an enormons expense in every Euro- 
peon and Asiatic country. Flowers of the 
rarest deso^ption, decorated the rooms ; and 
birds of the most brilliant plumage and melo- 
dious song were gathered in gilded aviaries. 
The surrounding gardens, displayed the same 
lustre and the same magnificence. At every 
step grottoes, temples, baths, constructed of the 
purest marble and supplied by limpid currents 
of water, cbaumieres — in short everything that 
could please the eye or soothe the ear — pre- 
sented themselves. 

I found with the fair owner, the old Marshal 
Montmorency, and a few select friends, who 
were honoured by invitations during the ab- 
sence of the dauphin Henry, whose attendance 
upon his declining parent prevented the possi- 
bility of his lingering where he was but too 
much inclined to pass all his time. After my 
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first velcome, which was moat kind, Diana of 
Poilaers, with considerable feeling, besonght me 
to tell her sometlung of the state of the Dnchesa 
d'Eet&mpes, with whom she was well aware I 
had been lately staying. In reply, I related 
fiuthfnlly all I had remarked dnring my visit ; 
and the effect upon Diana herself could not bat 
ruse her high in my esteem. Instead of mani- 
feBtii^ any triumphant feelings over her riral, 
in consequence of the dangerous state of the 
king, she gave way to a flood of tears, and 
with clasped hands solemnly protested that &r 
from indulg^g arrogant eatis&ction in conse- 
quence of the dauphin's expected acces^on to 
the throne, she would joyiiilly eontintie to en- 
counter all that the most Bcrimonious rivalry 
could inflict, so that Frauds the First might be 
rest(ved in health to his adoring people. I 
feel sure, &om her whole look, and manner that 
these noble and generous words had th^r source 
in the heart ; and they struck me the more when 
I recollected the never ending declarations of 
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hostility ottered by the Duchess d'Eetampes, 
doru^ the pl^iitadeof ber power and iaflnence. 
A little cireamBtance which occoired during 
this Twt tended to ingratiBte me greatly with 
Diana of Poitiers. The morning aft«- my ar- 
riral I aco(»npanied the porreyor, who was en- 
trusted with the task of embeUishing the 
grounds of Anet, to view the whole of the ex- 
tensive parh, and at acme little distance we 
came eoddenly npon a beautiiul spot emboeomed 
in trees, where a fountain of the most limpid 
water sprang £-om the grooad below a hank, 
formed -a shallow pool o£ considfflable extent is 
ihe clear sand, and then flowed away in a dano* 
jug rivulet. It stmok me that it was precisely 
the place for the eveotion of a bath ; and taking 
out my writing materials which I generally 
carried with me, I skdxihed oat the plan and 
elevation. The purv^orwas delighted with the 
thtHight ; and having full powers to act, he had 
before Uie evening a host of workmen busy oa 
the spot. I forget how many days it took to 
complete ; but I know th^ the rapidity with 
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which the work proceeded vas actually mar- 
vellouB. Loads of costly ahells, masses of rock, 
and slabs of marble were brought from Paris ; 
and a building, consiatiiig of six rooms, namely 
three baths and three dressing rooms, rose as if 
by magic. I went every day to see the progress, 
and was consulted opon every point as it went 
on ; but I had no idea that the purveyor would 
attribute to me all the merit of the work, whidi 
howeT«* he very liberally did, when he brought 
his feir mistress to see it, very nearly com- 
pleted. Diana was enchanted with the whole 
bnildmg, and laughingly said that it only 
wanted a motto over the entrance in some 
fbreiga language to give it an tur of mystery. 
I am certainly no great adept in English com- 
position ; but as I have sEud before I had read a 
great deal of poetry in that language ; and I 
determined to try if I could not produce a 
conplet which would answer the purpose. I 
had some diiBculty in pleadng myself, but at 
last I wrote 
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" Thti grot, to Dion, loUce iweet iinparti. 
Grown faint nith akughtering bo many lurta." 

My beautiful hostess, though she did not an- 
deretand much Eiiglbh, was well pleased at the 
two Terses as soon as she heard them ; but she 
was delighted when I expluned to her, that, ac- 
cording to the Knglish pronunciation, the word 
Hart, a stag, by the addition of an e, but 
without any change of sound, signified a human 
heart. She ordered the motto to be engraTed 
immediately above the entrance of the grotto 
in andent characters, and before I left Anet 
insisted upon my accepting the beautiful neck 
chain of amethyst and gold, which I keep in 
the little mother of pearl casket. Some time 
after, I found, she showed the bath and its motto 
to the dauphin, who was so pleased with the 
whole dmgn that he sent me a very costly 
ring. 1 staid for nearly ten days at the chateau, 
and was every hoar more and more enchanted 
with the gentleness, courtesy, and kindness of 
its lovely misti-ess. Gaiety there was none, it 
is true, for the state of the king's health for- 
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bade ererTthing like mainiiient ; but ealm and 
quiet amuBement was nerer wanting, for there 
was an excellent library and some admirable 
pictures by Raphael, Andrea del Sarto, Leo- 
nardo da Vinci and others, including Correggio, 
Albert Durer, and Holbein. 

The rapid prepress of the kbg's malady 
howerer, and the seriouB apprehensionB which 
began to be entertained of hia speedy demise, 
caused the party to separate sooner than they 
otherwise might have done ; and I returned to 
Paris with the feelings of one quitting the 
garden of Eden for the rough paths of a thorny 
and perilous world. 
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Thb weather, which had been beantiiul -Ahile 
I was at Anet, changed the day after my return 
to Paris; and the whole of the gay popidation 
of the capital seemed to feel the depressing 
influence of the cold and cutting March winds 
which succeeded. A white filmy haze drifted 
along the Seine ; the people shirered as if it 
were winter, and perhaps felt the inflaence of 
the raw biting weather the more &om the early 
and unnatural beat which had preceded it. 
It ia not possible to describe the gloom which 



;,■ Google 



the Btate of the king's health cast OTer the 
population. Whatever faults he had were 
forgotten, and one would have supposed the 
whole deetiuiee of France were involred in the 
fiite of the monarch : sach was the sort of 
feverish anxiety which reigned in every breast 
for news from Bambouillet. On the morning 
of the 13th of March, everything was changed 
to smiles and hopes, for inteUigence had ar- 
rived that francis had passed a very good 
night, and seemed quite revived and cheerful. 
This joy however was of short duration ; for on 
the following day the tolling of innumerable 
bells from every church throughout the capital 
announced to the population that France had 
lost her king. Sorrow and consternation ap- 
peared in every countenance one met. It 
seemed as if the people had lost a father ; and 
some obstinately refused to believe the tidings 
till Uiey bad seen the public announcement of 
the monarch's death. 

There were people in Paris, as there are in 
every kingdom, and in every capital, who think 
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12 RIZZIO. 

that wisdom coneiste in seeing evils, and who 
consequently are sure to see them where they 
do not exist. These gentry affected to pity the 
new king as much as grieve for his lather, and 
shook the wise head, declaring that the trea- 
sury would be found in an awfol state, and 
pointing out the enormous expenses of the late 
monarch, both in patronising the arts and in 
less meritorious indulgences. What was their 
astonishment, not to say mortification, on dia- 
coTering that Francis during his last illness 
had employed himself sedulously in bringing 
both his public and private accounts into order, 
that he had called in vast same of money long 
due to the crown, had piud every debt to the 
last denier, and had left the treasury over- 
sowing. The economy of his latter days had 
more than made up for the prodigality of his 
youth ; and it was found that he had re- 
vived letters, patronised the arte, and had 
given the French people a taste for something 
better than the mere sports of the field or the 
occupations of the camp, without burdening 
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the people or extiausting tbe exchequer. The 
most sumptuous preparations were made for 
his funeral, and nothing could exceed the page- 
antry or the solemnity of the scene which I 
witnessed while the body lay in state at Bam- 
bouiUet. A hundred candelsbras, ten feet 
high, were placed in four rows round the 
corpse, bearing yellow wax Ugfats of the thick- 
ness of a man's arm. Ten thousand wax tapers 
burned night and day. Five hundred attend- 
ants waited in the rooms, and never quitted 
them but to be relieved by the same number. 
Every hour a freeh body of monks or nuns 
presented themselves to sing a requiem ; and 
when the corpse was removed to the abbey of 
St. Denis, the fiineral train covered more tlian 
a lef^ue of ground. The ecclesiastics of every 
parish in the capital attended the funeral. The 
religious sisterhoods and the various orders of 
monks followed. All the companies of the 
city took part in the melancholy procession ; 
and the whole were mingled with bands of 
soldiery with the companies of archers and 
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cross-bowmen, and l&i^ bodies of men at 
arms. Tlie colour of the monming was 
yellow, and tlie banners of the trades, the 
weapons of the soldiers, and the inBtruments 
(^ the musicians were oil decorated with ulk 
or velvet of the same hoe. 

I will only bo &r dwell npon the funeral 
eeremomes which took place at St. Denis as to 
say that the music was most magnificent. Not 
even in .the chapel of the pope have I heard 
better, and many, whose eyes were but little 
accustomed to tears, wept plentiMly, moved 
by the solemn and melancholy sounds they 
beard. 

In the strange world we hve in, mirth and 
sadness are ever side by side; and even so 
gloomy an occasion as the death of a great 
king was not without ite jest. Happily how- 
ever the jest had the effect of averting some 
serious realities, which might have proved very 
unpleasant at the commencement of a new 
reign. The occasion was this. One of the 
most learned and most extraordinary men of 
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France, named Peter Castelan, Bishop of 
Macon, was appointed to prononnce an eolo- 
^sHe oration upon the deceased monarch. 
Now Castehin had gone through Tarions dif- 
ferent grades of society and changes of occu- 
pation. He had been a professor in Snr- 
gundy, and after that had acted as corrector of 
the press to one of the first established printing 
houses at Bale. Thence he had gone to Rome 
in the capacity of an envoy's secretary. He 
had passed some time in the island of Cyprus, 
some say as a schoolmaster, and thence had 
removed to Grand Cairo as a broker, afW 
which he was successirely a dragoman at Con- 
stantinople, and reader and librarian to the 
King of Prance, who thenceforth not only 
patronized him, bat heard his counsels, and 
often followed them. It was natural that the 
good man should be somewhat extrav^^t 
in his panegyric, and amongst other somewhat 
overchai^ed pnuses, he said that the death of 
Francis had been so pious, he doubted not his 
soul had taken flight stnught to Paradise with* 



; C.pogic 



16 RIZZIO. 

out the necessity of being purified by the fires 
of pui^tory. 

Some of his auditors were extremdy shocked 
at this Kssertion, and well they might, for it 
would be exceeding detrimental to the Romish 
chorch, if even the spirits of kings could find 
such a short cat to Paradise. They accused 
the bbhop to the university, who determined 
that the doctrine was heretical, and named a. 
deputation to complain to the new king, and 
require that Castelan should be giren up to 
punishment. The king was saved from a very 
embarrassing situation by the address of John 
Mendoza, a Spaniard, who had been long in 
the service of France, and was actually first 
Maitre d'Hotel to Henry himself. This gentle- 
man, iamous for his bo/is mots, was appointed 
to receive and entertam the deputation fi-om . 
the university when it presented itself, before it 
was admitted to the king. Mendoza com- 
menced by feasting the learned doctors, and 
then when they were in a more cheeriul mood, 
observed: 
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*' I think I know what you come here for 
gentlemen. It is to dispute with the good 
BiBhop of Macon, in what place may be, at this 
present, the soul ot uor tate excellent master. 
I knew him better than any man in the world ; 
and if you will believe me, he was not the sort 
of person to stop long in any place whatsoever, 
even if he found himself at bis ease there. 
Thus, depend upon it, if he did go to purga- 
tory, he did not stay there, but at the most 
took a glass of wine in passing, as was his 
custom." 

Bidicule can do almost any thing in France, 
and that which was very likely to become a 
dangerous religious dispute, was crushed at 
once by a jest. The doctors found th^ w&e 
only sure to be laughed at, and one heard no 
more of the Bishop of Macon's heresy. 

I of course attended the funeral of the de- 
ceased monarch, witnessed the tears that were 
shed, and the grief, I truly believe sincere, of 
his son, Henry II. But at fhe very time I 
knew, that, though bis loss might be deplored, 
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his last eonnsels would certainly not be fol- 
lowed. The day beftve, I had heard &om 
antherity I could not doubt, that Francis, with 
his dying breath had besought hia son never to 
admit to fais conncils the Constable de Mont- 
morency, whose remorseless cruelty, in spite of 
hie great military talents, rendered him hateful 
eyen to his own soldiery, and was sure to drive 
the heretics, or protestants as they are called, to 
armed reeietance. Fntnds likewise warned his 
successor against the family of the Guises, 
whose towering ambition was evident to every- 
body with eyes, in France, and whose great 
talents and splendid qualities seemed to the 
dying king only to render them dangerous to 
the crown on accoont of the pride, the power, 
and the aspiring disposition with which they 
were combined. Few doubted the wisdom of 
the monarch's covmeele ; but, instead of acting 
in accordance therewith, Henry received all 
those persons against whom he had been warned 
with the utmolt favour, within a few hours 
afler his father's death. They were afterwards 
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loaded with hoaonrs and offices, and eatrosted 
with the rule of ahnost all thin^ in France. 
The fevoor of Montmorency can be easily 
accounted for, as his friendship with Diana of 
Powers, was unTaried ; but the adrancement 
of Uie family of Gnise, is not so easily ez- 
jdained, for the dasphin had never before been 
supposed to have any great affection for them, 
and both the Queen, Catherine de Medicis and 
the beantiful Diana were openly hostile to the 
whole race. Not indeed that the wishes or 
the opinions of the queen were of any great 
weight in the affairs of France, for Diana 
rdgned supreme both over the king's heart 
and over his mind. Nobody doabts Cathe- . 
rine's great abilities, and eren Henry himself 
did joBtice to her talents, but they sank into 
insignificance when compared with the com- 
manding powers of Diana; and the bold 
frankness of the latter shamed the tnckery and 
conning policy generally attribnted to the 
fbnner. 
. In the mean time (he star of the Duchess 
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d'Eetampes had set for ever, after a long 
period of unexampled prosperity. Her beauty 
certwnly waa very great ; but her alnlities were 
by no meaoe equal to the great power she ex- 
ercised over the mind of the king, although 
her education had been highly cnltirated, and 
she had a taste for literature and the arts which 
gained her a high reputation amonget the poets 
and the wits of Prance. They called her, " The 
most beautiM of the learned, and the wisest of 
the fair ;" but where the mistress of a mon- 
arcli is allowed to influence the course of his 
policy, the conduct of his armies-, and the 
destiny of his people, she should possess quali- 
ties much higher than those which the Duchess 
d'Estampes ever displayed. Her first con- 
nection with Francis took place at a very early 
age, when she was maid of honour to his 
mother the Duchess d'AngouIeme, whom she 
had accompanied to meet him at Bayonne, 
on bis return from captivity in Spain, and she 
maintained her ascendency over him till the 
period of her death. In order to giv« her 
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rank and station at the court, she was nomin- 
ally married to John de Brosse, a nobleman, 
■who waa content to purchase the rereraal of 
attainder, the restoratioa of his estates, and the 
adTancement of his fortmies, hy lending his 
name to a royal mistress. The lady of coarse 
treated him with contempt, although she took 
care of his interests ; hut for her own family 
she exerted all her influence with a degree of 
rapacity which might have shocked and of- 
fended any other monarch hnt francis. Erery- 
thing however was forgiven in her, although I 
have before pointed out that she on more than 
one occasion betrayed the secrets of the state to 
its enemies, and frustrated the efibrts of Henry 
at the head of his father's army, solely from 
the malevolent jealousy which she bore towards 
Diana of Poitiers. 

The death of Francis I. at once deprived 
the Duchess d'Estampes of all support, and 
left; her undefended at the mercy of her rival. 
But Diana used not her power as her enemy 
would have done ; and it seemed as if the ca- 
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pslnlit^ of injuring had deprired her of the 
will. France was lond in complaints against 
Madame d'Estampes ; and aceasations of the 
moBt serious character hung over her head. 
She was pablicly charged with betraying the 
secrets of state to the emperor, with bringti^ 
aboat the surrender of Eperoay and Chateaa 
Tbiory, of fivcing the danphin to nuse the 
faege of Perpignan, and contribodng more than 
any one to the minoos treaty of Crepy. But 
although many of her tools and her fevonrites 
were punished with more or less sererifrf , no 
Tindictive spirit towards herself was to be seen in 
the conduct of Diana, nor in that of Heni7,who 
in tlfis acted tltogetiber under her guidance ; and 
the DncheSB d'Estampes was m^ely ordered 
to retire to her own estates, there to enjoy in 
peace the immense wealth she had accumu- 
lated. She is said to have turned protestant 
in her retirement ; and whether she really did 
become apostate or not, it is certain that she 
aided largely aU the poorer members of the 
heretical sect. 
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But I have somewhat wandered &oin my 
own simple tale, which was not indeed at this 
time very interestiDg as I was merely a passive 
spectator of all that was passing around me. 
After the lunOTal ceremony was 07er, there 
was a general and indeooroos hurry back to 
the capital. "Ererj body was calling for 
horses, or abusing lacqueys, or wrangling with 
the keepers of Aabergee and Hepu^ ; bnt for 
my part I resolved to stay at St. 'Denis that 
night, and visit the abbey on the following 
morning, never having gone over it entirely, not- 
withstanding my long residence in France. I 
returned therefore to the hostelry where I had 
left my horses, which was one of the better 
sort called gites, and there ordered snpper, 
which was eanly prepared, in a French inn, 
from all the fri^ments left of the immense 
dinner of the morning. 

I had not recaved much attention during 
the day, for the anberge was crowded ; but i 
now became a man of consequence when all 
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the gueata Iiad departed but myself, and the 
old town, and hardly less antiqoe inn, were 
left to silence and solitade. The worthy host 
himself came in and chatted to me in the hall, 
saying that a king's fiueral was really a God- 
send to St. Denis, and I belieTe wishing in 
his heart that there might he many of them. 
The next best thing for the place, he said, if 
they could not have another such ceremony as 
that just performed, which was not indeed to 
be expected very soon, would be a duel in 
champ clos, or a tournament, and he trusted 
if I had any interest at the court, I would ex- 
ert it in favour of the good old town, to induce 
the king to appoint the approaching combat 
between La Chiltaigneraie and Jamac in the 
Pr^s St. Denis, which he assured me was one 
of the finest fields for such an encotmter in all 
France. 

I replied that I bad no influence whatever at 
the court, and it is wonderfiil how soon he left 
me to my own meditations. 
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The next morning early, I visited the abbey, 
and was shown over the whole building, be- 
holding with due reverence the immense col- 
lection of holy relics which the treasury con- 
tained, and the gold and silver which encased 
them. Perhaps the object which struck me 
most was the celebrated oriflamme under 
which so many Freoch armies and great kings 
have marched to battle. But in this change- 
able world even sacred banners go out of 
fashion, and the oriflamme has been superseded 
by another standard. The tombs of the kings 
too were full of interest — a history in stone — a 
solemn history — a mute sermon more powerful 
in its silent eloquence than any that ever thnn- 
dered from the preacher's chair. 

My guide was one of the brethren named 
Sulpicius, no ordinary man, and certainly no 
ordinary showman ; for as soon as he found 
that he had with htm one who came to think 
. as well as see, he deviated from the mere detail 
of objects to comment on their nature, and 
VOL. III. a 
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many a brief homily did he read upon gorge- 
ous tombs and mouldering banners and bones 
encased in jewels. 

" There are Tarious and very holy fraternities," 
he said in conclusion, as he led me towards the 
gates of the abbey ; " but, sir, to be a monk in 
heart, to be completely weaned from all the 
pompous emptiness of earth, one should be a 
monk beside a royal burial place. The 
trumpets and the banners, and the pageantry 
of yesterday are commented upon by the silent 
tomb and noiseless funeral vault of to day ; and 
what is anything in life worth, in the eyes of one 
who like me sees daily its mightiest, and its 
noblest, and its best, brought down to this ;" 
and as he spoke he struck his staS" upon the 
pavement. 

I certainly took leave of him to go 
back to Paris, with a keener sense of the 
vanity of all things than I had ever before ex- 
perienced ; but the scene I found going on 
there, the faction, the intrigue, the cabals of 
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those who but the day before had been weep- 
ing by the bier of Francis I,, pointed the good 
monk's homily more sharply than perhaps he 
intended. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Thb tears aad the sorrows were booh foi^otfen. 
The mourning for Francis I. gave way to re- 
joicing at the coronation of hie euccessor ; and 
his planH, his counsellors, his friends, were all 
abandoDed, before even the garb of woe was 
thrown off. There was something, even inde- 
cent in the haste with which Henry strove to 
dliow his resolution of following an entirely 
new path ; and I am sorry to say, his precipi- 
tation in this matter, was very generally attri- 
buted to the beautiful Diana of Poitiers. ?f ever, 
perhaps, did a sovereign mount a tlirone in 
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more favourable circumstances than Henry II. 
He was at peace with Spain, Germany, and 
England. His treasury was orerEowing. His 
country recoveringrapidlyfromlong and desolat- 
ing wars, and the two great rivals of France, 
Englandand the Empire,had each their subjects 
of unpleasant occupation within themselves, 
which might well be expected to prevent them 
frora meddling with the affairs of another state. 
But ambition has always some will o' the wisp 
ready to lead the mind astray from the paths, 
of peace and safety. Thus in a very short 
time, all the fiur appearances of Henry's com- 
mencing reign were enth-ely dissipated. How- 
ever, I will proceed in order. Hardly had the 
king mounted the throne, when he loudly pro- 
claimed himself the protector of all persons in 
affliction — a piece of royal knight errantry, 
which could not &il to give him plenty of oc- 
cupation. The first occasion on which he was 
called to exercise his chivalry, was in behalf of 
the queen of Scotland, or rather of the two 
queens of Scotland ; for mother and daughter 
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both required and both received hia help. The 
lamentable death of King James V, of Scotland, 
just at the commeQcement of a disaatrouB war, 
had lefl hie infant daughter, surrounded by a 
fierce and turbulent nobility, and persecuted 
by her fiery and tyrannical relative the king 
of England. Henry himself, indeed shortly 
before his death, proposed to terminate the 
hostilities between the two countries, by uniting 
his son, afterwards Edward VI., with the in- 
fant daughter of the late King James. But 
his demands were so haughty, and what he re- 
quired so dangerous to the independence of 
Scotland, that it was in vain, that the numerous 
partjzans whom he had gained in the country, 
ui^ed the expediency of the measure, and the 
great benefit that would ultimately arise from 
the union of the two crowns upon one bead. 
Be«de6 this however, it must be said, the great 
majority of the Scotch people, were much better 
disposed towards France than towards England; 
imd the fierce and reckless manner, in which 
Henry VIII. pursued hie objects, was certainly 
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not calcnlated to conciliate their regard. It is 
true, a parliament, assembled at I^dinbui^h, 
agreed to the treaty required, and to the match 
with ^England ; but Mary of Lorraine, the 
queen mother, a princess of the house of Guise, 
together with Cardinal Beaton, and a great 
number of the true Catholic nobility of the 
realm, contrived to break off the treaty^ even 
after it had been signed by the regent. The 
rage of Henry VIII. was beyond all bounds ; 
and without delay, he proceeded to ravage the 
Scottish borders, thus making the people more 
inimical to him than ever. At the same time, 
the King of France, who was at that period 
Francis I., followed the wiser and more gene- 
rous plan of sending a small body of troops to 
the assistance of the Scottish queens. This 
assistance however, was not sufficient for the 
purpose, and Henry and Francis, dying within 
a short time of each other, the strife was re- 
newed between England and Scotland, the 
avowed object of the English being to compel 
the Scotch to consent to the marriage of their 
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infant queen with the young king of England. 
A great battle was fought upon the banks of 
the river Esk, called the battle of Pinkie, in 
which the Scottbh forces were entirely defeated 
by the troops of the English Protector Somer- 
set ; but the Scotch, from all that I can hear, 
are of that sort of do^ed and determined 
nature, that they can never be beaten out of 
any course which they are disposed to follow. 
Instead of yielding to the demands of the Pro- 
tector Somerset, they only became more inclined 
to negotiate with Prance ; and the generous 
conduct of the new King Henry, removed all 
obstacles and silenced all opposition. No 
sooner did he hear of the distressed state of 
the two queens, than he despatched Monsieur 
d'Esse with a considerable force to their assist- 
ance, even before any treaty was signed ; and 
the queen mother of Scotland eagerly seized 
the opportunity of removing her daughter from 
the dangerous situation in which she was placed. 
An agreement was entered into, between her 
and the King of France, by which Mary 
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queen of Scotland, was to be confided to the 
charge of Henry II. of France, to be educated 
at hi# court, and iu time married to his eldest 
son, the dauphin Francis. 

Such wae the state of affairs, when Henry 
set ont to make a prc^ess throngh various 
parts of his dominions, commencing with 
that detached portion, which did not in reality 
belong to him, but of which he retained forci- 
ble possession. Savoy and Piedmont were first 
visited ; but I did not accompany him on this 
part of his expedition, although perhaps it 
was my duty to have done so, for the germ of 
transactions of great delicacy and difficulty 
was arising in the relations of France and 
the Holy See ; and my injunctions from Rome, 
were, to watch everything that passed at the 
court, with the most vigilant attention, in order 
to be ready to take advantage of every change 
of circumstances favourable to the objects which 
I had been instructed to seek. Perhaps I suf- 
fered private feelings too much, to interfere 
with the execution of my duties ; but, however 
c 3 
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I made aa escuee for lingering at Paris, and 
joined the Frencli court, on ite return from 
Piedmont to Lyons, In tbe meantime^ news 
had been received of the qneen of Scotland's 
embarcation, and the necessary orders for her 
reception had been expedited to St. Germain, 
whither the court was to proceed on its return 
irom the south, for the purpose of giving the 
youthful princess a splendid welcome to her 
adopted country. 

Many were the secret inetnictiouB I had re- 
ceived from the court of Rome, regarding the 
afffurs of Scotland and the young princess in 
particular ; and it may naturally be imagined, 
I felt no trifiing interest in the matter of her 
arrival. Nevertheless, as my avocations of a 
public nature, re<]uired me to be an attendant 
on the court of Hemy, I set out a^ soon as I 
found he was quitting a land in which I could 
not bear to see the rule of any stranger, and 
joined him at Grenoble. 

Fetes and jn-ooessions awuted the appear- 
ance of the new king, all along the road towards 
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Paris ; but it was at Lyons, that the whole skill 
and ingenaity of the revel-master was dis- 
played. 

The first grand exhibition prepared by that 
town, in hononr of the entrance of Henry, was 
a combat after the ^bion of the ancients, the 
performers consbting of twelve gladiators, six 
hatated in white satin, and the like number in 
crimson. Their costume was supposed to be 
copied exactly from the Roman fashion, and 
the combat that ensued, was a close imitation 
of those of the arena under the emperors. 

The second display prepared to amuse the 
king, was a snperb naval conflict performed 
upon the Hbone, in vessels constructed after the 
antique, every part of the ships being copied 
exactly &om the sculptured representations of 
Roman naval engagements. The two principal 
barges were directed in thek" movements, by fe- 
malecommanders,theone displaying the colours, 
black, white and red ; the other simply green. 
The other galleys, and the small craft of all 
kinds, displayed the same colours as the prin- 
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cipal barges they accompanied. The pendants, 
flags and armorial bearings, were beautiful be- 
yond description, composed of damask and 
taflety, figured according to the colours of the 
respective sqaadrons; and the arms of the crose- 
bowmen and soldiers, who manned the different 
vessels, their casques, breastplates, targets and 
swords glittering in the rays of the sun, made 
a sight that was splendid to behold. Every- 
thing having been prepared, his majesty en- 
tered the barge brought to the landing-place 
for his reception, followed by the queen, prin- 
cesses and attendant ladies, and the signal for 
the encounter was given by three dischai^es of 
cannon. 

Then commenced a conflict, so furious that it 
appeared as if the antagonists were in earnest — 
so much so indeed, that the spectators regarded 
the scene completely stupified with fear and 
amazement. Ailer this, an attack of the small 
vessels took place, whidi, proving however in- 
effectual, they dispersed, each ranging them- 
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Belres according to their colours, under tlie 
several lady commanders. 

At the third attack, the email harka came 
in front, and commenced the combat ag^nst 
each other, supported by the two large galleys, 
and during the encounter a beautiful display of 
fire works, both shot into the air and running 
under water without being extinguished, diver- 
sified the scene, while every sort of artificial 
lights were apparent in all directions. At the 
conclusion, two of the black vessels ran down 
one of the green, when boisterous shouts of 
victory resounded in the air, and the whole 
flotilla sailed away to the infinite satisfaction of 
the king and queen — although be it remarked, 
green was the colour of their majesty's own 
pinnace, for queen Catherine was always fond 
of that colour. 

A third spectacle, of a deeper and higher 
interest than either of the others, rendered this 
festival at Lyons very remarkable. This was 
the representation of a beautiful tragic comedy 
which the great and munificent cardinal of 
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Perrara, pnmate of France and archbishop 
of Lyons, caused to be performed in the splen- 
did hall, for the erection of which, the city is 
indebted to himself. It is reported, that this 
liberal primate expended in the performance 
of thb tragic-comedy, upwards of ten thousand 
crowns, as be invited to France, at very great 
cost, Italian actors of both sexes, a circumstance 
unheard of before. Previous to this exhibition, 
nothing was met with, on such occasions of 
lestivity, but masques or mysteries, such as I 
have described before, and no actors were 
thought of but choristers, lawyers, or sacristans 
in the religions pieces, and for others, mounte- 
banks, Couards de Rouen,* jngglers and other 

* Coturdi He Bouen were a ipeciu of bufiboni of 
Normui birtli, nhoie employment conutted in Bmiu- 
iug the spectatoTB with facetioui talei, geuerally ipeaking 
not over delicate or moral, which were usnitlly delivered 
in the bioad dialect of that part of the French tenitoiy, 
on which account the acton were designated aa Couardi de 
Rouen. Sotheriea sometiuies occupied two or three 
performers, but were generally very low, vulgar, and ub- 
scena compotkiont. (Author,) 
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sorts of meny-andrews, performing fkrces, 
marameries and sotheries. Indeed, these tjfr- 
gediee and pleamng comedies, hare been but 
recently inrmted, or rather revived, and per- 
formed in Italy itself; and we find, that the 
late pope, Leo X., was the first person who 
brought them into vogue. Nay, he was even 
reproached with having too much loved that 
speciee of amusement, and those who took part 
therein. I cannot, however think, he was much 
to blame, nor imagine that any evU can result 
fi*om a moderate participation in so rational an 
enjoyment. At all events, this species of the- 
atrical performuice,repre6enting the great deeds 
of history, must produce a better efiect upon 
the human mind than the exhibition on a stage, 
by mere jesters and bufibons, of Our Saviour 
Christ, the Blessed Virgin, the twelve Apostles, 
and even the Almighty himself — aye, and their 
exhilntion in such a sort, as to provoke rude 
laughter, and the coarse jests of the people. 
If I remember right, it was the ^beautiful 
tragedy of Sophooisba, which Leo first caused 



;,■ Google 



40 RIZZIO. 

to be performed before him at Rome. I know 
that it was the first regular play, at all agreeing 
with the ancient models that I ever beheld ; 
and it is strange enongh, that Italy should be 
beholden to a pope, and France to a cardinal, 
for a revival of that high branch of literature, 
adorned by the names of Sophocles, Euripides, 
and AristophanoB, a Plautus, and a Terence. 
To return, hovrever, to the spectacle afforded us 
by the cardinal of Ferrara. It was admirably 
represented by the Italian performers, and gave 
great satisfaction to the king and to several 
others of the greatest intelligence at the court. 
The people, however, seemed to think it some- 
what dull, and doubtless would have preferred 
the mystery of Adam and Eve. 

There were a good many other things taking 
place in France, at the same time that these festi- 
Tities occurred at Lyons, and some of them were 
ofa very different character ; for Montmorency 
was at that very time punishing the revolt of 
Gnienne with the most barbarous cruelty, so 
that when I passed through that country, some 
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time after, I saw nothing but gibbets There- 
ever I turned my steps. I cannot indeed speak 
of all these eventa in their natural order ; for 
that is more the task of the hbtorian, than of 
the writer of a memoir like the present ; but 
therewas one train of events which I must briefly 
notice, even before t proceed to speak of the 
arrival of the queen of Scots in France, as I 
was most intimately mixed up with it at every 
step. I must not indeed, refer to the diplomatic 
instructions which I received ; but the public 
proceedings of the court of France and Borne 
may be slightly touched upon withoat any 
breach of duty. 

It may be well supposed that his holiness, 
Paul III., was not at all inclined to sit still 
under the insult and the injury he had received 
in the affair of Placentia. He resolved to 
take vcHgeance for the death of his son, and 
to recover the portion of territory which he 
had lost. It cannot' be doubted that I was 
selec'ted to act as hia nonclerical agent at ihe 
court of France, on account of my having 
been present in Placentia at the time of Pier 
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Lnigi's death. Henry II. entered warmly 
into bU the views of the pope, promised to 
snppcHl: his grandson, Octario Famese, in the 
ducal chair of Placentia, and to pass snfficieiit 
men into Italy, with the aid of the dukes of 
Urbino and Fcrrara, and the count of Miran- 
dola, to insure the safety of Rome ag^nst the 
emperor, and perhaps to drive the Anstiians 
ont of Italy. Of coarse in all these things I 
took my share ; bat the principal negotiations 
were carried on by the cardinal de Oaise, who 
was sent to Borne by Henry tor the purpose. 
I may have to speak hereafter of the events 
which succeeded, but at the present moment I 
must turn to notice the arrival of the Scottish 
queen. Henry and the whole court, to which 
I remained attached, proceeded at once to St. 
Germain en Laye, after the festivities at Lyons 
and some other places were concluded, in order 
to meet his youthful ward, who was known to 
have aiTived in safety at Brest. We calculated 
that we should reach the palace two or three 
days before her ; but on the very following 
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mpmii^ an avant courier arrived, announcing 
that in an hour she herself woald be at St. 
Qennain, so that there waa no time to complete 
the preparations for giving her a splendid re- 
ception, which had been already commenced. 
The spontaneous and heaiiy goodwill of the 
people however, in whose bosoms no slight in- 
terest was created by the very thought of wel- 
coming an in&nt queen, not yet quite six yearn 
of ^e, supplied all deficiencies. The fronts of 
the houses were covered with tapestry, and 
pieces of cloth of gold and silver or of velvet. 
The streets were filled with the popidalions of 
St. Germain, the capital, and all the neighbour- 
ing villages ; and when at length the cort^e 
appeared, and the people beheld the lovely 
child, accompanied by four other pretty little 
creatures of the same age and of the same 
name, the shouts of gratulation and admiration 
literally rent the air. 

Bome cried "It ie a chernb !" Some, " It 
cannot be flesh and blood !" Some, " An angel 
has come amongst ub !" And the king bim< 
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Belf, as if wonderstruck with the extraordinary 
beauty of the child, paused, gazing at her in 
silence for several moments, and then catch- 
ing her in his arms pressed a -warm paternal 
kiss upon her forehead. I certainly was not 
the person the least struck there ; but yet I 
know not how to express the strange effect 
which that beautiful creature produced upon 
me. As, in approaching the royal party which 
stood ready to receive her, she came nearer 
and nearer to where I was, she certainly put 
me in mind of one of the cherubims which, in 
former days, I had seen growing op nnder 
the hand of the divine Kaphael ■' every in- 
stant some new beauty, some new grace ap- 
pearing, till the whole became something of 
a far more high and exalted nature than the 
mere arrangement of lines and colours which 
we are accustomed to call beauty. I shared in 
the general enthusiasm of all around me, and 
perhaps more than shared. At all events I 
took measures at once to get myself particu- 
larly introduced to an elderly French gentle- 
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man who had ' retamed to his native country 
with the young queen, after having Berved her 
mother, Mary of Lorraine, in Scotland ever 
since her marriage, in the capacity of principal 
eqaeiry. My object was to ascertain if the 
infant mind of the queen of Scotland, as far 
as it had yet developed itself, gave promise of 
beii^ equal to the beauty of the person ; and I 
found him loud in commendation of the prin- 
cess, who, he declared, filled every one with 
love and wonder. He was full of anecdotes 
of her little sayings and doings, puerile perhaps 
they might be, but yet in most of them traits 
were displayed which certainly did surprise a 
hearer very much, and might make him doubt 
the accuracy of the narrator. I do not doubt 
however; for I have had an opportunity of 
ascertaining that all these tales are true, and 
that, whether from natural genius or bigli cul- 
tivation, the young - queen of Scotland had 
abeady displayed qualities not usually found 
even in persons much older, of her rank. 
Continuing the conversatiun with this worthy 
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gentlemaji, we went from the subject of the 
little queen to that of her fair mother, who still 
remains in Scotland, playing a principal part 
in the politics of that country. He spoke of 
her very highly, but added laughing — 

" She has all the talents, all the graces, and 
all the foibles of her princely race." 

" Foihles," I said. " Pray what do you ac- 
count/ foibles sir for that word stretches over 
such a multiplicity of meanings that I have 
heard it applied to most of the virtues, and to 
every one of the seven deadly sins?" 

" Nay, nay," he answered ; " I give it neither 
soiaz nor so severe an interpretation. Por in- 
stance the queen is exceedingly fond of games 
of chance ; and, when oace she sits dovi-n, she 
knows not where to stop. This I call a foible. 
MThy, not long ago, playing with Monsieur 
d'Kss^, she followed her game so eagerly that 
she lost six thousand crowns, which being all 
the ready money she bad, she was obliged to beg 
the veteran to go on upon honour. Monsieur 
d'Ess6 cheerfijly acquiesced, and tliey renewed 
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the game, when her majesty so well acquitted 
herself as to win back every denier she had 
lost. 

" So then, madame," said M. d'Eese ; " we 
are quits. You hare pLiyed as becomes a 
great and liberal queen without fear of con- 
sequences : I, like a poor miserable gentleman, 
not given to be over prodigal ; yet, trust me, 
I would much rather your highness should 
esteem me as any thing you please, rather than 
tainted with avarice, or deficient in courtesy 
towards a princess so amiable as yourself." 

Within a week after the arrival of the young 
queen of Scots, she removed according to the ar- 
rangements previously made by Henry II,, to a 
monastery in the vicinity of Swnt Germain, to 
which institution no lady is admitted who can- 
not prove the very highest quarters of nobility. 
Upon such strict principles is this establish- 
ment conducted that none but matrons of un- 
impeachable morality are permitted to attend 
upon the younger inmates; and the same 
scrupulous attention is pbid to the characters of 
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the tutors engaged to give instruction in the 
aeveral departments of science, which the Diins 
themselves are not competent to teach. The 
most watchful examination of the characters 
and passions of the young boarders, I am told, is 
kept up hy the superior and her assistants, so as 
to crush in the bud the first germs of evil ; and 
an habitual training to modesty, humility, and 
self-denial is afforded, which cannot fail, to he 
productive of good fruit in after life. 

The arrival of Mary of Scotland at the 
court of France, was, of course, looked upon 
by all the neighbouring powers as merely the 
preliminary step to the nuptials which, it had 
previously been arranged between the king of 
France and the queen dowager of Scotland, 
should take place between the dauphin and the 
beautiful heiress of the Scottish crown. This 
was directly adverse to the policy of England, 
as I have already shown ; but the state of 
England, during a long and troublous minority 
was not favourable to war ; and, althongh there 
can be no doubt that the rulers of that country 
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as well as the Emperor Charles V., had Borne 
share in exciting the people of Ooyenne to 
revolt, yet no declaration of hostilities took 
place. 

Henry II., indeed, resolved to recover Bou- 
logne &om the hands of the islanders ; and 
as the treaty was not yet executed, by which 
England agreed to restore that port and its 
dependencies, upon the payment of a sum of 
money, he marched himself, with an army, 
into the Boulonnois. Various military opera- 
tions succeeded, with which I have nothing to 
do ; and In the end treaties were concluded, hy 
which Boulogne were restored, on payment of 
four hundred thousand crowns of gold ; and the 
matter of the Queen of Scotland's marriage 
seemed quietly terminated hy the engagement of 
the young King Edward VI. to marry Eliza- 
beth, daughter of the French monarch, as soon 
as she should have attuned the age' of twelve 
years. 

But I must return to a subject of no slight 
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personal interest to myself at the tune, but 
which I have not noticed while speaking of 
the great public events that were taking place 
around me. 

Notwithstanding the various oecnpations 
which were constantly pressing for attention, 
and ihe lengthy deepatches I was incessantly 
called upon to remit to Rome, the interests 
and the happiness of my proteg^ and pre- 
server, Juliette, had not been forgotten. In 
reply to my applications, such effitnent steps 
had been pursued by the worthiest and most 
benevolent ecclesiastic in the world, that her 
friends joyfully agreed to receive her at 
'the hands of Cardinal Sadoleti, who pro- 
cured for her a plenary remiseion of all past 
faults. 

So gratified was Julietta on the receipt of 
these tidings, that notwithstanding the calm and 
peaceAil life which she had been leading in Paris, 
she resolved to set out at once for Italy. In 
order that she might escape the imminent 
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p^ils tliat would attend lier passage over the 
Alps, if discovered by any of Beraardino's 
troop ; it was resolved that she should repair 
by land to Marseilles, and there take shipping 
for some Italian port whence she could most 
easily proceed to Rome. 

Having, after some enquiry, found a trust- 
worthy person about to set out for Italy, I 
offered him an ample remuneration if he would 
adopt the route I I{ud down, instead of di- 
rectly traversing the Alps, as he had proposed. 
No difficulty was made, and under the pro- 
tectiou of this geqtleman, furnished with tes- 
timonials of the most gratiiying description, 
from the reli^ons bouse in which she had re,- 
sided in Paris, and amply supplied with pecu- 
niary resources, the preserver of my existence 
hade me farewell for ever, not without tears 
on both sides. It was Julietta's intention, 
and I afterwards learned that she executed it 
exactly, after remuning a short time with her 
fiiende, to join Marietta at the convent of 
D 2 
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the Urselinee, and there assnmii^ the veil, 
spend the rest of her existence in the en- 
joyment of sisterly friendship and in the ser- 
vice of God. 
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No very striking events took place throi^hout 
Europe duriog the next two years, although 
the death of Paul III. somewhat complicated 
the afiUrs of Italy, and especially those of 
Parma and Placentia, laying the foundati(Hi — 
by the new elements it introduced into the 
European policy — of the war between France 
and the empire, which soon afterwards broke 
oat. My own situation at the court of Henry, 
too, was rendered for a time nncert^, as I had 
no personal interest with the new pontiff, 
Julius HI. ; but my good friends in the con- 
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clave contrived to make soeli repreeentations 
to his holiness of my zeal and discretion, that I 
rose even higher in bis &Tonr than in that of 
Paul. My former residence at the court of 
Pier Luigi might indeed have injured me with 
the pontiff, as he was an open enemy of the 
whole honse of Famese ; hut Cardinal Sado- 
leti dexterously l^d before him some of my 
letters regarding that prince, in which my real 
opinion of his conduct and character was very 
strongly expressed ; and Cardinal Pole advo- 
cated my interests warmly. I thus remained in 
Paris as much trusted as ever, having from 
time to ^e affairs of eondderable importance 
to superintend, of which it does not becimie 
me to speak. 

The capital of France, however, presented 
scenes of sufficient interest to afford constant 
amusement to a man whose pleasure as well as 
his business, was observation. It was exceed- 
ingly curious to see the state o( the court of 
Henry, filled with three or four different &etions 
it is true, but all of them bowing more or less he- 



;,■ Google 



Bizzio. 66 

fore the power of the beautiful Duchess of Va- 
leBtmoiB, vho, though Hemy waa king, was in 
reali^ monareb. To her, miniBters, statesmen, 
divioee, warriors, m^ of law, paid their eoort ; 
and even the queen herself seemed, for the 
time at least, content to submit, and not only 
to approve but to ealc^:ise every aet of ibe 
possessor of her bosband's affections. 1 may 
hare to speak more hereafter perhaps of the 
nature of the relations between Henry and 
Diana of Poietiers, which may ezplmn the ap- 
parent indifTerenee of the queen to the great 
inflnenee of the duckess over her husband. 
Catherine is by no means wanting in shrewd- 
ness, and has certainly many very extraordi- 
nary qualities ; but her views have through life 
been circamscribed, and her objects, as may be 
seen in the present day, are rarely worthy the 
labour she bestows upon their attainment 
Artfol and designing she may be ; imscru- 
pulons she undoubtedly is ; but her plans are 
all shallow, and she never seems to forese^ the 
step beyond. The ftreatest proof of her weak- 
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ness is perhaps her implicit confidence in 
judicial astrology, which renders her a com- 
plete tool in the hands of designing men. As 
one effect of it, I may state a fact that is per- 
fectly well known : namely, that she stadionely 
avoids erery place which bears the name i^St. 
Germain. She cannot even bear to remain for 
any time in the parish so called in this capital. 
This is solely to be attributed to a propheey 
made to her some time ago, that she woold die 
in St. Germain ; and assuredly this b a pro<^ 
of wonderful weakness ; for if, as she believes, 
the prediction is infallible, how can she make 
it prove false by avoiding the place.* 

* This is a knowD fact j sod it u curiotu that on CTeot 
occurred which the aitrologen did not fail to take ad- 
jutage of, to ^ve greater authority to their predictiona. 
In her last momeDta Catherine warn attended bj Laurent 
de $t. Genuain, Bishop of Nazareth, and actually died in 
hiiarmi. Her passion for astrology led her especially at a 
later period to invite a great DDinher of the profcBaora of 
that pretended acieace to Faria out of Italy. Amongit the 
reat was one of the greateit icoundrela of the age, named 
Coamo Ru^eri, who for aome of hia Crimea naa after- 
Yrardi tentenced bj the parliameut of Paiii to die galleya for 
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The queen, however, is not the only perstm 
in France, who places implicit &ith not only 
in astrology, hut in every sort of superstitious 
delusion. Daily, some strange tale of visions, 
ghosts, and irightfdl appearances is heard of 
in the capital ; and too often we &nd, that when 
thoroughly sifted, these as well as the narratives 
of possessions and witchcrafts, which are in 
constant circulation, are mere inventions of 
cunning priests, for the purpose of obtaining 
money for the performance of exorcisms. The 
great evil of the queen's open dealing in such 
matters, is that it strengthens all the grossest 
superstitions in the vulgar mind. Kothing is 
talked of in Paris now, hut prophecies and prog- 
nostications ; and the commonest affairs of 
life cannot be transacted without consulting an 
astrologer. 

To turn however to subjects of more personal 



life. But CRtheriae contrived to have the untence re- 
rened, and bestowed upon Rugg^erj tbe abbey of St. 
Mah£ in BTitannj, as compenBation lot the impriaon- 
ment he had suffered. Author. 

n3 
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iiitereBt,Iet me note that about tida lime, I was 
called upon once more to revisit Englaad, 
which was brought about in a somewhat curi- 
ous manner. When -the young Mary of Scot- 
land had been nearly two years resident at St. 
Oermain, where nothing could surpass her 
rapid progress in eyery branch of learning and 
science, her mother the dowager queen, natu- 
rally anxioua to behold her child again, quitted 
^Edinburgh for a short time to visit her native- 
land. 

Sumptuous ietes were prepared for her re- 
ception ; but those I will pass over, for the 
delight she experienced in beholding her child 
expanding daily into increased loveliness, must 
of course have made the pi^eantry and splen- 
dour which attended her entrance into Paris, 
a mere nothing in comparison. I was daily at 
the court, during the whole of her stay, and 
I could often watch her eyes fixed upon the 
Dauphin Francis, with an expression of natural 
interest. I could fancy the gratification with 
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whicl) she beheld the Bymmetrical form, the^ 
open counteiiance, the grooefnl demeanonr, 
and the appearance of health and strength of 
him, &ted to be her daughter's hosband, and 
the king of two great countriee. Having re- 
mained twelre months in the midst of hapju- 
nese, such aa none but a mother and a queen 
perhaps could feel, Mary of Goiae prepared to 
retam to Scotland ; and it was rumoured that 
she intended in the first instance, to vbit the 
court of London. This intelligence came tii 
me from a sure hand ; and I instantly sent off 
a courier to the pope, informing him of the 
fiict, as I knew that very important interests 
might be affected by this step. No answer 
returned on the day when I expected one, al- 
though I knew that letters from Rome had 
been received at the court ; but the day follow- 
ing, I was sent for in haste by the cardinal of 
Lorrune, a very near relation of the queen 
of Scotland, who had always testified particular 
kmdness towards me ; and, on being closeted 
with him, he informed me that it was the 
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anxions desire of the Holj See, that a person 
in its complete confideace should accompany 
the queen dowager of Scotland to the court 
of London. 

" You hare been pointed out, Signor Biccio," 
he said, " as the most proper person ; but an 
intimation has been added, that if any objection 
exists upon your part or mine, another agent 
of the Holy See shall be despatched with all 
speed. As for my own part, I could have 
chosen no one so pleasing to myself as you ; 
but it is for you to say whether you will under- 
take the task." 

" I replied, that I was always at the orders 
of the pope, and always well pleased to fulHl 
the wishes of his eminence; and this being 
settled, he led me at once to the queen dowager, 
to whom 1 had been introduced long before, 
but, who was henceforth to receive me in a 
much more intimate manner. I was named 
for the occasion, gentleman of her privy cham- 
ber and confidential secretaxy, her own prirate 
secretary not having accompanied her to 
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France. Permission from the king was judged 
neoessary ; but that was easily obtained ; for 
the duchess of Valentinois was well aware 
that I had much more reason to be attached to 
the family of France than to that of England, 
and she therefore preferred me to any one who 
could have been selected. The directions of 
the cardinal of Lorraine were, that I should 
observe everything carefully, that took place 
at the court of London, and make a report 
thereof, Jtrst to himself and then to the see of 
Rome. I knew my duty better, indeed, than to 
follow this order ; but I resolved to pursue my 
own course, without any contestation ; and before 
I set out, I received despatches and instmctions 
from Rome fully confirming my own views. 

On the day appointed, we set out, arrived 
safely in England, and proceeded towards 
London by the usual road. My knowledge 
of the country enabled me to furnish the queen 
with many a little anecdote and piece of inform- 
ation, as we went along ; and I made great 
progress in her good graces, before we reached 
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the capital. We beard that the moat mi^^- 
flcent preparations had been made &r the reoep- 
tjon of the royal viffltor ; but, as we knew that 
DotwithBtandmg all the enga^ments which had 
been entered into between France and Scot- 
land, the ministers of the inexp^enced Ed- 
ward had never alti^ether abandoned the hope 
of obtaining for him the hand of the queen of 
Scots, we attributed the great splendoor of her 
mother's reception to the right motire. We 
entered the English capital by the borough of 
Sonthwark ; and there began the pageuits 
which were to Bignalize the queen's entry. 
Upon these, I will eay but a few words; for all 
such exhibitions are much of the same kind. 
The whole of London Bridge was converted 
into a sort of bower of "shrubs and flowers 
which were drawn in garlands from house to 
houEe ; for the bridge, like some of those in 
Italy, is lined on each side with houses and 
shops. On the bridge, the queen was met by 
a beantijul damsel, and mounted on a 
splendid horse, habited as Fame, who, with a 
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gracefiil speech, presented her with a ^Iden 
p&lm branch in the name of the citizens of 
London. On the other side of the bridge bwada 
of ycHiths asd niaidens magmficently dressed, 
presented fruits and re&eahments in baskets of 
gold and ^Ter, and amongst these the qneea 
distributed a number of gold and silrer tokens, 
attached to ribbcuis of variooe colours. Pro- 
ceeding onwards, she was met at the entrance 
of Comhill, by the mayor, aldermen and oodu- 
dUors, together with the liveries of the aty, in 
their grand robes and chains, with their banners 
displayed and trumpets sounding ; and the 
mayor, in a neat speech welcomed her to Lon- 
don, and informed her that he was there to 
escort her to the presence of the king. The 
procession was then formed, and certunly never 
in my life, did I behold anything more magni- 
ficent, as it advanced at a foot pace, reeuving 
continifal accessions by the way. The streets 
- were lined on each side by a dense throng in 
holiday attire, and every window was crowded 
with eager faces. More than once the proces- 
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sion stopped, while a morali^ or a pageant was 
performed. But I eliaU say nothing of any 
of these, except the feats of one Sartolomeo 
Oranzi, which were the most wonderful I erer 
beheld. After many exploits upon the slack 
rope, he danced for some time on a tight cord, 
stretched ft-om house to house across -the street, 
at an elevation of ftiU thirty feet. A large 
hoop was held suspended in the air some feet 
from the middle of the rope and considerably 
higher, and in front of that again, also at the 
distance of several feet, was a tall pole and a 
pulley with a stout brass ring. At the coo- 
clasion of his dance upon the tight rope, 
Oranzi sprang into the air, with a force and 
agility I could not have conceived possible, 
passed straight through the hoop, and seemed 
for a moment suspended as it were betvreen 
heaven and earth, with nothing to prevent him 
from dashing himself to pieces on the pave- 
ment, for there was neither straw nor cushion 
placed to receive him. But the power of the 
spring vrhich he had taken, was so great, that 



..Google ■ 



he reached the great braes ring which I have 
mentioned, with his hands, and there hung till 
those who held the rope, let him down to the 
ground. This was the most extraordinary feat 
I have ever seen performed, but assuredly very 
dangeroos. 

On arriving at the East Minster ehurch of 
8t, Paul, the queen dowager of Scotland was 
met by the clei^y and choristers, and, at the 
door of the Temple house, by the students of 
law, with their doctors and seijeants, who ad- 
dressed her in a Latin oration, of which she 
did not understand a word. It is true, they 
presented to her in the first place, a translation 
into the French language ; but if I could dis- 
cern the direction of her eyea, she was more 
busy in studying the beautiful illuminations of 
the manuscript than in perusing the eloquence 
of the lawyers. 

After passing along the Strand, with its fair 
gardens and inns, and the cross and village 
of Charing, we at length reached the palace of 
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St. James, where the young king Edward VI. 
then rended. He wae waiting with youthM 
impatience for the arrival of the dowager 
qneen of Bcotknd, and received her with 
every mark of courtesy and respect. The 
court was very brilliant ; but after a short inter- 
view in pnblic, the king retired vrith his fair 
guest into an inner chamber, accompanied by 
one or two of his chief conncillors. I and two 
of the queen's ladies also followed ; and a long 
conversation ensued between the two royal 
personages of no light political importance. 
The inexperienced king suffered his objects fitr 
too plainly to appear, and pressed upon the 
queen of Scotland witii impetuons ardour every 
ai^nment he could use, to show the great ad- 
vantage to both coontries which would occur 
from a union between himself and Mary Btnart. 
His vidtor met him however with far more 
political skill, and with all the delicacy and 
fineness of a woman's wit, showing him plainly 
enough that what he sought was imposuble, 
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from her well known engagementB witb •the 
court of France, which had been rendered irre- 
vocable by the neceseity onder which she had 
felt herself, ai^r the battle of Pinkie, of pladng 
her daughter onder the guardianship of Heniy 
II. She did not absolutely point out to him 
that the raslmeBS of his minister's measnres had 
forced 8udi a step upon her ; but she left him 
to infer easily that such was the case ; and she 
moreorer hinted a strong doubt as to whether 
the nohili^ of gcotlaiid would willingly see 
themselresplftced under the yoke of an Eng- 
lish prince. 

" They are a turbulent and unruly race, my 
lord the king," she said. " Their own princes 
have always had a hard matter to govern them ; 
and I doubt that any arm is long enough or 
strong eoongh to hold them in subjection from 
such a distance as London." 

We all know that the eyes of youth diminish 
all dif&cultiee in the path of desire ; and the 
young king affected to treat very lightly the 
obstacles she pointed out. Many royal mar- 
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riages, he stud, had been fully agreed upon and 
then broken off. There was no reawn why 
sach should not be the case in the present in- 
stance. He feared not to rule the Scots as 
his &ther had ruled the English ; and as for 
the dangers of war, though for his people's sake 
he Bought not for hostjlitiee with any one, yet 
he feared not the result if strife must come. 

In short, all his arguments were based upon 
a notion, which I have seen very prevalent 
amongst Englishmen, that when they choose 
to exert themselves they can conquer anything 
or anybody. They do not make a great boast 
of their deeds indeed as the French do, nor 
continually refer to their prowess in conversa- 
tion ; but you can always see this proud opinion 
of their own valour at the bottom of all their 
ai^uments ; and perhaps the very belief that 
they can do everything has enabled them to do 
so much. 

The conversation went on in the same strtun 
for near an hour and a half, without any result 
upon the mind of either. During the time 
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tbat it continued, although I remarked veil 
every wardj I took great note at the same time 
of the personal appearance of the yoimg king, 
in which I could not discover the slightest re- 
semblance to his fether Henry. He was deli- 
cately and symmetrically formed, and his coon- 
tenance, without being strictly handsome, was 
pleasing. His eyes were peculiarly bright and 
Instroua, and his teeth like the finest porce- 
laine. His manner too was very graceful, and 
remarkably dignified for so young a person — 
somewhat imperions perhaps, even in his con- 
versation with the queen of Scotland, although 
he was fall of courtesy and kindness. X re- 
marked, however, that there was a peculiar 
sort of red flnah upon bis cheek, though the 
rest of his &ce was pale, and that every now 
and then in speaking he was affected by a 
slight cough. I had seen such things in young 
persons before, and never knew one so affected 
who lived long. 

This conversation was followed by a banquet 
not different from other courtly repasts, except 
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in the exceeding Bplendour of the decorations 
of tlie table, and tiie infinite variety of the 
dishes, amongst which was a sturgeon as big 
as a shark. The queen was subsequent!; pre- 
vailed upon to stay a week in London, and 
then set out for Scotland, the king's purveyors 
providing for her all along the road till she 
reached the frontiers of her daughter's king- 
dom. The day of her departure from the 
capital, I also set out on my return to France, 
and took care to send off a despatch, immedi- 
ately I touched the French soil, giving an ac- 
count of all I had observed, to Borne. Z 
afterwards made a report to the cardinal of 
Lomdne aa soon as I reached Paris. To him 
I said nothing of what I had remarked in re- 
gard to the health of the young king of Eng- 
land. But in my despatches to Some I pointed 
out, upon how slender a thread hung the des- 
tinies of that great empire. Concluding natu- 
rally, as almost all the world did then con- 
clude, that in case of Edward's death, his 1^- 
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timate eister Mary would ascend the throne 
withont oppoMtioE; 1 ventured to point out 
sereral coneequenceB, which seemed to me 
likely to follow from what I had learned during 
my stay in the EnglUh capital. Steadfiist in: 
her adherence to the true fiuth, there could be 
no doubt that Mary woold set her fiice against 
the heretical innovatioDB introduced by her 
father, and carried to a frightful pitch by the 
counseUorB of her brother. To do so, would 
be right and just ; but I feared that zeal would 
outrun discretion. X had learned that the Ca- 
tholic clergy who emrounded the princess, 
were to a man full of the most intolerant 
bigotry ; and I felt sure that, once become her 
ministers and advisers as queen, instead of pur- 
suing those lenient measures, by which alone 
the hearts of the people could be reclaimed to 
the true church, a system of persecution would 
be adopted, which would Sx the erring in their 
errors, and dignify heresy with th^ idea of a 
crown of martyrdom, I did not presume to 
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advise in such a case ; but I pointed out facts 
of which I was certtun, and stated anticipa- 
tions which have been justified by succeeding 
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The germs of future good and eril in the 
minds of youthful princes may well form an 
object of study to diplomatists in the courts to 
which they are accredited ; and I did not &il 
to watch with thoughtful attention all those 
traits which might indicate the character and 
disposition of the Dauphin Francis and his 
brother Prince Charles. Certainly never were 
found two beings more essentially different 
in their nature. The quiescent and meek 
spirit of the former was continually apparent, 
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though not without generons impulses and 
active benevolence. Never did a scene of dis- 
treSB present itself, bnf he would ascertun the 
ftcts ; and when the truth v(u> inade clear, his 
hand was always promptly extended to dis- 
pense the most liberal charity. 

Every idea of Prince Charles, on the con- 
trary, was harsh and unfeeling. Frond, iras- 
rable, vengeful and cruel, hb pastime seemed 
to consist in witnessing the wretchedness of 
others. This was in a great measure attributed 
by the people of Paris to the singular mode of 
education pursued by his mother. The qneen, 
far from seeking to curb the turbulent and 
relentless spirit of her second son, was in the 
constant habit of taking him to witness not 
only the combats of ferocious animals, bnt 
the infliction of the torture, ordinary and 
extraordinary, upon criminals, and detaining 
him at the horrid spectacle till they expired 
onder the most lingering agonies. Such fear- 
ful sights, she was wont to declare, were cal- 
culated to instil firm and conrageoos feelings 
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into the breaat of her cluld. To attend such 
scenes, indeed. Prince Charles never required 
importuning, being only too willing to be pre- 
sent when human butchery was to form the 
spectacle. 

Francis, on the contrary, could oever be led 
to witness a second exhibition of this nature ; 
having been struck with so much abhorrence of 
the eight, when first conducted by the queen 
to the chamber of the torture, that no en- 
treaties on her part could prevail npon him 
to return Perhaps in consequence of this 
resolution, Francis was by no meuis a &vor- 
ite with his mother, her fondness being all di- 
rected towards Charles, who, far &om imbibing 
B courageous impulse firom the brutal education 
he has received, may indeed have become cruel 
in heart, but is a dastard coward if opposed to 
danger of the most trifling nature. His cha- 
racter never showed itself more plainly than in 
the fact of his causing a favourite hound to 
be flayed alive, because, af^ having been long 
worried and even tortured hy the young 
B 2 
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prince, the poor animal manifested an inclin- 
ation to bite lum.* 

* The chancteT of Chvlei IS. maj be Ter; diSerentlj 
vieired ; and it ii but fair to itate tome of the qiulitiet 
which iTDuld lead one to imagine that in the being, deicrihed 
nlmait ai a demon by the Kuthor, there irere redeeming 
tiaiti to nhich a better edoeation, and perhaps eren age 
and experience, nirald haxe given an aicendency orci all 
that waa bad in hia nature. It ii known that the hum- 
iNCte of St. Bartholomew cauied him the most poiguaat 
remone i the change which came over hia whole conduct 
after hia marriage with the gentle Elisabeth of Anitria. 
iliowa the influence which better conncillora might have 
had over hii youth ; and his fondneu for poetry and 
muiic prove that he waa not the mere Ravage brute which 
he i* unullj repreaented. The keen diacrimination of 
hit mind waa ahown in hia perfect eatimate of the cha- 
racter of bis brother, afterwards Henry III. ; and his 
mHTVelloua venea to Ronsanl display not alone a poetical 
spirit far superior to his age, but a justness of thought 
a« well as a delicacy of expreuion not to be expected 
from his station, his circumstances, or his usual conduct. 
1 cauuot refrain ttom ginug a few of them : 

" Tout deux ^aliment ooua portona dei courounes : 
Maia, roi, je les recois, poeie, tu les dounea. 
Ton esprit inflnmm^ d'une celeste ardenr 
Kclate par loi meme, et moi par ma grandeur. 
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I most now tnnt for a moment to the mflbiis 
of England, as mrconutances, whicli I am about 
to explain, once more called me to that ooimtry 
after a short ahsence. 

The promising career of the joathfiil Ed- 
ward VI., of whom I spoke in the laat chapter, 
ivas soon cut short by death. The monarch 
expired at Greenwich, at the tender age of six- 
teen, not without suspiMon of having had Lis 
&te hurried by uniair mean&. Unfortunately 
the ambition of John Dudley, duke of North- 
unLberland, the most powertid nobleman in 
England, and &ther-in-law of the all accom- 
plished Lady Jane Grey, so far wrought upon 



Si du cot^ det dieux je cherehe ravautage 
Bonianl ert leur mignon, et je sais lew image. 
Ta IjtM, qui ravit par de ri donx accord* 
T'assernt lea eipiiU, dont je n'ai que lea eorpa, 
Elle fen lend le maitte, et te lait iatroduire - 
Ou le plus fier tynm ne peut avoir d'empire-" 

Editor. 
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the mind of Bdward, worn down by uckness, 
that before hi8.death he executed an instrument 
nominaling the Lady Grrey his heir. Although 
boasting descent from the blood royal of Eng- 
land, she certainly had no claim whatsoever to 
dispossess Mary of the sovereignty ; and 
Northnmberland had far over-estimated the 
power which he possessed over the minds of 
the people. 

His efforts were all defeated withoat diffi- 
culty, and himself, his daaghter-in-law, with 
her husband, consigned as captives to the Tower, 
whence they were condacted to execution, not 
unaccompanied by the sympathy and tean of 
thousands. The virtues, youth, beauty and ac- 
complishmemts of the Lad; Jane Grey and 
her husband, could not fail to gain for them 
commiseration, notwithstanding the ambitions 
scheme in which they bad been involved ; and 
indeed every one knew that it was witb the 
utmost - repugnance, the princess agreed to 
accept a crown, which was literally forced upon 
her by her aspiring father-in-law. 
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The Catholics, of course, now procUumed 
themselTes aloud, and regtirded this as the 
commencement of a halcyon reign. Without 
delay Mary appointed the most intolerant per- 
sons to her ooonsel, and abrogated a whole 
volume of laws, passed by her father and her 
brother, while the rabble, ever imbued with 
fanaticiam of one kind or another, looked an- 
xiously for the moment, too soon to arrire, 
when the square of Smithfield should ^ain 
blaze with fires, and nothing but the extirpa- 
tion of heretics be heard from one extremity 
of the kingdom to the other. 

The same restless tunbition which through 
life manifested itself in the Emperor Charles 
v., reigns in the bosom of his son Prince PhiUp, 
who, without a tithe of the talents of his father, 
thirsts to hold ander his away the empire of the 
universe. Never was this passion more fully 
exemplified than in the marriage of that prince 
with Mary queen of England, by which he 
hoped to acquire the crown matrimonial of 
England, and thus add, to the immense terri- 
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tories of his fatlier, the hardly less important 
podsessione of England and Ireland. Perhaps 
eren the subjngation of Scotland was contem- 
plated as an after step. In this fine stroke of 
policy, as he thought it, he soon found himself 
deceived ; for the English are too fond of their 
h&^tary stock to trust the reins of govern- 
ment to a foreign prince, and less than all, to 
one so despotically inclined as Philip of Spain. 
Utterly unaequ^ted with the English character 
and laws, and judging from the power which 
Henry VIII. exercised so freely, he ialladously 
imagined that his royal consort was invested 
with the power of surrendering up to him the 
sovereignty of the realm at her pleasure. 

Little did the prince dream what it was to 
overcome the two potent barriers of the Com- 
mons and the Lords, whose jealousy of their 
freedom is such, that rather than tolerate a 
foreign yoke, they would witness the devasta- 
tion of the land by fire and sword. As to 
Mary herself she was merely as a frail vessel 
placed under the control of unskilful pilots ; 
and the most baleAiI stroke of their policy was 
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undoubtedly this ill-starred anion with the 
SpaBish moDarcli, whose cold and haughty 
mannere, habits and customs, were do way 
calcalated to assimilate with those of the popu- 
lation of England. 

Not very long after the marriage of Man', 
queen of England, I received despatches from 
Cardinal Sadoleti, accompanied by some note" 
from his holiness, highly approving of the ai 
gnments I had ventured to use regarding the 
state of England, and ordering me to set for- 
ward without an hour's delay in order to lay 
the views of the court of Rome before the 
queen, for which purpose aspecial commission 
was remitted to me. In truth, in matters of 
such delicacy, Some is sometimes afraid to 
trust too &r to the orerzeal of her ecclesiastical 
agents, and is glad to employ more secret and 
less interested emissaries. 

I set out without loss of time, and soon after 
my arrival in London obtained, through the 
peculiar channels pointed out, a private audi- 
ence of the queen of England, in order to place 
B 3 
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before her the credentials ftmushed to me by 
Hie pope, blether with the eealed packets, 
with the contents of which I had not been made 
acquunted. I fboud her majeety in a small 
dark oratory, with a volume of homiliee open 
before her. All the apartments I trarersed to 
reach this little room, bore the most gloomy 
aspect. Instead of the portraits which formerly 
decorated the galleries — which had been for the 
most part removed — were not very well executed 
rejn'esentations of the death or martyrdom of 
sunts, with a few likenesses of those prelate* 
who then stood prominently forwa^ as advo- 
cates for the most relentless extirpation of 
here^. The Aimitnre was for the most part of 
ebony, nor was there a slab or resting place of 
any description that was not adorned by gold, 
(direr or ivory crucifzes. 

Having presented, as I have said, my creden- 
tials upon my knee, tiie lord in waiting was 
commanded to retire, and I stood alone in the 
I^esence of the English qneen. 

Witiiont looking at me, she perused th» 
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several docameiitB, irith a rapidity that excited 
my aetoaifibmeiit, m ff.JtiT' g at times a marginal 
note, as any point seemed particularly to strike 
her. During this time I had an ample oppor> 
tnnity of examining Uie featoree and person of 
this unfortunate princess. In speaking of my 
n^denee in !Englaiid, some years hack, I men- 
tioned having been honoured by the gift of a 
chain by the then princess Mary, at which 
paiod, thongh not handsome, she nerartheless 
dispUyed the comeliness of youth, and some 
degree of hilari^. Merciful heaven! how 
changed was she now. !Xot a creature existing 
could have recognized a trait of resemblance 
with what she onee was. Her hair drawn 
tightly over the scuU was seonred in a net of 
black bugles, while a velvet cap of the same 
colour edged with gold eimcealed the back part 
of the scalp. Her dress of black velvet, comiag 
up mid-neck, bad no embellishments whatso- 
ever, save a ponderous gold chain, to which wm 
appended a ^oss set with magnificent brilHants, 
containing, people say a remnant of the true 
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cross. Bound her neck she nora a small plain 
ruff ; and upon her fingers were sereral rings, 
which appeared to be mementos of friends de- 
parted. 

Her face, totally destitute of all colour, was 
thin and cadaverous, while her eyes seemed 
constantly to express a fretful anxiety. In 
figure she was etraight and emaciated, and her 
whole appearance was that of a woman of twice 
her years. 

When she had read the letter, she eyed me 
for a few seconds, and then enquired whether I 
was not the same Italian secretary who had ac- 
companied one of the cardinals sent upon her 
mother's trial. I answered in the affirmative, 
and ahe then for a few moments fixed upon me 
a vacant look, exclaiming at last>— 

" Alas ! and woe is me !" 

As it was not my province to break silence, 
I remuned for some moments without making 
any reply, appearing on a sudden to collect her 
scattered ideas, she commanded me to explun 
ondisguiaedly all that was advised by the pope 
and the conclave. In reply, I frankly stated 
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ihe unvanushed truth, supporting tlie viewa of 
the Holy See, with all the argunients that rea- 
son and common sense could surest. Mary 
'r^;arded me fixedly for nearly a minate, and 
then with a slow, and melancholy shake of the 
head, replied — 

" We cannot deny the wisdom of the coun- 
sel ; bat anfortanately the advice of his holi- 
ness comes too late to stop the painful coarse 
to "which we have been driTen." 

I was on the point of hazarding an answer, 
when footsteps were heard at the door of the 
oratory, which the moment after was cast open 
by a nobleman, sumptaously attired, giving ad- 
mission to prince Philip, Mary's husband. 
He eyed me, evidently with a glance of sus- 
picion, as he advanced towards his consort ; but 
bowing low, I at once took my leave, happy 
to escape any conference with a prince who, at 
so early ao age, had established a very unenvi- 
able reputation in all the courts of Eun^. 
I had subsequently a private audience of cats 
dbal Pole, who entered fuUy into my views 
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00 tbe subject of intolerance. Some days 
after, I was eummoDed to attend the privy 
council ffbere I recapitulated all I kad been 
directed to atate 1^ tbe Bomish See, and ad- 
dttced wbatever arguments siig^;ested them- 
Belves in support of (be views of the conclave. 

1 soon found, however, that my auditors were 
not to be turned tram tbeir sanguinary par> 
poses ; and therefore relinquishing all bt^ of 
effecting any good by my presence in England, 
I huBLbly solicited her nuyesty would honour 
me by hef eommands, and returned with all 
possible deepateh to Paris. 

I shall have no fiirtber occasion to advert to 
ibe history of Mary, queen of England ; but 
I MMROt reiraiD &oia dwelling tor a moment 
on what I may call the many mraital misibr- 
tw«8 to which she was subjected, almost 6-em 
the «radle to the grave. Tbe divorce of her 
pious and excellent mother, th« sacrilegioBS 
aotfdnct of her father, the stat« of oostmnal 
senrow and anxiety, in which she was kept by 
his ooodnct to herself, the doubts of her futmre 
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fate, the <^po8itioD against her uces«on to her 
hereditary throne, the force which was put 
upon all the inclinatioiiB of her heart by misre- 
presentations of her royal and religious duties, 
were sorely enough to aour even the sweetest 
mind. Bat the last and bitterest trials fol- 
lowed after I saw her as queen, for they affected 
the love of the woman, the pride of the moa- 
arch. Her husband, Philip, whose affections 
she strove to secure by every art in her power, 
soon manifested a coolness towards her, which 
seemed to turn to loathing, when he discovered 
the impossibility of compassing the otject of 
his ambitioaa greediness, by gaining Uie crown 
matrimonial, for which alone there is no doubt 
the treaty of marriage had been originally en- 
tered into. 

This coldness on the part of Philip, which 
he did not tronble himself to conceal, wrought 
terribly upon the mind of the English princess ; 
but she was speedily compelled to witness his 
departure &om the shores of her realm, with- 
out the manifestation of one tender feeling to- 
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wards Iter. Then, as if to bring h«r sorrovs 
to a climax, she was &ted to behold the cap- 
ture of the town of Calus, by the Duke of 
Guise, and to see torn from her the last of all 
the Tast posBeseionB, which England once held 
on the continent of Europe— posBeeeions which 
belonged to the crown of that realm both by 
inheritance and conquest, and which bad cost 
oceaBB of blood and treasure to defend, from 
the accession of Henry II. to her own dis- 
astrooB rdgn. Well might ebe on her death 
bed, lay her hand upon her heart and ex- 
clfum — 
" 0, Calais, Calais ; I have thee here !" 
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I HAVE of late dwelt so much npon aflairs 
appertaining to mere dnll policy, that I feel 
well pleased to turn to lighter thiDgs. 

Hemy some time back isened an edict pro- 
faitnting the representation of those mysteriea 
of which I have so often spoken, in conse- 
quence of their frequently immoral tendencies ; 
and, probably in imitation of what has been 
done in Italy, dramatic subjects began to be 
chosen by the poets of France, firom classical 
and romantic sources. One of the earliest of 
these representations, of which I was a Bpec- 
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tator, was the Cleopatra of Jodelle, performed 
at the Hotel de Rheims, which, though well re- 
cMved by the higher classes of &e audience, 
was by no means hailed by the public with 
the enthusiasm which gorernmeat had ex- 
pected. The great bulk of the population, 
indeed, are still wedded to their andent the- 
atrical representations ; and it has been found 
necessary to rescind the royal edict against mys- 
teries, and permit their representation, after 
being subjected to a judicious censorship. 

X certainly had flattered myself that the 
F^^nch theatre was destined to undergo an im- 
provement, and tliat pieces, after the manner 
' of those performed at Rome, would win ap- 
plause from the French people ; but it is ap- 
parent that witliout fnrolity and buffoonery 
nothing will please here, and I even much 
doabt whether the lapse of a century will work 
a sufficient change to give the mind of the 
Parisians a relish for refined literature. 
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Every thing at court eontmumg to irew Hit 
sune aspect, I had nothing new to chroiude 
until the period that brought the foUowii^ ex- 
traoidiiuLTy and unexpected news toaching ih» 
emperor of Germany. 

Having experienced a encceesion of reTerees, 
Charles V., still desirous to avenge himself an 
his enemies, directed the last great efforts of lus 
reign against France. But the resolution of the 
duke of Goise, and the firmness of the FreniA 
soldiery, frustrated all his efforts f^^st Metz, 
and he was forced to ruse a siege which he had 
sworn never to abandon, after a loss of forty 
thousand men. The diet of Angsburgh too, 
ia 1555, confirmed the treaty called **The- 
Ijberty of Passau," and thus invested the Pro- 
testants whom he had persecuted, with rights 
equal to those of the Catholics. Charles thus 
beheld the wreck of his projects, the disgrace 
of his arms, the diminution of his power, and his 
enemies augmenting daily. Hurried forward 
by the cepriciouB agitation of ambition, it would 
seem, to the performance of something extra- 
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ordinaiy, he adopted the resolation of reeigning 
his hereditary posaessioiiB to his son Philip^ 
The states of the low countries being assembled 
at Loavain, in the month of October, the em- 
peror retraced in a pompouB harangue, the agi- 
tated and painfiil existence he had encountered ; 
his frequent journeys to Europe and eren 
Africa, as well as the wars in which he had 
been incessantly engaged. He laid particular 
stress on the sacrifice of his time, his pleasures 
and his health, in defence of religion and tiie 
advancement of the public interests, and con- 
cluded with these words ; 

" So long aa my energies permitted, I hare, 
to the best of my power, performed my duty. 
I now find myself attacked by an incurable 
disorder, and the infirmities of nature require 
repose. The prosperity of my people is fiir 
dearer to me, than the pleasure of reigning. 
In the place of an old man on the rei^e of the 
grave, I present you a prince in the spring 
of life, active, enterprising and gifted with 
sagatnty. As regards myself, if I have C01117 
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mitted some errors io tfae progress of a length- 
eaed reigo, I trust you will impute them to my 
weakoess, and supplicate that they may be for- 
giTen. I shall never fail to cherish the most 
lively recollection of your fidehty ; and your 
prosperity will he the first ohject of the prayers 
I offer up to the Ahnighty Ood, to whom I 
am about to consecrate the residue of my 
existence." 

Then turning towards prince Philip, who 
had already cast himself upon his knees, and 
kissed the hand of his father, the emperor pro- 
ceeded to deliver some paternal advice on the 
sacred duties of a sovereign, conjuring him to 
toil without intermission for the prosperity and 
happiness of his people. 

On closing liis discourse, Charles solemnly 
pronounced a blessing upon his son, pressed 
him with warm emotion to his bt^ont, and then 
exhausted n-ith fatigue, and powerfully wrought 
upon by the tears of the assembly, sank back 
in his seat as pallid as a corpse. 

Thus did the ambitious prince of Spain, now 
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Philip 11., attain the saminit of hiB present 
desires. Bat, who can doubt that, with a s|Hrit 
ao ambitioas aad r^norsdeas as he has ahready 
shown his to be, those deeiree will only ia- 
erease with possession, and grow in appetite 
with the sapply of food. The first symptoms 
of the feTcrish thirst of power, are already 
before us. We have seen what the commence- 
ment of his reign has been. Let the whole of 
Xlorope look to itself, for where the breast does 
not cherish one hnmane or generoas sentiment, 
what can be expected but war and hnman 
butchery, so long as there is aught left to be 
obtained by bloodshed. 

Haying spoken of this first abdication of the 
emperor Charles Y., I may as well add the 
sequel to the tale, although the events which 
I am about to mention, took place after a con- 
riderable interval, durii^ which the monarch 
negomted in v^ with his brother Perdinand, 
who had been already acknowledged, king 
of the Romans, to resign his claims to the im- 
pnial crown, in &vour of Philip also. He 
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took an actin part likewise, in the negoeiBtionB 
vfaioh preceded tlie trace of Vancluse; but 
at length, eitiier irom out wi& siekneas, m 
weary of the turmoil of political life, he de- 
termined to ca«t from him &e last traoffiielB of 
power, and to pass the remainder of his life in 
Spain.. After some d^y, dniing winch he 
brought many contested points to a pacific 
issue, between his son soA the court of Fnmce, 
he embarked in Zealand, and reached in safety 
the country he had chosen as his place of 
refhge. On leaving the ship, be threw himself 
upon the beach, and kiEsing the soil, exclaimed, 
" Naked I came from the womb of my moth^, 
and naked I return to thee, thou common 
mother of all." 

After gaining Bui^os, it is said, the little 
splendour displayed at bis reception, and Uie 
sabseqaent want of punctuality in the payment 
of a pension of one hundred thousand ducats, 
which was all he had reserved from his im- 
mense revenues, tended to embitter the new 
mode of life he had volontarily chosen. 
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He selected for Im residence, the monastery 
of St. Just, near PlacentU in Estmmadiiia ; 
and in this Mdosion, amnsed himself with the 
constrnction of clocks, hnt abandoned the por- 
snit &om haraig fonnd, opon one occasion, that 
he could not bring any two to com»pond 
ezaofly, dropping word, which led hi. servants 
,„ imagine that he reflected on the folly of 
having formerly labonred to compel a large 
portion of the commnmty to adopt a uniform 
way of thinting. 

Por a certain period, the healtbliihiess of the 
climate, and complete relief from the bortien 
of state affairs, made Charles regard his retreat 
„ an enviable place of repose ; but at length, 
renewed and more violent attacks of the gont, 
and if some reports may be credited, a bitter 
feeling of regret on having resigned the throne, 
plunged him into the most gloomy state of 
melancholy, which, in a considerable degree 
impaired the (acuities of his mind. He «)0n 
renounced all recreations, and followed the 
most rigorous ordinances of a monastic life. 
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In the excess of tbis devotional fervour, he 
sought to invent some new mode of mortifica- 
tion, which might make hie peace with Heaven ; 
and he adopted the extraordinary expedient of 
witnessing and taking part in the performance 
of his own funeral. Enveloped in a winding 
sheet, and preceded hy his attendants in 
mourning, he advanced to a bier, placed in 
the centre of the church, and kid himself in 
his coffin. Then commenced the office for the 
dead, the monarch mingling his voice with 
the voices of the monks, who sung a mass 
for the repose of his soul. After the final 
sprinkling of his body with holy water, every 
one retired and the portals of the church were 
closed ; but Charles remained alone in the 
coffin, a considerable time ; and then rising, he 
proceeded to the grand altar, and offered up 
devout prayers ; after which, he retired to his 
cell, and passed the night in profound medi- 
tation. This extraordinary ceremony accele- 
rated the death of the prince, who was sbortiy 
after attacked by fever, the result of extreme 
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meiital agitation. His debilitated frame could 
not resbt the violence of the malady, and he 
died on the 2lBt of September, 1558, having 
attained the age of fifty-nine years. 
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About the period of which I have just been 
writing, expresses of considerable import ar- 
rived from Italy, contdning an account of the 
demise of Pope Julius III., the election and 
death of Marcellus II., and the accession of 
Paul IV. I Buffered the loss of a munificent 
patron in Pope Julius ; but the heaviest blow 
which these despatches announced was the 
death of my beloved and honoured friend 
and protector Cardinal Sadoleti, who yielded 
up his christian spirit to God, in the eighty- 
fourth year of his age. To the last, be had 
F -2 
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uerer forgotten his tender care towards me, bnt 
engaged a much yonnger cardinal than himself^ 
and who, moreover, possessed the ear of the 
new pontiff, to stand forth as my firiend. This 
eminence, named Bomaldi, in his first letter, 
detmled in the most affectjng terms, the Ust 
moments of the saintly and venerahle man, 
and informed me, that not content with formCT 
pecuniary gratificatjons, Sadoleti had named 
me in his will for a considerable l^;acy. I have 
since had proof of the inflnence which his kind 
and upright character possessed even after 
death, for to his recommendation alone, do I 
owe, that I am permitted to retain all the posts 
I now occupy at the French conrt. 

Together with the despatches which I have 
mentioned, I received also letters from my 
preserver Julietta, informing me that she is 
environed hy her relativefi and friends, who 
regard her with not only tenderness but rever- 
ence, in consequence of the earnest zeal with 
which the virtuous and honoured Sadoleti had 
advocated her cause. ' From her commnnica- 
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tion, I found also, that hariog given full in- 
formatioii to the cardinal in writing of the 
mysteries connected with the sanguinary gang 
at the foot of the Alps, by whose hands I had 
so nearly perished, proper steps had been taken 
for snrprising them, and forces despatched for 
the purpose. Several of the troops were killed 
upon the spot, in defending themselves ; but 
the residue were marched in chains to Italy, 
and ihrre cons^ned to the executioner. En- 
quiries had also been made into the conduct of 
the Signora Pastmcci, who had with such arti- 
fice decoyed Julietta into the power^f Bernar- 
dino the poisoner. It was foand that she had 
been for years his confederate, as well as the 
most profligate pander in the pay of Prince 
Pier Luigi Famese. Her ehief oocnpation 
indeed, had beeu that of preparing the poisons, 
with which Bernardino had practised his infer- 
nal trade, the natures of which were so subtle, 
that death might be compassed in an instant, or 
the victim might be subjected for months or 
years to gradual wastings which baffled all the 
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powers of medical skill. Fastrac(n had been 
taken, and innamerable murders proved agunst 
her. She terminated her career of iniquity, 
by being burned to death at the stake, in the 
public market place, all the poisons found in her 
house being cast with her into the flames ; and 
they say, there were enough to have thinned 
the population of Italy, by one half at least. 

My life has certainly presented a very che> 
quered scene, and if I hare tasted many 
of the sweets of existence, I hare not been 
spared my portion of the bitter, which we are 
all, more or less fated to partake. Nererthe- 
less, although former scenes may have wrought 
painfully upon my feelings, I have nniformly 
found some soothing balm ; and many an evil 
that appeared without remedy, has with time, 
and under a change of circumstances, become 
beaiuble. I had confidently hoped, that, ar- 
rived at my years, I should be subjected to no 
farther mental trials, but steadily pursue my 
course and glide in peace to the grave. It was 
a reasonable eipectation in a man now of a 
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mature age, when tbe blood and pasuons, alike 
hninbled by time, experience, and the power 
of thought, should be under peaceful subjection 
to the will and the reason. 

Yet how stands the case with me, and in 
what a degraded state do I appear in my own 
eyes, when I confess my madness to myself, in 
die hours of calm reflection, — HicdoT with 
half a century heaped upon his head, to call 
himself a lover! — Preposterous idea ! the blush 
of shame mantles my cheek as I trace the word 
upon the paper. A lover, and the lover of a 
mere girl! But it will be written. In the 
progress of these pages I have made truth my 
guide, and I scorn to abandon the track now, 
when I come to speak of the present instead 
of the past. 

I have on a former occasion mentioned that 
Mary qneen of Scots, was placed by the French 
king, immediately after her arrival at Paris, 
in an institation of the highest character at 
Saint Germune en Laye. The preceptors in 
the various departments of instruction were 
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eompelled to undergo the most rigid scrutiny, 
S9 to moral condact, ere they could be ad- 
mitted as tntors ; and it was sometimes very 
difficult to find persons property qnalified in 
all respects. It so occurred that, about a year 
ago, the teacher of maeic, a man famous in his 
day, died of en epidemic, and no one could be 
fonnd suited to fill his place in the seminary. 
In this difficulty, as the princesses and their 
few companions, were without any instruction 
ui mu»G, king Henry applied to me, my regu- 
lar habits being well known, and asked (which 
was in &ct a command) that I would for a 
short time occnpy the poet, which he promised 
should not be pa^tted to interfere with my 
more important, duties. I agreed with plea- 
sure, and prepared without delay to give some 
brilliant proofs of my skill and stnence in an 
art which I had ^ways loved. The pupils in 
this establishment are limited to thirteen in 
number, and perhaps such a constellation of 
beauty as I found there ie not to be paralleled. 
Still, though grace and refinement met the re- 
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gard in eyerj direction — there la bnt one Mar; 
of Scotland, and she shone the unmatched t^pe 
of every earthly perfection. It was publicly 
known tliat her union with the daaphin FraoctH 
was to be solemnized when she should have at- 
tained the age of uzteen, a period which was fast 
approaching. Day after day, therefore, was I 
brought to gaze upon charms which could never 
be mine, to listeh to a voice whose tones of love 
were destined for another. The &mnation 
grew upon me; the madness seized me; but 
let me not be nuBunderstood. No rash wish, 
no unhallowed thought ever crossed my mind. 
From the moment I beheld the qaeen of Scot- 
land in snch close intimacy, I swore, with deep 
bat pure devotion, thenceforward to dedicate 
my life to hei 
what may. Si 
it may emible 
being fiu* rem 
rant of his p 
Passion? I 
It is adoration 
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But to return to the dull round of aotion 
and speak no more of feeling. I attended to 
my dnty as instructor, and soon found that a 
blank BameneBS had pervaded the plaifg of the 
last professor. ' I therefore began by dirersi- 
iying the mode of tuition, and also taught with 
the greatest care all the re&i^nente of the 
Italic school, which were then little known in 
France. In a short time I so won apoo my noble 
pupils, that on making my appearance — in their 
guileless innocence, ignorant of all evil and all 
passion — they flocked around me like a band of 
sylphs, and so many questions were proposed 
to " Signor Biccio," that much time would 
frequently elapse ere I had an opportunity of 
giving any methodical instruction. They knew 
too that 1 was not a hired teacher;' and that 
made some difference in their treatment of me. 
However, I soon wrought a considerable change 
in my pupils, as regards the refinements of the 
science, and especially with respect to their 
knowledge of harmony, which had been very 
imperfect. My next step was to propose the 
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performance of some concerted pieces, an idea 
that excited general enthnsiasm and delight. 
. The first attempt of this kind was made in a 
little piece, entitled the Fairy Region, wherein 
I brought all my fair scholars into action. 
After a few representations they declared they 
would cause a stage to he erected in the grand 
hall, and represent the piece in costume. Two ' 
other compofiitiooH, both not only innocent, bat 
moral in their tendency, were also got in readi- 
ness during the fitting up of the stage and its 
accessaries, upon which no expense was spared. 
The scenery was more costly than that of any 
mystery I ever saw; and every accommodation 
for a noble and select audience was liberally 
provided. 

The space before the stage was calculated to 
receive about three hundred persons ; but x)f.e 
proposed entertainment had got noised abroad 
at court, and the effort was who should ensure 
admis^ons. Of course, their majesties, the 
dauphin, Trancis, and prince Charles, with all 
the branches of the royal fcinily, were among 
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, the personages to be preeent ; but these mi 
their high officers filled up the greater part of 
the T&cant space ; and in the dietributions <^ 
the remaining adnuBBioiis, the namher left was 
Dot sufficient *to satisfy a tenth part of the 
claimants. It might have be^i imagined a 
grand jubilee was on the eve of taking place ; 
for many were the humid eyes and pouting 
lips that went away disappointed. 

The day of representation at length arrived ; 
and as may naturally be imagined my mind 
was not a httle agitated, as in case of &ilure 
the blame would certainly have fallen upon me. 
The part allotted to queen Mary was of course 
prominent ; and certunly her representation of 
it surpassed any thing my most sanguine hopes 
could have promised. The applause was fre- 
quently deafening, far exceeding the ordinary 
limits of courtly ceremony ; and in short the 
whole performance was pronounced perfect. 
So gratified was the king, that ere they quitted 
the place, he intimated that a repetition of euch 
j>iece8, from time to time, would be highly 
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agreeable to himself and the queen. The 
eclat thus obtamed drew down upon mj head 
numerous laudations which I could well have 
spared ; and as much court was paid to me, 
in the expectation that at a future performance 
I should be able to give admissions, as if I bad 
the dispensation of d^rees and office. 

Several of these representations took place 
during the course of the year, at the close of 
which the Scottish queen quitted St. Ger- 
maine en Laye, in order to reside at the court, 
for the porpose of becoming acquainted with 
royal etiquette preparatory to her marriage 
with the dauphin Francis. There, amidst the 
brightest and the fairest of the land, in every 
mental and corporeal quality Mary Stuart out- 
shone all competitors. 

Nought was heard of now but the approaching 
nuptials ; and the people b^an eagerly to talk 
of all the fStes, showx, and feastings which were 
likely to take place upon the joyful occasion. 
But while gaiety and satisfaction filled the 
hearts of so many, far otherwise wasit with 
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myself, whose placid exterior was but a mask 
to hide the cankerworm within. 

Well ; if providence has decreed that an 
earthly being shall be cast in a mould of such 
perfection as to render ineffectual every effort 
of human reason to repel its influence, wherein 
is the crime of yielding to the fascination in 
secret, and devoting every energy to the ser- 
vice of the object adored ? 

Let me turn to other matters, however, if I 
can. As an agent of the Holy See, one of my 
prescribed duties has been to watch closely the 
motions of the cabinets of France and Eng- 
land, and more especially to observe every 
intrigue connected with the destiny of the 
yonthfiil queen of Scots, whose subjects have 
already shown too evident a tendency to em- 
brace the heresies of the age for the conclave 
to fedl at ease with a knowledge of the ma- 
chinations of the English heresiarchs. I have 
acted up to the letter of my instructions ; but, 
alas, they only bring me into more painful situ- 
ations, although I vainly endeavour to con- 
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qD«r a pasMOD which reason condemnB and 
every reflection upon the disparity of condition, 
years or qualities teaches me is hopeless. What 
thenT If smotherings the impetuosity of my 
Italian blood, I keep the passion sabdaed and 
die a patimt martyr, vherein lies the &ult of 
yielding niys^ a willing victim to my destiny ? 
Yet, were mine a solitary instance of this un- 
conquerable infatuation, I might take more 
hlame to myself for not arming myself with 
stern resolution, and mastering the flame that 
consumes me. But I see others cherishing a 
similar though equally hopeless passion — nobles 
of the highest blood already affianced to ladies 
who might well retun their love. My heart, 
my bononr, is free from other chains but hers : 
why then may not Riccio pine unobserved, and 
only prove his afiection by fidehty and devo- 
tion, the most humble, the most persevering, 
to the idol of hb too warm fancy ? 



There is, in the royal regiment of the Scott- 
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iflli archears, an officer named Archibald Stewart, 
of very nngnlar habits, apon whose proceed- 
ings I have placed a spy, as from some dark 
uid ambigDous words that have escaped him 
respecting the young qneen of Scotland, I have 
been led to conceive suspicions of a very ter- 
rible nature. He is a man of taciturn habits 
and of a sombre disposition, having the bible 
in the vulgar tongue ever with him, and skolk- 
ing about in holes and corners, there to indulge 
his humour in privacy. Though regularly at- 
tending the office of the mass, with those of 
his regiment (all sincere catholics) it is never- 
theless surmised by my emissary that his de- 
votion to the true church is merely assumed, 
asd that internally he follows a different form 
of worship. Now if snch be the case, there is 
mischief abroad, for I never yet found religion 
used as a cloak except to mask the most abom- 
inable purposes. 



A day or two has elapsed since I wrote the 
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last lines, and I find myself called Dpon to 
watch this Stewart with still nairover scnitinj, 
for he certainly meditates mischief of some 
kind. I will assume a disgoise, and meeting 
him 88 if b; chimce, try to enter into conver- 
sation. Perhaps I may worm oat sufficient of 
his secrets to place me on my guard, and guide 
me to the line of conduct that ought to be 
adopted. 



The dark design I suspected has but too 
soon developed itself, and thank God has been 
frustrated. My doubts of this Stewart were 
surely prophetic. As I proposed, I watched 
my opportunity, and completely di^^ised, fol- 
lowed him at a distance. After passing the 
gate St. Denis, on arriving at an isolated spot, 
he slackened his pace, and as usual drew forth 
the bible and began to read. I had likewise 
provided myself with a copy of the scriptures. 
Mid producing the volume, I fixed my eyes 
nptMk the pages as if in the act of meditation. 



;,■ Google 



1 14 RIZZIO. 

but walking faster than he did I speedily fonnd 
myself abreast of the object of my suspicions. 
Having saluted him in a scriptural phrase, I 
asked him some unimportant question ; but 
Stewart raidng his eyes, fixed them upon me 
doubtingly, and by a side movement, without 
answering, seemed anxions to avoid me and 
enjoy his privacy. 

Not b^ng easily deterred from my purpose, 
I continued at the side of this seeming misan- 
thrope, and by persevering, ultimately forced 
him to reply to my questions, but his manner 
was 80 circumspect and his answers so laconic, 
that there was no possibility of eliciting any 
thing from him. One circumstance, however, 
I particularly remarked, namely, the most de- 
termined silence upon his part if I ventured to 
start any political subject, or one that bore the 
most distant reference to the religious feuds 
then raging. When I mentioned the name of 
his qneen, he made no remark ; hut a bitter 
fiend-like light broke from his eyes which was 
not to he mistaken. That very glance seemed 
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to me sufficient confirmation of my donbts ; 
and I resolved, if posrable, never to permit 
Stewart to approach the queen aaobserved. 
This was difficult, as her goord was usually 
selected from the Bcottiah archers. But I re- 
solved to watch narrowly, and if I could not do 
BO, to communicate my fears to the court. 

But on the very next day the event oo* 
ourred. 

Aq evening service was to be performed at 
the chapel of the Louvre, at which, few of the 
court usually presented themaelvee; hut as 
Mary is always strict in her devotional duties 
she prepared to attend, according to her cus- 
tom. A guard of the regiment of Scotch 
archers was then on duty ; hut Stewart was not 
one on this occasion. The young queen having 
descended from the state apartments, reached 
the corridor conducting to the private entrance 
of the chapel, either side of which corridor was 
thickly lined hy-the privates of the r^^ent. 
It is supposed that Archibald Stewart, habited 
in his ordinary attire, easily prevuled ppon 
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some of his aesociates to permit htm to take 
his ststioD behind them, allegii^ some excase 
or other to account for the singalarity of the 
retjuest. I followed the yom^ queen within a 
yard or two, and examined the &cea of the 
soldiers on either ode while advancing ; bnt I 
actually did not pOTceire Stewart, who must pro- 
bably hare remained half crouched to the earth 
until the moment arrived for the execution of 
his diabolical purpose. Mary was within a 
few pacee of the portal of the chapel, when a 
rustling sound caught my ear, and directing 
my eyes like lightning to the spot, they rested 
on ED upnused hand grasping a naked poniard, 
and about to strike over the shoulder of one of 
the guards. I rushed forwards and just seized 
the &lling arm of the murderer in time to pre- 
vent the dagger's point drinking the blood of 
the beautiftil and innocent princess. I had 
wrenched the weapon from the villain's grasp ; 
but, as Mary, staggerii^ back in terror a few 
paces, fdl upon my arm, I was obliged to 
loose my hold of the miscreant; and be had 
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already nearly reached the entrance of the 
corridor, irhen I called out alond to shut the 
doors and seize the assassin. Fortunately the 
order was obeyed at once ; and the stranger, 
whose face I had not yet clearly seen, was ar- 
rested. When I had seen her majesty conveyed 
back in safety to the Louvre, I found him coa> 
fined in the guard room of the palace, and as I 
had expected, the features presented to my 
view were no other than those of the long sus- 
pected Archibald Stewart. 

The guards were just about to remove him 
to Vinceniies, and I returned almost imme- 
diately to the apartments of the queen of Scot- 
land, to inquire after her health. She received 
me at once, and poured forth thanks upon me 
in terms which I will not venture to repeat. 
At the same time she seemed anxious to know 
more of the unhappy man who had attempted 
to destroy her; and fearful that he might be 
treated with cruelty, she besought me to visit 
him the next day — nay, to console and to sup- 
p<ni him ; and having obtained a special order 
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of admisdon, I repured to the dungeon of 
Viacennes, where in a Bubteiranean chamber, 
iUamined only by a feebly gleaming lamp, I 
found the wretched prisoner. He directed his 
look towards the door the moment it opened ; 
but his eyes seemed to emit a malignant Are, 
the glare of which was rendered more fierce, 
by the doll gloom that hung upon the rest of 
his sallow visage. It was with difficulty I got 
him to speak at all ; but when I touched upon 
the heinous nature of his offence, a laugh of 
mockery broke from hita, and, instead of 
showing the slightest sign of remorse, he 
seemed to glory in the attempt and only to 
regret its fidlure. 

" What is predestined," he s^d, " cannot be 
avoided. We are each elected t» our parti- 
cnlar tasks ; some to suffer and resist, some to 
sQcceed and triumph. I was put upon this 
deed by a voice that will not be disobeyed. 
It was no choice of mine ; for I have no plea- 
sure in slaying the young and the beaudiul ; 
but the voice still s^d, * Do it ! she will bring 
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the abominatioo of desolation amongst her 
people, and turn all_tlie waters of the land to 
wormwood.' " 

I talked and argued with him in rain. He 
treated — or rather affected to treat the idea of 
the torture with ecom ; saying, that it was a 
gracious dispenBation of Heaven that he should 
be a martyr for the true taith. I endeavoured 
then to eonviace him of his reli^ous errors, 
and even ventured to hold out a hope that 
some mitigation of his sufferings might be ob- 
tained on his giving proof of unfeigned con- 
trition. During the latter part of my address 
he evinced considerable i^tation ; and hardly 
had I concluded when rising from bis seat and 
pacing the dungeon with a hurried step, while 
the clanking of his heavy chains resounded 
though the vault, he showed evidently that hia 
stoicism was not so firm as he would have had 
it appear. Then stopping suddenly, he replied 
in an elevated tone, and in inflated language, 
" Tfainkest thou, I am afraid of tortures, or 
that my body will flinch from the rack! Per- 
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haps thy belief in my pDaillaninuty is derived 
from the cowardice of thine own nature. No, 
I diedaiD commiseration and cost back in thy 
teeth the hope of lenity." 

Then eyeing me with a glance of mingled 
ferodty and disdun, he added in the same 
pompous tone: 

" Leam that, the Scottish gentleman Archi- 
bald Stewart, the enemy of idolatrous Rome, 
rejects the cap of her fornications; and specially 
illumined by the light of Heaven, defies the 
utmost malice of persecution." 

Finding the lenity would prove of no Kvail, 
and well aware that barshoess of tone or man- 
ner towards 8uch a being, would but drive his 
exdted mind to frenzy, I rose to depart, ex- 
pressing the sorrow I felt, that no efforts 
seemed calculated to affect his fatal obstinacy. 
To this he did not vouchsafe a reply, but throw- 
ing himself on the stone bench and folding his 
arms over hie breast, seemed to give himself 
up entirely to his own wild dreams ; and having 
summoned the j^er, I quitted a scene which 
had rery painfully affected me. 
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The young queen of Scots, eent for me aa 
soon as she heard that my visit to the culprit had 
been paid, and made enquiries respecting him. 
Nerer will the appearance of the princess, as 
' I entered the chamber, and with a look beam- 
ing with every gentle and noble feeling, she . 
asked : " How fares it with the unhappy man V 
be blotted out from my reeoUectiou. 

The contrast with what I had seen in his dark 
cell was very great; for the sullen and demoniac 
obduracy of his face was more strikingly opposed 
to the angel look of pity and benevolence, with 
which she enquired after his fate, than his 
gloomy dungeon and its stone bench and chains, 
to the lightsome chamber, all silk and em- 
broidery and gold, in which she met me. 

In reply, I proceeded to detiul every circum- 
stance attending my interview with the priso- 
ner, to all which the princess listened- with 
breathless anxiety ; and when I had done, ex- 
claimed, clasping her beautifiil hands together : 

"Unfortunate creature, how I pity him!" 
Then after musing a few seconds, she added : 
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** He is a maniac, Rizzio ; his wits are bewil- 
dered erideatly. The king must grant his 
pardon. I will, on my knees, supplicate for, 
and if posrable save him. In the meanwhile, 
my almoner shall perform masses for him, in 
the hope that pitying Heaven may soften his 
etublwrn spirit, and lead him back into the 
only path of salvation." 

She again thoi^ht for a moment or two, and 
then s^d in a voice, the persuasive tones of 
which, who could resist 1 

" Signer Rizzio, I owe you no leas than life ; 
and I repose such confidence in you, that even 
to yon, who have prevented the wretched man 
from committing a great crime, will I confide 
the task of taking care of the poor man, as 
far as offices of humanity and kindness may 
be exerted towards him." 

I bowed my head with deep— too deep ad- 
miration, and replied : 

" Yoiu- .majesty may count on my obeying 
your b^ievolent commands to the utmost. 
Would to Heaven, no sach act had ever been 
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coutemplated, as to place bim id this drea<iful 
situation, for from my very soul, I too pity 
him !" Ab I uttered the last words, the thought 
of her excellence whom he had atrivea to de- 
stroy, more than of his fate, made an involun- 
tary tear dim my eyes. The young queen 
gazed at me in silence, and I observed her 
bosom heaving, as if with some strong emotion. 
She took up a volume that lay open before her 
however ; and in a vacant manner turning over 
the leaves, but without addressing any one in 
particular, she murmured : 

" Yes, yes, there are Idnd and noble hearts ! 
— I will see his majesty, and if he affections me 
for his son's sake, as he is wont to decUre, a 
promise shall be extorted from him somehow. 
Signor Rizzio," she continued, raising her 
voice, " yon know the wretched man is insane ; 
and in such cases, the sternness of the law is 
disarmed. Speak ! Tell me, that you can 
bear witness that his mind is not sound ; and 
to you, will I appeal, in order to rescue him 
from death, if it be possible." 
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As the angelic Mary spoke, her eyes were 
turned full upon me, beaming witK an expres- 
sma that will remain fixed in my recollection 
for ever. What was to be done? I knew the 
premeditation of the act ; was iiilly convinced 
that, far from being moved by mere madness, 
Stewart had been actuated by feelii^s, which, 
however demoniacal, vtere the result of deep 
reflection and the calmest thought. What, I 
»ay, was to be done ? Stem truth on the one 
hand, urged me to declare my plain opinion ; 
while on the others, the woj-ds of that angel 
of mercy, impelled me to an act of voluntary 
Msehood. I had not the strength to resist ; 
and after a momentary struggle, I replied : 

" Your highness is right ; the man must be 
mod, indeed, who could attempt to injure you. 
Doubtless he is insane ; and if my opinion be 
required, I will so gire it," 

While pronouncing the last words, my voice 
faltered, and my eyes, which until then had 
bees bent to the gronnd, were suddenly raised. 
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encountering those of Mary, gazing upon me 
vitit a look of mingled delight and gratitude, 
for which I could almost have bartered my 
soul's salvation. 

" Your serrices, Signor Hizzio," replied the 
queen, " entitle you to my deepest gratitude. 
I was not unmindful before, of your kindness 
in undertaking, unrewarded, to instruct me in a 
sweet art, which I believe you possess in greater 
perfection than any human being ; but, now 
yon have saved my life, and irom this moment 
you must consider yourself of my household. 
I will speak with the dauphin as to the post to 
be assigned you ; and on that head, you shall 
hear more very soon. In the meantime, I pray 
yon make known to my almoner, that I would 
see him ; for the appeals of humanity are first ' 
to be considered, and the life of a fellow erea- 
tare, in my estimation, is too valuable to 
leave any means untried of saving it.'* 

With feelings, which I cannot find words to 
ezpresa erea now, I retired &om her majesty's 



;,■ Google 



presence, and did her bidding to her almoner. 
Then returning to my apartments, I sat down 
to think over all that bad just past. 

Abandoned to my own reflections, I began 
seriously to meditate on the »taation in which 
I was involved. Here was an individnal about 
to be arraigned, of the greatest state crime, 
and I was to aid in saving him by pronouncing 
him mad. The conviction too, forced itself 
upon me, that when called into open court, 
instead of taking advantage of this favourable 
chance, and seconding the merciful views of 
the queen, the delinquent would be foremost to 
spurn any attempt at fraud, and brave his fate, 
maintaining the sanity which would condemn 
bim. I had to recollect too, that opposed to my 
mere opinion, the sagest doctors of physic, as 
well as of jnrisprudence, would be assembled 
to examine the prisoner with utmost care ; and 
when I considered all these facts, my conclu- 
sions were far from comfortable. I knew not 
what to do, how to act ; and thus I sat pausing 
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and doubting, and he^tating, tmmindfal of the 
march of time, thongh the night had &r 
waned, and all was gniet in the great city 
aronnd me. 
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From the reverie into which I had fallen, I was 
Buddenly roused by hearing the melancholy chime 
from the belfry of St. Germain L'Auxerois 
announcing, to my surprise, the hour of mid- 
night. Hieing from my seat, I was about to 
retire to bed, when the profound stillnese of the 
little world around me was disturbed by the 
slow tread of footsteps advancing up the stair- 
case. They suddenly made a bait at the door 
of my chamber ; but well aware that it was 
locked, I listened, e^cpecting to hear the person 
who had paused, ascend to a higher story of 
the building. While I stood — I knew not why 
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— in a state ofaome agitation,! heard a key turn 
in the wards of the lock, and to my infinite asto- 
nishment beheld the door gently opened by a 
tall man, habited in black with his &ee half con- 
cealed by a vizor. Closing the door with cantion, 
he advanced to the seat opposite that I had re- 
cently occupied, and with bis hand motioned 
me to be seated. Half stupified, I obeyed, 
and my mysterious visitor, without waiting any 
questionfi upon my part, addressed me at once. 

*' Signor David Rizzio," he said, " this visit 
is intended in amity, and T only trust the result 
may prove beneficial to yonr interests, for you 
stand in need of good counsel." 

He paused abruptly and I cuuld see his eyes 
gleam at me through the mask ; but I had now 
had time to recover my composure ; and after 
eying the stranger from head to foot, with the 
greatest coolness, I demanded, in a steady and 
determined tone of voice, to whom I was in- 
debted for this unexpected visit, and what might 
be the meaning of such an unlooked for in- 
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" Thou knonest iu£ not," replied the stranger, 
in a grave and what eeemed to me an affected 
tone, " bat well art thoa known to me ; neitJier 
are thy purposes hidden from me, Signor Itizzio, 
nor the basis on wlucb many a gay day dream 
of ambition is founded. Thou bast preserved 
the life of the young queen of Scotland, and 
tbe court holds itself thy debtor." 

" Nothing is due for the performance of an 
act of duty," I replied ; " nor do I claim any 
reward, good ar. If therefore this visit has 
had for its object to check inordinate especta- 
tions, your pains might have been spared ; for 
content of heart is the best harvest than can be 
reaped after the consciousness of having acted 
well." 

■ " Thy view isquite just," replied the intruder; 
" yet it appears the young queen has begun, at 
an early period, to bestow favours upon thee, 
notwithstanding the disinterestedness of thy 
professions. This intrusion however is merely 
to put thee on thy guard against some perils 
which I shall be the better enabled to do, if^ con- 
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fidiBg in me, thou will unveil the nature of the 
compact whereby thou art bound to her high- 
ness." 

Here the stranger paused for a moment, as 
if recollecting himself; and then continued, 
" True indeed, it is but a confirmation I demand 
from your own lips of that whieh is already 
femiliar to.me ; but if you freely give it, I shall 
be the better enabled to counsel and befriend 
you." 

Although there seemed to me something very 
absurd as well as Jesuitical in this species of in- 
terrogation, it did not iml to place me on my 
guard ; for J felt assured my visitor was but 
partially acquainted with the &cts, and sought 
to entrap me into some thoughtless admission. 
I resolved therefore to proceed with circumspec- 
tion, and weigh every word ere I ventured a 
reply'; although loi^ practice in the manage- 
ment of state affairs rendered me no novice in 
cases of such deecription. As my mysterious 
interrogator had spoken of favours already 
conferred upon me by the young queen, I fixed 
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upon that point, hoping thereby to acquire aome 
insight into the motives of his vieit, aixl more 
particularly to ascertain the parties by whom he 
was instigated. 

" Since, you seem, sir, to speak with conti- 
dence," I replied, " respecting some favour 
bestowed upon me, by her majesty of Scotland, 
you will doubtless make me acquunted with the 
extent of the grace, if you really p09S< 
knowledge ; for I must plainly inform you that 
1 am not aware of any change in my situation, 
and must consequtmtly own myself your debtor 
for the intelligence, should any honour or re- 
ward be granted me." 

The unknown appeared somewhat confuse 
at least, be made no reply for several minutes ; 
and finding the silence continue, I went on, ac- 
companying my words with a meaning smile — 

" As it appears, sieur, that the nature of my 
allied happiness is not precisely known to 
you, I can feel no hesitation in stating, that, by 
iny skill as a musician, I chance to have given 
her highness some satisfaction, and that in con- 
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sequence I may aspire to some distiactJon in 
her chapel or her orchestra ; an elevation which 
I trust cannot excite the jealonsy of any aspir- 
ant to political aecendenc;. But if I mistook 
you not, the object of your unexpected visit is 
to advance my interests ; if so may I enquire 
in what way your appearance here can prove 
of such service?" 

I paused ; and my visitor, as if puzzled what 
to reply, remtuned silent also, until finding I 
had no intention of saying another word, he 
said in his slow and somewhat over-emphatic 



" Thou servest an in&nt queen, Signor 
Bizzio, but remember, there are other potent- 
ates in France, berades the youthful Mary of 
Scotland. Potentates," he continued, elevat- 
ing his voice and moving his chair towards 
me, with a forward inclination of the body ; 
" who are not to be trifled with." 

Then drawing his left hand from beneath his 
black velvet mantle, and stretching it towards 
me, he added — 
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" Seest thou tliat ring upon my finger? 
Look ! Observe it well, ibr it betobeneth 
much !" 

I directed my eyee towards hie hand, and 
saw on the middle finger a broad black hoop- 
ring, whereon was enamelled a death's bead 
with the arms of France, surmounted by the 
diadem of a queen. 

As I gazed, the blood forsook my cheeks, 
for I knew the meaning of the sign too well, 
and the unscrupulous nature of those who 
were permitted to assume that badge. My 
companion however proceeded, though in a 
more natural tone — 

" I know thou art sufficiently initiated into 
the secrets of the French court, to nnderstand 
my meaning without farther words. Thy lips 
are therefore sealed, or thou knowest what 
must be thine -inevitable fate. Beware ! Be 
circumspect! and tremble to meddle with 
things that concern you not." 

Slowly rising from his seat, this unwelcome 
intruder then bent his steps towards the door ; 
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but before he went, he drew a dagger from his 
belt, and pointed it towards the ring, repeating 
in a deep tone the one word — 

" Beware !" 

Too well had I recognized, as I have Btdd, 
the dreadful symbol, and from that moment 
knew the dangers which sorroonded me. That 
the utmost circumspection was necessary to 
avert the hand of vengeance, should I chance 
to ^ve, 6r ta hare given, umbn^e, was evi- 
dent ; but the difficulty was to ascertain the 
line of conduct to be adopted to avoid the 
peril ; and this I was left to divine as it were 
by intuitioa. That I had already created some 
inimical feelings in a quarter (to which it does not 
become nie to allude more plainly) was very 
apparent, but how I had done so — what was 
the cause of complaint I knew not in the 
least. 

I retired to bed at once, but not to repose ; 
for every event of the day passed repeatedly 
in succession before my fancy, followed still by 
the closing scene ; and puzzled by wandering 
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in the world of fancy without guide or plan, 

I at length determined to let events take their 

course and pursue my own, conscious of right 

intentioiIB, and unheeding the menaces of the 

wicked. 

After a niglit, which had been well nigh 
sleepless, I arose to perform the will of my 
young mistress by repairing to the cfa&teaa of 
Vincennes, for the purpose of mitigating, if 
possible, the sufferings of the delinquent. On 
presenting myself, however, although fiimished 
with an order from what I conceived proper 
authority, I found that my directions were 
coldly received, and on intimating a desire to 
see the prisoner, the application was reftlsed, 
not being backed by a warrant from the chan- 
cellor. Thus circumstanced, and finding I could 
be of no service to the unhappy man, I left 
the fortress and mounting my horse, rode 
slowly to the Louvre. I was very speedily ad- 
mitted to the presence of the young queen of 
Scots, who proceeded to question me in regard 
to Stewart, and I was obliged to acknowledge 
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that I hsd not been permitted to see him. 
Wishing to prepare her mind for what I felt 
sure would be the result, I proceeded to state 
that some new and very rigorous measures 
seemed to have been talien ae r^;arded the 
prisoner, an order nnder the s^nature of the 
chancellor b^g now required to gam ad- 
mission to him. Tiiis information evidently 
gave the princess great piun, and after meditat- 
ing for a time, Bhe summoned her favourite 
dwarf page, Henriques, whom she despatched 
to the king's apartments for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether his majesty was alone. 
If 80, the messenger was to express my royal 
mistress's desire for an audience ; but if queen 
Catherine were with the king, the dwarfs 
orders were to enquire after the state of their 
majesties' health, without making known the 
speml purport of his mission. Fortunately, 
the queen, after the morning meal, had left the 
louvre in her litter, accompanied by her second 
son, prince Charles, and two or three at- 
tendants. The request for an audience was 
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granted instantly, and Mary having ordered 
me to follow her, bent her steps towards the 
cabinet of the king. On gaining the ante- 
room, she directed me to remain there, in case 
my presence should be required; and the 
Toices of the speakers being someUmes raised, I 
heard a great part of what passed between 
them. Hemy received his fiiture daughter 
in law with the greatest kindness, and Mary, 
as soon as the first greetings were over, pleaded 
with much earnestness for the life of the un- 
happy maa who had attempted to take her 
own. She founded her arguments upon his in- 
sanity ; but Henry at first seemed to give very 
little credit to the plea, doubtless comprehend- 
ing that the beaulifiil girl before him was 
moved by pity rather than by reason. He 
spoke almost harshly, reminding the young 
queen that the man for whom she supplicated 
was a determined heretic, and making that 
the ground — rather than the crime he had 
committed — for rejecting all appeals in his 
fevour. 
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The queen, though moved to tears by the 
king's stem tone, ingeniously enongh endear- 
oored to show that Stewart's heresy was but 
another proof of his insanity, and then to my 
dismay, deelared that she had a witness to 
prove that the man was really mad. I ex- 
pected every moment to be called in to the 
king's presence ; but Henry, after soothing her 
with kinder words than he bad previously used, 
a^nred her, that upon her representation, be- 
fore the law was carried into execution against 
the assassin, the most searching enquiry into 
the state of his mind should take place. The 
young queen then petitioned for one boon ; but 
before he would grant it, Henry made her ex- 
phun what it was, and finding, she intended to 
request, that the torture should hot be applied 
to the unhappy man till the state of his intel- 
lects was clearly ascertained, he gave her a 
very general answer, merely assuring her that 
he would bear her wishes in mind, and do all 
he could to give her satis^tion. Thus ended 
the interview ; but I was well convinced from 
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the conclading r^ply of his majesty, that Archi- 
bald Stewart had little lenity to expect. 

Too soon was my prognostic verified ; for ere 
the expiration of three days I aecertuned, 
through a cu-cuitoua channel, that Stewart had 
been subjected to the question, for the purpose 
of wringing from him a confef«ion of his having 
had Bceomplices, or at all events to ascertain 
at whose instigation he had been led to under- 
take the crime he had attempted. 

As I bad expected, he braved every agoniz- 
ing infliction with a stoimm almost unpre- 
cedented, declaring the crime to have been of 
bis own devising, without the intervention of a 
single confederate or confidant, and that in 
pursuing such a course he bad only acted con- 
formably with the will of God, who (Kim- 
manded that all idolatrous princes should be 
destroyed. He boldly too avowed his heresy 
in the midst of his tortures, saying he should 
glory in the true ffuth, even with his expirii^ 
breath. 

My gentle mistress, in the mean time, fre- 
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queotly conversed with me on the subject of 
the assasran, bat 1 scnipulonsly aroided telling 
her the facts which had attained my knowledge 
regarding the wretched man and the tortures 
he had endured. 

Such was the state of things, when, after the 
lapse of ten days, the Scottish queen received a 
notification on the part of the king, that she 
must be ready on the following morning to 
produce any evidence she had to prove the 
culprit of insane mind. Thinking the time 
had gone by for my testimony to he requu%d, 
I was little prepared for this unwelcome sum- 
mons, which I did not hear of nntil ordered 
into the queen's presence on the evening of its 
receipt. It startled and alarmed me a good 
deal ; but her majesty had recoorse to such 
irresistible persnasions, that I resolved, if my 
life should be the sacrifice, I would not falter 
in my resolotion of supporting her generous 
fiJsehood. 
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The miserable fate of Archibald Stewart is 
accomplielied. But let me tell the erents of 
the last few days in order. At an earl; hoar 
on Tuesday last, two of the king's attendants 
presented themselves to escort me to the cham- 
ber of audience, and I was conducted to a part 
of the palace I had never before Tieited. There, 
in a somewhat gloomy anteroom, I wafi di- 
rected to wait until summoned, and kept in a 
state of unpleasant suspense for some time. 
At length however the two men returned, inti* 
mating that my presence was required. I M- 
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lowed them in Eileuce along a passage but very 
faintly lighted by lanterDS against the walls, 
and passing through an arch doorway, I found 
myself in a sort of hall of no very great ex- 
tent. At the fiirther end was a raised platfona 
on which werfc seated king Henry with the 
dauphin and prince Charles; and, to the right 
and left of the royal personages, were a good 
numher of the nobility standing. A massive 
bar ran along in front of the platform, sepa- 
rating the royal party from tbe men of the 
robe. A little further forward was a large 
table snrrounded by clerks in black velvet 
robes and bonnets, and on an elevated seat to 
tbe right was the famous chancellor de THopi- 
tal, with his venerable white beard flowing 
over his breast, surrounded by numerous offi- 
cers, and having at hb feet twelve of the most 
celebrated lawyers of the parliament of Paris,* 

* Either tbere is an error in hiitory here, or Signor 
David Riccio is right anil moat other authoritiea wrong. 
Tbe Editor cannot he responsihle for inch deriationi 
from tbe ttatements of ordinary hiitoiians. Editor. 
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A Dumb^ of Huisalers and officers of this 
peculiar court, which, I was told, had not been 
called upon to sit for nearly a century before, 
made np the rest of the audience. 

I was conducted at once to a species of ros- 
trum exposed to every eye ; and to say truth, 
my first sensations were anything but pleasant. 
Looking round me, I perceived that what 
seemed to be a corridor, with windows (or as 
we call them, balconies) opening upon the hall, 
skirted three sides thereof, at the height of per- 
haps sixteen feet from the ground, fielbre 
each of these windows, were suspended black 
velvet cortaios for the apparent purpose of 
hiding the persons of any distinguished visitors, 
male or female, who received permission to be 
present. Having taken a general survey of 
the apartment, my ear was suddenly caught by 
the sound of a voice that was not unfamiliar 
to me, and directing my eyes towards the spot 
whence it seemed to proceed, I perceived a very 
sumptuously dressed cavalier, with whose fea- 
tures however I was altogether unacquainted. 
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though I had a full viev of his fiace as be 
passed a narrow door, which being unclosed to 
give him admiseion, showed the foot of a flight 
of steps communicating apparently with the 
corridor above. Once more I raised my eyes, 
and at that moment I caught sight of the &ce 
of Catherine de Medicis at one of the windows 
above, as she drew closer the velvet curtains, 
evidently shrinking back for the purpose of 
avoiding recognition. There was another face 
however at the neighbouring window ; and far * 
otherwise was it with the young Scottish queen 
who, having seated herself nearly opposite to 
me, purposely drew the drapery aside, that I 
might be satisfied she was present, as if she 
divined that the sight of her countenance 
wonld give me support. But no sooner was 
she conscious that I had perceived ber, than 
the curt^ns were instantly drawn to, and I saw 
her no more. 

All this passed in a very short space of time, 
while the chancellor was speaking a few words 
— as if unconscious that I had made my appear- 

T3L. III. H 
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mice — to one of the doctors of the law seated 
below him ; but I was soon called apon to play 
my part in the scene (and a painful and alarm- 
ng part it was) by the voice of one of the 
huissiers summoning me to adduce any proof 
of the insanity of Archibald Stewart, if indeed^I 
had, as had been asserted, aaght to say in that 
behalf. 

I was totally unacquainted with the forms of 
French courts of justice, which are indeed the 
most extraordinary in the world ; I was embar- 
rassed with many doubts as to the justness of 
the views I came thither to assert ; and I was 
agitated by meeting every where the criticising 
eyes of a multitude, few of whom I knew, bat 
many of whom entertomed opinions directly con- 
trary to my own. All I conld do was to forget 
right and wrong, to look upon myself as an 
advocr.te for the accused, and to do the best for 
him I could. I counted too in some degree 
upon my being a foragner, to excuse some de- 
viation from the strict rules of the court ; and I 
begun a harangue, which was more like a trea* 
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tise upon insanity generally than upon the exact 
circumstances of the assassin, though I en- 
deavoured to bring all my arguments round to 
him at last. Neither the king nor the chan- 
cellor stopped me, and I descanted upon the 
various classes and sorts of insanity — the raring 
madness, the melancholy madness, and the 
idiotic madness — at full liberty. I expected 
every moment to be stopped and directed to 
confine myself to facts ; but no such thing, my 
arguments were listened to with the greatest 
attention ; and I went on in my endeavour to 
convince my hearers that the crime of Archibald 
Stewart, proceeded from melancholy madnesii, 
in which state I contended the patient would 
often show the most perfect command of Ms in- 
tellect, except on one point. 

At length I paased, and a dead silence for a 
period ensued. Every eye was directed to- 
wards me ; and then the Chancellor de L'Hopi- 
tal enquired with a thoughtful air, 

" Sieur David Rizzio, whence has been de- 
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rived the amount of science you seem to hare 
acquired, regarding maladies of the brain V 

" The slender knowledge I may possess, my 
lord," I replied," b the mere result of cursory 
studies pursued at Padua, Florence, and at 
Rome ; for I have been a resident at different 
periods in each of those cities. At Rome more 
particularly I gleaned information, under that 
learned and scientific medical practitioner, Dr. 
Antonio Perizzi, first physician of his holiness 
the Pope." 

" Much praise," continued the chancellor, " is 
duetoyou.Sieur Rizzio, but yon must understand 
that there are artful men who endeavour to con- 
ceal their sanity under a feigned semblance of 
mental aberration. This they will counterfeit 
from various motives ; but more especially the 
guilty wretch often a^umes the appearance of 
madne^is to escape the tortures of the rack or 
any punishment that awaits his crimes. But 
let me remind you Sieur Rizzio, that there are 
many symptoms, that can not be counterfeited, 
such as the peculiar expression of the eye, the 
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look of the tongue, and above aU, long and 
wearing deeplesenesB at night. These are not 
to be found in this marble-hearted, premedita- 
ted assassin." 

I was conBcious of the force o( this argu- 
ment, and aware that watchers had been set over 
the prisoner ever since madness had been first 
hinted at, to ascertain the conduct he pursued 
in unguarded moments, more particularly in 
respect to sleep. However, knowing that the 
beautifhl queen of Scotland was present, and 
resolutely determined to perform my promise, I 
replied : 

" For foe it from me, my lord ; to dispute or 
oppose your lordship's superior judgment ; 
nevertheless permit me to observe, that I ciA- 
ceive mental aberration can hardly be ascer- 
tained by any such signs. Its eccentric varia- 
tions are so many and of such an extraordinary 
nature as to baffle all exact definition. To 
confirm this assertion, I may mention that I 
bave known sleep ensue after many nights of 
watcbiblnesB, without prodtwnng the least di- 



minotion in tbe malady, and in everj other 
symptom, I Iisve at timea heard of a like Ja- 
Tomable change, nniwodiietiTe hoirerer of the 
■lightest benefit to the eafferer. A nomber of 
the decided Bymptoiin of madness adverted to, 
have more or less been apparent in the condnct 
panned l^ the BBsassin, during the interview I 
have bad with him. Wlieo tondnng upon the 
sabjeet of his religioas tenets, for instance, 
nothing could exceed the fory di^>kyed, and 
the enthnsiaam with which he maintained the 
most absurd erron." 

Here the chancellor remarked that aHiudoii 
to madness, had been made in the presence of 
Stewart, in (uder to ascertain what effect soeh a 
hint wonld produce ; but it was observed, that 
be immediately spomed whh contempt the snp- 
pomtion of any absence of reason in himself, pro- 
claiming aloud, that he aeted from a principle 
which thooght and reason had taught and con- 
firmed. 

"You adduce, my lord," Ireplied, "oneof the 
most powerAil arguments, in support of my hy- 
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potbedb; for you ehow tlut here is no attempt to 
counterfeit madness ; and we know that where 
insani^ does reaUj exist, there is nothiog more 
remarkable tlua the adroitness and obstinacy 
with which the person affected combats every 
Buppositaon of the Idnd, as connected with him* 
sel£ If^ howerer, I am in error, most humbly 
do I commit myself to the lenity of his majesty. 
In speaking as I have done, I only seek to 
prove that a deed so heinous without a suffi- 
cient motive, and indeed without any motive 
whatever, cannot be the result of a sane state 
of mind. 

At this period of the sitting, the king left 
the court, committing the further examination 
of the case to the high chancellor. No sooner 
was he gone, than a whole phalanx of phy- 
sicians, professors, and doctors of law, were 
turned loose upon me, and I had to submit for 
several hours to be ^ther cross examined my- 
self, or to hear disquiffltions upon insanity, in 
the course of which, more nonsense was talked, 
than I ever heard before or since. The chan- 
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cellor Bat with exemplary patience, listening to 
all that was said, and seeming to sift the wheat 
from the chafF with great care, for at rare inter- 
vals, he took a hasty note when anything rea- 
sonable was brought forward. 

At length to my infinite satis&ction, the 
sitting was dissolTed, and I was permitted to 
retire. 

To bring the hbtory of the wretched Archi- 
bald Stewait to a close, I have only to add, that 
after suffering the question, ordinary and ex- 
traordinary, during which, a series c^ agonizing 
sufiermgs were inflicted, that make the warm 
current of life seem to congeal eren to think 
of, he was doomed to a horrible death. Scarcely 
would it be credited, that at every one of those 
scenes. Prince Charles was present with his 
mother, watching the agoniee of the criminal, 
whether from natural crnelty, or in the expecta- 
ti(Mi of bearing some confession, I know not. 
Stewart feithful to his word, neverwavered under 
the pangs inflicted, although, I have heard 
it since falsely reported, that he professed him- 
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self penitent. It is indeed true, that when 
almost broken to pieces by the rack, he was 
condncted at midnight, by Uie light of flam- 
beaux, to the cathedral of Notre Dame, di- 
vested of all bat his sWrt ; and there forcing 
him to kneel, they pretended to compel him to 
declare that he had attempted to perpetrate a 
most abominable and inhuman murder, and 
.had imbibed a heretical and damnable doc- 
trine; that he sought pardon of the queen 
of Scots, the king of France, and the Al- 
mighty for the same, and humbly confessed the 
justice of his sentence. Now the fact ig, not 
one word of the above acknowledgment was 
uttered by Stewart, who smiled scornfully, while 
the officer was proclaiming the words aloud, 
in which the multitudes assembled, foolishly 
believed that he devoutly joined. From Notre 
Dame, bound to a sledge, the assassin was 
drawn to the Place de Greve, where the right 
hand, wherewith he endeavoured to perpetrate 
the deed, was chopped off, and red hot pincers 
were applied to various parts of his body. Ho 
H 3 

Dig tiz^c;,. Google 



J54 SIZEIO. 

waA finally torn to pieoes by four horses, and 
tke mutilated carcase was consigned to the 
flames. Sucli vas tlie dreadful to^naticm of 
Stewart's sanguinary attempt. It afforded how- 
ever, a pleasant spectacle to Catherine de Me- 
diou and her farourite son, who, that they 
might enjoy a Aill and uninterrupted view of 
the exeention, had the grand window of the 
Hotel de Ville prepared ^r their reception, 
^d unknown but to a few, witnessed a scene, 
which, not the fee of a hundred thousand 
golden dncats should have won me to look 
upon. 

In the progress of the foregoing pages, I 
have mentioned more than once, the renerable 
chancellor de L'Ho[utal ; and a few approving 
words, which fell Jrom his lips as I was about 
to leave the court, were in my opiniod of more 
worth than volumes of courtly flattery. Ere 
I lay down the pen for a few days, I may as 
well add a word or two more concerning that 
great pillar of the law, addii^ some anecdotes 
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which have reached me r^&rding his conduct 
and demeanoar. 

AltboQgh, at the court, it is customary to 
compare his persooal appearance to the tradi- 
tional portrait of St. Jerome, I never fix my 
regard upon the chancellor de L'Hopital, 
without feeling, as if the great censor Cato 
Btood before me, for there is more calm stem 
firmness than eager fire in his look ; and his 
ample and flowing white beard, pale coante- 
nance, and gravity of demeanoar give an air 
of solemn digmty -veil suited to the old Bor 
man. 

He is very simple in his habits of life, and 
I remember being told by a gentlemen of the 
court, that he had requested Monsieur Strozzy, 
to go with him to consult the chancellor re- 
specting some legal business, when de L'Hopital 
gave them an invitation to dinner. The meal 
consisted however, of nothing but boatUy, such 
being his ordinary repast. They ware four at 
taUe, and previous to sitting down, the time 
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was spent in sage discourse, choice axioms and 
witty repartees ; for at times, when not occu- 
pied with serious atTairs, the chancellor will 
indulge in merry jests as well as any one. 

After the repast, the chancellor was infonned 
that there were in attendance a president and 
a councillor, both of recent appointment, who 
were desirous of being formally received by 
him, on entering upon their offices. He ira- 
mediately ordered them into his presence, 
without moving from his seat ; and my iuform- 
ant added, that the strangers literally trembled 
in the chancellor's presence. He forthwith 
caused a volume of the law to be placed upon 
the table, and throwing the same open, desired 
they would explain cert»n passages pomted out. 
To his interrogatories, however, they gave such 
unsatisfactory replies, and were altogether so 
confused and puzzled, that the chancellor closed 
the book with severe comments on their igno- 
rance, and concluded by informing them th^ 
were merely a couple of asset half a century 
old, and had better return to their libraries. 
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and study the laic before they attempted to 
dispense it. 

Another anecdote of the chancellor's indig- 
nant severity, when forced to comply with un- 
just orders from the court, was told me at the 
same time, respecting his conduct to the Mar* 
quia de Trans, who being engf^j^ in a very 
serious cause, adjourned before the privy coun- 
cil from Bourdeaux, personally presented him- 
self to the chancellor, after having obt^ed, 
through M. de Fyzea, a promise from the 
queen regent of that day, that nothing beyond 
menaces should he inflicted on him. 

The marquis therefore appeared with a con- 
fident air, and began to narrate the follies of 
his youth and many other &ilings, to which 
he was much addicted, even when youth had 
passed ; and in the end h^an to laugh, as if 
follies not to say crimes, were a mere jest. 

" How, sir V exclaimed the chancellor, "you 
laugh, instead of displayiog sorrow and con- 
trition for your iziiquity ? You ought to call 
to memory at the same time, tliat I might 
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bare struck off your head, as soon as the sen- 
tence had been pronounced. Hetum humble 
thanks therefore, to the queen and M. de Fyzes, 
for, by this time, such wonld assuredly have 
been your lot but for them ; and, ta be plain, I 
can with difficulty smother my just indignation, 
so &r as to let yon go without due punish- 
ment. 
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The moniing ofta- the long investigation of 
which I lately spoke, I attended the Scottish 
queen, who was pleased to load me with praise, 
having fidlaciouBly conceived a belief that my 
efforts in the cause of the unhappy Stewart 
would be at least productive of some effect in 
abridging his tortures and rendering his last 
hours less terrible, even if his life were not 
spared. 

On taking leave of the queen, I remarked a 
good deal of bustle and agitation at the court, 
and on reaching my own apartments I found a 
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Talet in waiting from the dacbess de Valen- 
tinois, from vhom he brought mc a billet, re- 
questiag me to come forthwith to her hotel in 
Paris. I followed the steps of the messenger, 
and found the lovely favourite of the king in 
the deepest affliction, news having just arrived 
of the battle of Saint Quentin, where her 
dearest friend, the veteran constable de Mont- 
morency, was reported to have received his 
death wound. I used my beat efforts to miti- 
gate the affliction of the duchess ; and she at 
length informed me that she much wished me 
to write a Latin dirge in memory of the de- 
parted, and to set it to music, in order to have it 
performed before her royal lover in the chapel 
at the chateau of Anet. Having promised tu 
exert the little talent I might poesees, I had 
executed my task before the evening of the 
following day, and my trifling effort was buled 
with praises, heaven knows, far above its 
deserts. 

Fortunately, the report proved to be false ; 
but my task had been somewhat difficult ; for 
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though undoubtedly a great commander ^nd a 
man both of powerful mind and stern integrity, 
few have ever won a repatatiou bo well de- 
served for the most barbarous cmelty as Mont- 
morency. 

It la well known that even his own soldiers 
fly from him while at his devotion and prayers, 
which are offered up every morning, as well on 
his horse as within doOre, and it is a general Bay- 
ing among the troops — " God defend us from 
the constable's Pater Noaters ;" for whether 
repeating them aloud or in an under tone, 
whenever occasion presents itself (as is too fre- 
quently the case in camps) he exclaims — " Go 
and hang me snch a one !" " Tie that fellow 
to a tree !" " Let those soldiers be brought to 
the faalberts;" or, "shoot them before me 
straight !" " Hang me those vt^abonds who 
dared defend the belfry of the church against 
the forces of his majesty I" " Set fire to that 
village and take especial care that the flames 
form a circle of a quarter of a league round, 
that none may escape !" 



Such are the ejaculatioBB, we are assured, 
that daily issue from the constable's lips during 
his matin prayers;' and they never seem 
to interfere with his Paters, which go on, 
in the intervals, to the end. This gallant chief 
has proved tiie most implacable foe <it the 
Httgnenots. On one ocijbsion he repaired in 
person to Popinconrt, a district mnch resorted 
to by those of the reformed religion, as it is 
called, where he set fire to the preacher's palpit 
and the benches of the congr^^tion, by which 
he acquired the nickname of Ctgttain Bum- 
bench. 

After the first consternation which nicceeded 
the defeat of St. Quentin had subsided, and the 
good citizens of Paris were reassured as to the 
safety of the capital itself, nothing bat the 
taking of Calws, shared the attention of the 
people, with the approaching nuptials of Mary 
queen (^ Scots and the dauphin Prancis. To 
state that the preparations on this grand occa- 
sion were on the most magnificent scale, would 
be superfluouB ; for when it is recollected that by 
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this union France and Scotland were to oondtitnte 
but one empire, &nd a clum npon England itself 
was to be established, it will be seen that the 
prospect of political aggrandizemeat thus held 
out to France was of such a brilliaat nature that 
she might well rejoice — so long as men estimate 
extent of power beyond security of poBsession. 
J will not enter upon a detail of the multifari- 
ous shows, &c. that were prepared by the go- 
vernment to amuse and captivate the rabble, 
but merely state that Mary in her sizteendi 
year bestowed a willing hand upon the accom- 
plished prince, now her husband, in the cathe- 
dral of Notre Dame, on the 24th of April, 
1668. 

May all the felicity that can be supposed to 
einanate &om the union of two such high and 
noble hearts, prove the result of this marriage. 
All happy auguries were seen in the marriage 
by the public, and the most tender attachment 
promises domestic happiness. Is it my own 
grief makes me despond in regard to the peace 
of those for whom all my prayers ascend? Or 
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have they att^ed too near the bliss of Ely- 
sinm, for this morning sunshine to be of long 
duratioQ? ■ 

Let me speak of other things, and turn to 
some of the political events which occupied my 
attention and that of the world. 

As if the victims of king Philip II.'s flinty 
hearted cruelty were to hasten in successiou 
to the grave as soon as he had extracted from 
them all he could, only one month transpired 
from the burial of his royal, heart-broken 
iatber, ere Mary of Bngland also resigned her 
spu^t into the hands of her Maker. Various 
causes unquestionably conspired to produce the 
disease which carried her to her grave; but 
the most goading thorn in her heart was the 
neglect of her royal husband. 

To the vacant throne of England succeeded 
the ille^timate princess, Elizabeth, daughter of 
Anne Boleyn, whose union with Henry, during 
the life of his first wife, was directly adverse to 
the coHons of the church, which pronounce 
matrimony to be a sacrament, and therefore in- 
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dissoluble except by the express judgment of 
the successor of the apostles. 

The new queen's heretical opinions once 
more caused a complete revolution in the ec- 
clesiastical aff^rs of England. She at once 
rescinded all the edicts passed hj her prede- 
cessor in iavour of the Catholics, and openly 
restored the Bxerdse of the so called reformed 
religion. This change was far from gratifying 
to me; for it laid an accumulated burthen 
upon my shoulders ; and I was directed to watch 
with the utmost care all the proceedings of the 
new queen, especially in her relations with 
Trance. 

Nor was matter wanting for observation and 
report. Very soon after her accession, there 
came flocking to Paris under various pleas and 
pretences, persons whom I recognized imme- 
diately as mere spies. But this may be ac- 
counted for by the attitude assumed by the 
court of France towards her. One circum- 
stance in particular had given the greatest um< 
bn^ to Elizabeth and her advisers. Imme- 
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diately after the ceremonial of the nuptials of 
Mary and the dauphin, Henry II. gave 
orders to the master of the mint for a medal to 
be struck in commemoration of the occasion, 
which was accomplished with all the celerity . 
possible. But in the legend the medal bore 
the assertion of Mary's title to the crown of 
England. To show the irritable state of Eliza- 
beth's mind, I will relate an anecdote known 
only at court. 

ShorUy after an impression of this offensive 
medal had reached the hands of the English 
queen, one of her famous ministers entered the 
chamber, and discovered his mistress pacing up 
and down with angry steps ; and no sooner did 
she behold her servant, than pointing to the 
table, she exclaimed in a voice half stifled with 
rage :— 

** Hast thou seen or heard aught of that samo 
medal?" 

The minister r^ing the piece and glancing 
at the superscription, replied :— 
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" I hare heard something of this thing jonr 
majesty ; but the fooleiy itself, until this mo- 
ment, had not met my sight." 

" We tell thee what," cried the queen, " by 
ChrtBt's blood, thia insult shall not pass nnre- 
venged, and whether sooner or later, let the 
workers of the mischief look to themselves." 

Let me now, having banished painful feel> 
inga, return to my own history. Nothing can 
exceed the favours heaped upon me by my 
royal mistress since her marriage. Often is 
she pleased to recapitulate to the dauphin 
every circumstance calculated to raise me in 
bis estimation ; and with his ready consent, I 
occupy several posts of confidence in their 
household. Francis is a very handsome prince, 
tall, gracefiil, and displaying considerable 
Hg^ity and skill in the pastimes generally fol- 
lowed by the great ; but I cuinot in strict 
veracity help admitting that the mind of the 
young prince, though formed to ornament any 
rank in peaceful times and ordinary circnm- 
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stances, does not seem to me well calcalated to 
encounter great difficulties, or bear up the 
weight of a royal crown. 

Would that this however was the only re- 
mark I hare to make during the almost daily 
intercourse that circumstances bring about. I 
hare of late perceired that though, when asso- 
ciating with his angelic wife, smiles, which I 
cannot help fancying are in some degree forced, 
will irradiate his countenance, yet when I come 
upon him unobserved and alone, there is a 
settled heaviness of the eye and an ashy hue 
of the cheek, which seems to me to forbode no 
good. Should my young queen be left to en- 
counter alone and unsupported all the dangers 
of her situation, and all the awakened enmity 
of her sister queen of England, alas ! who can 
say what may be the result ? 

These circumstances seem to be unobserved 
by others ; and the efforts of the French king 
appear but too plainly directed towards the 
future aggrandizement of his son. Though 
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temportsing with queen Elizabeth, he has not 
caused to be broken up the obnoxious die ; but 
on the contrary, he secretly forwarded nume- 
rous impressions in gold to the various Catho- 
lic potentates, among whom pope Paul IV. 
has not been forgotten. With all possible des- 
patch the supreme pontiff sent an acknow- 
ledgment to Henry, applauding hid views 
upon the English crown, as offering one among 
the few chances remiuning of regaining tbe 
British island to the true church. I have 
before, on too many occasions, frankly avowed 
my repugnance to coercive measures ; but I 
much fear, that should a Catholic monarch 
again ascend the throne of England, the seve- 
rities exercised by Mary will be renewed ; and 
then the holy see may learn, that rigour pos- 
sesses no power to redeem England and Scot- 
land from the thraldom of heresy. The work 
of a religious restoration must be the result of 
a better light, when all the bitterness of con- 
troversy shall have subsided, and the mind be 

TOL. III. I 
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left unfettered by unjust prejudices, (aiily to 
canrasB the re&AonablenesB of each opinioD, aad 
nltJniRtely embrace a &ith too long estranged 
from British hearts. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



I WILL now proceed to speak, of some events, 
which cloeelj followed the nuptials of the youth- 
ful Francis and Mary. Nothing but feaetings, 
balls, masks, and revelry, prevailed from the 
very highest to the lowest ranks of society, for 
several weeks ; and hardly was a sombre visage 
to be met with, from one end of the city to the 
other. The festival of the Fife Dieu (Corpus 
Christi day) arrived, without having produced 
any apparent diminution of the general delight ; 
and in order that the enthusiasm might be fed 
by fresh fuel, it was resolved that the fete of 
1 2 
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the Lord ehould be welcomed with more thaii 
ordinary pomp and solemnity. AU the grand 
dignitaries of the church in France were 
inrited to be present ; the comrtiers of every rank 
esteemed themBelves bound to go to the most 
lavish espense upon the occasion. The pre- 
parations made by the citizens kept pace with 
those of the great ; and in every street through 
which the procession was to pass, the fronts of 
the hotels were decorated to the second stories 
with rich tapestry, hangings of velvet, silks, em- 
broidered cloths, and other costly stufia ; and 
the centre of the streets, for the entire length 
of the way, was thickly strewed with flowers. 
The air was rendered one constant breeze of 
perfume, by the various spices and balms placed 
at regular distances in silver and other vases ; 
and when the long wished for morning at length 
dawned, as if nature participated in the general 
joy, never did the sun burst forth in more re- 
splendent glory. 

At the time appointed, the brilliant procession 
set forward from the palace of the Louvre, on 
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Its way to the cathedral of Notre Dame; and 
truly, may it be said, that nerer was witnessed 
in the memory of man, so gorgeous a display. 

Firet walked the halberd men, three hundred 
in number, marching six a breast, followed by 
the Franciscan and Dominican brotherhoods, 
displaying the various banners of their orders. 

A troop of three hundred horsemen came 
next, wearing over their scarlet liveries bur- 
nished breastplates, and steel caps upon their 
heads ; and behind them appeared the devout 
sisterhood of Misericordia and the nuns of 
Saint Medard. Then followed a long train of 
prieste, deacons, and subdeacons, all in their 
most splendid robes, having each a rosary and 
a missal in his hands ; and the monks of the 
greater and lesser monasteries of Saint Augus- 
tine sacceeded, right notable fraternities for 
science and learning, after whom came the 
sisters of S^t Ursula and of Saint Anne. 

The gallant troop of the royal archers in 
their casques, gorgets, and cuirasses, with 
donbletfl of green, edged with gold, and crim- 
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mm hoee, made a most splendid display, their 
pennons floating and their horns producing a 
most delightihl harmony. 

Two more religious fraternities and two 
sisterhooda next advanced, the monks display- 
ing a variety of scrtptoral dericea, upon rich 
fl(^ of tafiaty ; and behind them the servitors 
of the royal household made their appearance, 
whose various offices it would be over tedibos 
to ennmerate. 

The priests, choristers, and assistants of every 
description belonging to Kotre Dame, with 
elisors, flags, instroments of music, and trap- 
pings without end, came in succession; and 
then, under a splendid fringed canopy of tissiue 
of gold, appeared the Cardinal de Lorraine, 
bearing the host in a case of pure gold, studded 
with precious stones of inestimable value. He 
was supported by four bishops on either side, 
while the twelve poles of gilt brass that sup- 
ported the canopy, were npheld by the same 
number of princes of the blood, or dukes and 
peers. 
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A trtun of yonng girls tben followed, all 
habited in white and goM,with baskets formed 
of pearis, whose office it was to strew lillies 
and roses on the pathway of the beantiitil 
Mary queen of Scots, whose lovely form luider 
a canopy of white silk tafiaty edged with silver, 
drew^ forth fi-om the admiring multitudes, many 
an ejaculation of wonder and delight as she 
advanced. Over her shoulders floated a pro- 
fosion of aubnm ringlets, through which peeped 
at intervals, a plain coronet of virgin gold, 
whi^ her ivory and taper neck was encircled 
by a raff, composed of the choicest lace that 
art bad ever yet prodaced. Her robes, the 
emblems of her mind, were of white satui, 
thickly embroidered with pearls, and she bore 
in her hand a cmcifix, composed of brilliants, 
attached to a rosary of emerald beads. Behind 
her, moved the ladies of her household in 
sumptuous attire, followed by a train of 
equerries attendant on the daaphin, who, pre- 
ceded by a. cavalcade of noblemen, then made 
his appearance habited in the royal robes, as 
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•oTereign of Scotland and of the En^h 
realms. Guards on foot and troops of horse 
followed ; and after them the bulk of the conrt, 
gentlemen and noble ladies, each vying with 
the other in the display of everything that b 
splendid in costume and ornament. 
. Preceded by the ladies of her household 
under a crimson canopy, next appeared qae^i 
Catherine, consort of king Henry II., on either 
side of whom walked six princesses of the 
noblest blood of France, followed by many 
others alike remarkable for dignity, grace, and 
beauty. The guard of the king's body, with 
caps surmounted with plumes of party coloured 
feathers, and in doublets and cloaks of crim- 
son, blue and gold, now met the eye ; and be- 
hind them came the kmg of France himself, 
marching beneath a canopy of purple velvet, 
thickly studded with fleurs-de-lb, formed of 
pearb. The canopy was upheld by sixteen 
princes. 

A trtun of the nobility followed, and then a 
band of martial music habited in cramoisie 
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cloaks and doublets richly embroidered, with 
bote and stocking of yellow silk, and velvet 
caps of the same colour, surmounted by plumes 
of green and white. Troops of horse and foot 
closed the pompous procession. 

Two incidents however occurred, which 
tended more to render the occasion remarkable 
than even the extraordinary splendour of the 
display. That particular portion of the train, 
where Mary queen of Scots appeared, had 
just reached the middle of the Rne Saint Ho- 
nore, when bursting from amidst the gazing 
crowd, and breaking through the line of soldiers 
stationed three feet apart on either side, to pre- 
vent the eager multitude from impeding the 
procession, ' an elderly female rushed direct 
towards the person of the young queen, and 
prostrated herself upon her knees with out- 
stretched hands, grasping the robes ^ the prin- 
cess, and excl^ming with an enthusiasm bor- 
dering upon frenzy : " Forgive me I forgive 
me ! All I want to know, is, whether thou 
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CEDs't reallj be flesh and blood, there b so 
much that is heavenly about thee I" 

The guards, who bad by tbb time sprang 
forward, ironld have violently torn the poor 
creature away ; but the gentle Mary forbade 
them, saying : 

" Do not touch the kind creature. She is 
under my special protection." Then presenting 
her lovely white hand to the woman, she con- 
tinued, with a tender almost sorrowful smile : 
" I am aa thou art, mere mortal flesh and blood, 
subject to all the calamities of human life. 
Loolc therefore, poor creature like myself, to 
another state for the angels thoa inquirest. 
after," 

The woman having touched the hand of the 
qaeen,and found it human, sank backwards in 
the arms of two of Mary's attendants, to whose 
care she ^ as consigned, with orders that she 
should be forthwith conducted to the Ijouvre, 
and there entertained, until the retnraofthe 
princess from the service at Notre Dame. 

It may here be as well to state, by way of 
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conclusion to this affecting scene, that the poor 
woman received a pension, which was uniformly 
paid until the hour of her death. 

Such an occurrence caused a delay in the 
prepress of the procession, and gave rise to a 
variety of rumours of the most ahsurd and 
exaggerated nature. One report went to state 
that a follower of the heretical ^th under the 
disguise of a female, had attempted the assassi- 
nation of the Scottish queen. Another averred 
that a prophetess had obtruded herself to fore- 
tell the early death of the princess; and to 
crown the whole, a third statement went to 
assert that saint Catherine had actually ap- 
peared in a visible form, imd borne away her 
youthful majesty to heaven. 

Order having been with some difficulty re- 
stored, the procession continued to advance ; 
and after entering the cathedral of Notre 
Dame, from the king of France downwards 
every individual at once took the station pre- 
viously allotted him, that of the dauphin and 
Mary Stuart being directly opposite to the 
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thrones erected for the reception of the French 
king and his consort, and not iar remored 
from the grand altar. 

Daring the preliminary ceremony of the as- 
pei^ation a variety of relics were borne through 
the ranks of the countless multitudes, who 
thronged the sacred edifice, and of course the 
fimt display of these costly gems took place 
before the royal personages. One of the most 
revered objects of this description is the Sacra 
Spina, part of the crown of thorns whereby 
the head of our Saviour had been bound. 
Falling into the hands of Joseph of Arima- 
thea, it subsequently became a prey to the 
Mussulmans, from whose sacril^ous keeping 
it was, during the Crusades, taken by ■Godfrey 
of Bouillon, by whom it was sent to the kings 
of France, and has ever since been rever- 
entially preserved among the relics of the ca-* 
thedral of Paris. The relic itself is encased 
in au imitation in gold of a crown of thorns, 
with crystal in front, through which are per- 
ceptible those points that entered into the brow 



;,■ Google 



BIZZIO. 181 

of our Lord. As the priest bore this ioesti- 
mable treasure, however, to present it to the 
dauphin Francis, by some strange and unac- 
countable fetality, it became loosened from the 
stand on which it was supported, and fell im- 
mediately in front of the youthful monarch, 
after which, rolling onwards a few spans, it 
rested at the feet of his young consort Mary 
Stuart. The princess, lidng &om her chw of 
state took up the adored relic, and pressing it 
to her lips with all humility, immediately re- 
placed it in . the hands of the disconcerted 
priest. 

This singular acddent was forthwith con- 
strued as portending some fatal augury to the 
royal family ; and,eTen Henry II., who had seen 
the whole, though he endeavoured to smother 
his internal feelings, was obviously a good deal 
affected by the occurrence. Catherine de 
Medicis, lus queen, however, notwithstanding 
the mascuhne character of her spirit, in other 
respects, was so overcome by superstitious awe, 
that it became impossible for her to hide what 
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she felt. During the whole of the service 
her demeaoonr manifeeted an aoxietj and rest- 
lessness which wholly withdrew her thoughts 
from the doties of religion ; and indeed it was 
but too obvioas to all around that she wished 
the service at an end. 

The falling of the Sacra Spina, was not only 
known within the cathedral, but on the close 
of the ceremonies, the tidings had spread with 
the rapidity of thought, through a great por- 
tion of the inhabitants of Paris. When the 
procession therefore moved front Notre Dame, 
on its return to the Louvre; a gloom pervaded 
the multitudes, which not all the pomp and 
grandeur of the scene could dispel. As Mary 
queen of Scots and Francis advanced, near 
whom I was placed, I could see many an eager 
face-thrust forward, and many a hand making 
the sign of the cross, while more than once a 
voice was heard to murmur — 

" May the I^ord avert evil destiny from the 
beautiful pair !" 

Thus a day, which had dawned with the 
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promise of uniTereal joy, was cloaded ere its 
coarse had half expired. I was afterwardB in- 
formed by a very esteemed friend, that no 
sooner had queen Catherine arrived at the 
palace, than she despatched a valet to one of 
the astrologers, in whom she placed the greatest 
confidence, who continned closeted alone with 
her majesty for the space of two long hours, 
and that on qaitting the queen, he was observed 
to maintain for the rest of the day a gloomy 
silence. After midnight he returned, and it 
was reported in the palace, that she came with 
him to visit the sepulchral vaults of saint 
Germain I'Auxerois, but for what purpose no 
one knew. 

Afl:er retiring to my chamber, I began to 
ponder over the unpropitioiis events that had 
occurred to damp the popular joy ; and al- 
though I have never attached any great im- 
portance to omens and auguries, yet I knew 
right well that they have vast weight with the 
great mass of the people. I will venture to 
say that on visiting a hundred houses, from the 
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most splendid hotel to the meanest c&bios, 
there would not be found one, where the acci- 
dent that ocoorred to the relic at Notre Dame 
is not conBtnied as a sore warning of impend- 
ing evil to Francis and his bride. Far better 
were it that the FSte Dieu had never been so 
celebrated, than that any thing should have 
happened to produce such a depressing effect 
upon the minds of the Parisians. Such were 
my reflections at the time ; and, while still 
thinking over the event, I received a summons 
from the Scottish queen. Upon hastening to 
her apartments, I was rather surprised to find 
her husband the dauphia seated by the side of 
hie queen. He immediately began the con- 
versation with a placid smile, saying — 

" It is astonishing, signor, how infatuated 
the multitude are with superstitious prejudices. 
The insignificant accident which happened this 
morning at the cathedral has given rise to the 
wildest tales and rumours amongst all classes ; 
and I and our feir lady here, the queen, have 
been more importuned since our return from 
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Notre Dame, than it is possible to express, bj 
the visits of hundreds of persons, whom we 
have no wish to see, coming to enquire whether 
aught has resulted from what they are pleased 
to consider an evil augury, though I think it 
is unnecessary to tell you that we ourselves 
hold snch superstition in derision. Most even 
of our own attendants seem infected by the 
same folly, and have not resolution to keep 
these intruders out." 

Mary then joined in with her sweet voice, 
telling me that it was her pleasure I should 
station myself in the antichamber, as her prin- 
cipal equerry, to prevent any farther intrusion ; 
but, leaving m6 to make such replies as might 
tend to allay apprehension, and place the facts 
on their proper footing. 

I repaired at once to the antechamber to 
obey her commands ; but the task waa far more 
arduous than I had contemplated. The Pari- 
sians are a very excitable race. Many appli- 
cants became vociferous, and in boisterous 
terms insisted on beholding the yoathfnl pair. 
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who, they firmly believed, had already fallen 
sacrifices to the evil inflaeoces that had be«n 
abroad that momiog, and it was with the 
greatest difficulty I could keep them out, even 
with the assistance of the guard ; for of course 
I did not choose to nse violence. 

Althongb the mere idea of the death of two 
SQcb amiable creatures was far from a sabject 
of laughter, yet I must confess I could hardly 
refrain from smiling at the preposterous tales 
that were circulating, every party who ap- 
peared being provided with some fresh rumour. 

Wearied with delivering answers, which nine 
times out of ten, did not satisfy the inquirers, 
a thought suddenly came across me which was 
productive of far more salutary effect than all 
the rhetoric and solemn assurances I oonld 
employ, in calming the minds of the Parisians. 

After having obtained permission from the 
queen and the dauphin, I publicly announced 
that if the enqnu^rs would repair by noon on 
the following day to the grand court of the 
Louvre, the dauphin Francis and his queen 
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wonld be present in the balcony nntil the hodr 
of one, which announcemeDt cut short an end- 
less volume of enquiries. The expedient had 
a farther beneficial effect. Bj noon the next 
day the grand quadrangle of the Lourre was- 
thronged to sadbcation ^ and precisely as the 
palace clock struck twelve, the dauphin and 
his beautiful bride came forth, hand in hand, 
into the balcony ; and such a long continned 
and deafening shout of gratulation I never 
remember to have heard on any previous occa- 
sion of public rejoidug. After 'a short time 
the people retired contented to their homra; 
and thus aatis&ctorily termioated the events of 
the Fete Dieu. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



The politdcal topic whicli now engrossed most 
of my attentioD was the policy of the English 
queen ; and in order to render myself master 
of the pasBing events in that conntry, I sent to 
London a confidential agent, one of the most 
devoted creatures of the queen of Scots, and a 
native of her own country, who had passed 
some years previously in the British capital. 
A secret mode of communication had been 
arranged, and every necessary precaution which 
human foresight could devise bad been taken ; 
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and in due time 1 received &om bis hands two 
packets, which were to me of essen^I eon- 
sequence ; but on a sudden, all intercourse 
ceased, and two months thus elapsed without 
any news of my emissary, leaving me in a state 
of the most painjnl uncert^nty regarding his 
fate. I was still in this perplexed state of mind 
when, who should one day stand before me, 
hut the man himself — in no very enviable 
plight indeed ; for so rigorous is the police of 
queen Elizabeth, that during the third week 
from his landing be was seized as a spy, and 
closely confined. After undergoing repeated 
examinations before the privy council, he waa 
conducted under an escort to Dover, when, on 
embarking, a paper was placed in his hands, 
commanding bim, upon pain of death, never 
more to set foot upon English ground. Thus 
terminated my only hope of establishing a 
secret emissary in London under the wary go- 
vernment of Elizabeth. 

But more tra^cal events at home (for so I 
now consider Paris) soon called my attention 
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from this disappomtment. Henry II. desirooB 
of celebrating the nuptials both of the princess 
his daughter, and of his sister, with all the 
pomp and m^;nificence possible, caused a 
solemn tournament to be proclaimed agunst 
all comers ; at whkh, the king and the dukes 
of Ferrara, Guise and Nemours, were the 
challengers. 

Henry bore for bis colours, black and white, 
which were those he was accustomed to wear 
in imitation of his mistress the duchess Valen- 
tinois. 

The duke of Guise displayed white and scar- 
let, which, it is sud, be bore in remembrance 
of a lady whom he had loved and who was of 
the royal blood. 

The colours of the duke of Ferrara were 
yellow and red, and those of the duke of 
Nemours yellow and black. 

These four princes were said to be the per- 
sons best skilled in arms known to exist, and 
tiiere can be no doubt that, during this touma- 
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ment they performed woDderful feats, the king 
perhaps, on the whole, excelling all others. 

On the second day of the tilting, however, 
towards night, when the sports might be said 
to have closed, king Henry still demanded to 
break another lance, and count Mont- 
gomery, captain of his guardi, being in the 
lists at the moment, Henry commanded faim 
to run a course with him. I was not near 
enough to hear what passed ; but they say 
Montgomery flatly refused, making numerous 
excuses, as if he had some presentiment of 
evil, The king grew irritated, and repeated 
his command in a tone that soon secured his 
acquiescence. Qneen Catherine however, upon 
whose countenance my eyes were fixed at the 
time, as I was close to the royal gallery, testi- 
fied infinite uneasiness, both by words and 
gestures, strenuously entreating that his ma- 
jesty would refriun from any further joust, if 
he felt the smallest affection for her. She be- 
sought the duke of Savoy too, to use his best 
endeaTours to deter the king fiy>m any further 
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feata of arms, Baying, that he had so gallanty 
enacted his part, it was imposeible he coald 
perfprm any more briUiant exploits, begging 
him to quit the lists and join the ladies, who 
were all anxionsly waiting to offer their ap- 
plause of his knightly prowess. All was in 
vain, however ; a dark destiny hung over the 
prince, which was too soon fulfilled. PerceiTing 
Montgomery ready for the charge, Henry, 
without waiting to fasten his vizor, bowed his 
lance to the queen with a grace that captivated 
all beholders, placed it in the rest, and aped 
fiill tilt against his opponent. Few saw clearly 
what followed ; but I believe the circumstances 
were these. Montgomery's lance shivered on 
Henry's breast plate ; and somewhat confused 
and agitated with the tone in which the king 
had last spoken to him, he forgot to throw the 
broken shaft away at once, as he should have 
done. A splinter from the lance struck up 
the king's vizor and entered his eye, tearing its 
way to the very bnun ; and every one saw 
Henry waver in the saddle, though he did not 
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actually fall. He was instantly aurrounded by 
ttie equires in attendance, and the duke de 
Montmorency, who officiated as one of the 
marshals of the field, hurrying up, found the 
prince seriously injured. The king neverthe- 
less did not display any faintness of heart, ex- 
pressing no astonishment or alarm, and dis- 
tinctly declaring that he pardoned the count of 
Montgomery. It were needless to say tb^ 
the queen and the court were in a dreadful 
state of consternation, more particularly the 
gentie Mary of Scotland, who, from the mo- 
ment Henry had received his wound, never 
ceased testifying her grief and anxiety. She 
had early lost her natural father, she said, and 
should now perhaps be bereft of the second 
parent sent her by heaTcn. 

In this state of mental anguish she was 
borne to her chamber by the attendants, while 
the lists, the palace and the city, were in a state 
of c<ynfusion and dismay, impossible to describe. 
^Everything which medicine and the cunning 
of surgical skill could devise, were put in prac- 
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tice, to compass the core of the king's woond ; 
and duly {ffayers were publicly offered up for 
his restoration to health. Nererth^ess the 
monarch expired a few days after, as a good 
Christian, and professing himself a true Catholic 
as his forefathers had been. 

Thus died, in the midst of peaceful sports, 
Henry II., who had encountered so many 
dangers in the wars, wherein be took infinite 
delight. 

The circamstances of his death gave occamon 
to the poet Foroatel to write an excellent Latin 
epitaph upon him, whereof the closing line 
runs as follows : — 

" Qui Man non rapuit, Martis hn^o rapit" 

Henry died universally regretted, not only 
by those of lus own blood, but by all his peo- 
ple and most of the powers of Christendom ; 
lor he had an excellent heart, and was never 
so gratified as in displaying his power for the 
assistance of the suffering and afflicted. He 
was particularly admired for his urbanity, grace. 
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and skill in arms ; and more especially for hi< 
horsemanBhip ; for no prince displayed sucb a 
port in tbe saddle, or was so perfectly master of 
the noble properties of the horse. 

I have learned from the best authority, that 
some years previous to the untimely end of 
Henry II., his nativity was cast by an astro- 
k^^, and that he was informed he should die 
in single combat.* 

The constable being present at the time, the 
monarch remarked : — " Behold, my gossip, the 
death that is presaged me." 

** Ah, sire," replied the constable, " can you 
place reliance in such vagabonds? They are 
only liars and cheats ? Throw the prognostic 
into tbe fire." 

" My worthy gossip," answered the king, 
" wherefore should I do so ? They sometimes 
speak tbe truth. It is of little conseqaence to 
me whether such be my fate or not. If I am 
permitted to look upon death, I shall fear him 

* Hariri and a variety of accredited ftutbors maj be 
fODuUed to nlxtautiiite thii tatt. Author. 
E 2 
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the less ; aod to die by the hand of an adTereary, 
provided he is valiant and I win glory, is all 
that I require.*' 

Without therefore paying any attention to 
the constahle's advice, the king delivered the 
scheme of his nativity to the care of Monsieur 
de rAnhespiue, in order that he might produce 
it -when required, Alas ! neither his majesty 
or his counsellor ever dreamed of this encoun- 
ter ; but ima^^ed that the combat alluded to 
must refer to some duel in closed lists where 
life or death are at issue. 

However, as soon as the king's wound had 
been inspected and dressed, the constable, calling 
to mind the prognostic above alluded to, sum- 
moned Monsieur de I'Aubespine, and desired 
him to produce the paper. No sooner had he 
cast his eyes on the contents, than he exclaimed, 
shedding abundance of tears: 

" Ah 1 this is the ungle combat in which he 
was destined to perish. The die is cast — he is 
a dead man ! It was not possible for the astro- 
Ic^er to explain himself more definitely than 
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he had done ; unlike the great majorit; of his 
fellowB, who ever strive to Bpeak in doabtfiil 
and ambiguous terms, wanting confidence in 
their own predictions." 

Subsequent to the demise of Henry II., the 
count of Montgomery was mach blamed, a« 
the Iting had died by his hand, for not display- 
ing more sorrow and repentance for the unfor- 
tunate event. After making a trifling show of 
penitence, by retiring from the French territory, 
he is said to banish, in the pursuit of plea- 
sure, all thought of the king's death from his 
remembrance.* 

* Od the mbiequent brenkilig out of the civil war, the 
count of Uontgomer; armed himKlf agaiiut tbe then 
king of FYance, Chvles IX. ion of HeBrj II., irboin he 
had Blsin. Having made bimielf master of loiiie town*, 
he kept poiaestion of Ronen, againrt the young monarch 
in person, introdudug English force* for its defence. In 
addition to this, he persiited in displaying the greatest aiu- 
mouty against the royal family until his capture. He was 
afterwards beheaded at Paris. Catherine de Medicis being 
then regent, declared and swore that if the coiint of Mont- 
gomery had otherwise comported himself and displayed 
penitence, she would not have injured him, as the king her 
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The melaDchoIy catastrophe which hefH 
Heniy II., as may naturally be imaginecl, 
created the most serious alteration in the situa- 
tion of the duchess Valentinou". Her grief 
was unbounded ; but her pride remained unal- 
terable; ^d on perceiving the coolness of some 
ladies of the court who had been in the habit 
of existing upon her smiles, she merely re- 
marked: — 

"Poor ephemeral worms, they idly dream 
that the pride of Diana can be hurt by their 
stingless scorn." 

The extraordinary influence Diana of Poie- 
tiers acquired over the mind of Henry II., ob- 



lord and huaband had pardoned the act ; but thinkiDg fit 
to conduct himself with such bortihty towards her (on, 
be had ibewn himtelf worthy of tbe ase, and should die 
■ccordiogly. However, in the life of Catherine de Me- 
dici» and the diary of Henry 111 , the death of tbe un- 
fortunate count of Mon^mery is spoken of in far dif- 
ferent termi, and it must be recollected, that tbe queen 
was of a most vindictiTe temper, and gladly availed her- 
self of any plea to wreak vengeance on the object of her 
wrath, Author. 
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. tained for her the duchy of Valentinois ; and 
soon after his accession, the king ceded to her 
the right of confirmation, whereby sll those 
possessing posts in France, on the coronation of 
every new monarch, were compelled to pay 
down stipulated sums, in order to Jje re-con- 
lirmed in the situations they occupied. This 
latter favour, which Francb I. bad only granted 
to his mother, gave cause for much discontent. 
Diana employed the greater ptu^ of the funds 
thus obtained in beantiiying the castle of Aiiet, 
celebrated by French poets under the name of 
Dianet. The architect of this beautiful resi- 
dence is the famous Philibert Delorme ; and 
surely a more splendid febric, human eyes never 
contemplated. 

Considering how much older the duchess 
de Valentinois b than the late king, her em- 
pire over his affections gave rise to a foolish 
opinion, that she had recourse to magic for 
the purpose of retaining her influence ; and 
even the antiquated tale of the enchanted ring 
of Charlemagne has been revived. But the 
only enchantments resorted to by Di&na are 
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those of the mind, aided by confiuminate 

talents and the most winniiig grace. 

Her beauty iindoubtedly is exceedingly great, 
and she Btill strives to preserve it, notwithstand- 
ing the rapid approach of ^e. She has never 
experienced the wearing effects of disease. She 
rises at the hour of six, and after riding on 
horseback a couple of leagues, generally re- 
turns to her couch, where she continues reading 
until mid-day. Her features are regular, her 
complexion the most smooth and polished it is 
' possible to conceive ; and her hair of raven 
black, flows proliisely in natural ringlets over 
her finely moulded neck and sboulders. 

A few hours before the death of Henry II- 
Catherine de Medicis, sent the duchess de 
Valentinois an order to retire from court, and 
at the same time demanded restitution of some 
precious stones belonging to the crown. 

" Is the king dead ?" demanded Diana, in a 
haughty tone. 

" No, madam," was the reply of the mes- 
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senger ; " but it is impossible his ma.jeaty can 
last out the day." 

" Th^n I have as yet no nuuter to obey^ re- 
plied the duchess : " and when tie prince is no 
more, I shall be too much subdued by angvish of 
mind, to be s^i^ble of the insults my enemies 
would heap upon me." 

Diana was too well acquainted with the vices 
of courts not to be aware that gratitude can 
nerer outlire di^;race. She felt in proportion 
as her ascendency had been great, the more ter- 
rible would prove her reverses. She was aban- 
doned bj almost every friend, and immediately 
after the king's death retired to her castle of 
Anet, where she contiuues to indulge her me- 
lancholy, arrayed in her &vourite colours, black 
and white. In various parts of the castle is to 
be seen her fevourite motto : — 

" Omnium victoran vici." 

" I have conquered the conqueror of all," 

the legend that originally was devised for a 

beautifiil medal, representing the duchess de 

Valentiuois trampling the prostrate image of 

E. 3 
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love beneath her feet. From thia and Tarioni 
other circumetances, there are many who be- 
lieve that the attachment which subsisted be- 
tween her and Henry was merely the pnrest 
and the highest friendship. 

The trifling influence which Catherine de Me- 
dicis had acquired duHng the lifetime of her ha»f 
bond, received a severe shock upon his decease ; 
for fVancis II., passionately fond of his queen, 
entirely h^ given himself up to the guidance of 
her uncles, the duke of Guise and the cardinal 
of Lorraine. These are the two who now rule 
in France; but there are many othem of high 
merit and ^tinction, belonging to the same 
femily. Of these one of the most extraordi- 
nary is the grand prior of France, who is not 
only one of the most exp^ mariners of the 
kingdom, but no less famed on shore ; for, hav- 
ing taken part in different battles by land, 
he uniformly acquitted himself with valour and 
honour. He is also an excellent equestrian, 
which is a ouvumatance I never before witneaeed 
in one reared to tl)e sea. 



;,Googlc 



B1ZZI0. 203 

I WBS present a few days ago at Am- 
boise, when Francis II. ordered the amusement 
of riding at the mg or the quintin ; and I can- 
not refrain &om describii^ the Bpectade, as it 
was one of the most ludicrous I ever Baw. On 
that occasion the grand prior waB the opponent 
of the duke de Nemours, accounted one of the 
most expert horsemen in France. Each bore 
away the ring ten times in snccession on the 
spear's point ; but the grand prior having suc- 
ceeded on the eleventh trial, was proclaimed 
victor. So much for the sport, but it ^as the 
costume of the competitors which was the 
source of the greatest amnsement. The graud 
prior was mounted on a barbed steed, very gaily 
attired as an Egyptian woman, wearing a 
lai^e round hat (or Capeline) in the Egyptian 
&shion. His gowu and accoutrements were of 
velvet and taffata much pnffed out ; and on bis 
left arm, he had an ape dressed in the trappings 
of a baby, the expression of whose visage drew 
incessant peals of laughter from the beholders. 
The animal, however, at length mach incom- 
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moded him in running bis course, the motion of 
the horse making it cling with its claws to the 
rider ; and after the performance of foor tUts in 
this state, he was obliged to drop the monkey 
and continue the exercises without. 

The duke of Nemours was habited as a citi- 
zen's wife, with her cap and robe of black 
cloth, while at the girdle hung a large household 
purse and a capacious ring, loaded with a hun- 
dred keys dangling ti-om a weighty silver chain. 
He entered the arena on a beautiiiil roan called 
Real, which had been tutored by the first 
equerry of Monsiem' le Vidasme and the duke 
de Nemours, to make two r^^ar paces and 
then a leap, springing to a considerable height. 
In short the whole length of the alley of the 
pleasure grounds of Amboise was performed in 
five leaps and ten paces, from first to last the 
duke de Nemours preserving his seat with such 
grace as to win the admiration of all spectators, 
men and women alike. The most amusing part 
of the entertainment, however, to the public 
taste was, to observe the seeming housewife. 
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with her multiplicity of keys, creating a noise 
like the sound of bells at every leap of the 
horse, the rider increasing to the utmost of his 
power the jingling sound of his homely orna- 
ments. All this I witnessed ; and certiunly it 
was one of the most amudng spectacles I had 
beheld since my return from Italy, though one 
wondered afterwards how one could have the 
folly to laugh at it. 



;,■ Google 



CHAPTER XIV. 



I UAVB mentioned our residence at Amboise, 
and I mnet now explain what took the court 
to that remote place, though I will dwell aa 
little as possible on the horrible events that 
there occurred, for they were most panful to 
me at the time, and I cannot but tbink dis- 
graceAiI to those implicated in them. I was at 
the time as ignorant as any one of the motives 
of our removal from Blois to Amboise, and 
wondered with the rest at the change ; but 
very soon rumours of dangers began to spread 
about the court, and the throng of armed men 
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oontiQually pressing into the town, coDTiQced 
me that something was amiss. Our first days 
there passed in pleasures, the last in alarms. 
At leng^th howeyer it became generally known 
that large bodies of the heretics were advaacicg 
in arms against the town, for the purpose of 
seizing upon the person of the king. Multi* 
tudes of their confederates were said to be in 
Amboise itself; and no one knew whom to 
trust. But the duke of Guise and the cardinal 
of Lorraine were prepared for the event ; and 
indeed the removal to Amboise originated, we 
now found, in the desire to place the royal 
iamily in a more secure town than Slois. 
Troops were sent out in different directions, 
engagements took place with different bodies 
of the rebels ; their chief named La Renaudie, 
was killed ; and a multitude of prisoners were 
brought into the town. But now a work of 
butchery commenced that I cannot think of 
without horror. The windows, the water 
spouts, the battlements, were used as gibbets, 
and one could turn no where without seeing a 
L 2 
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body quivering in tbe ^, or finding the pare- 
mcnt stained with human blood. No form of 
trial was used ; no preliminaiy investigBtion ; 
all who were bronght in hy the troops of the 
court were put to death ; and, at length, eze- 
cutionere in number sufficient being wanting to 
kill the prisoners separately, a multitude were 
drowned in the Loire. How far this would have 
been carried none can tell ; but the young queen, 
with her heart torn by the frightfui spectacle 
hourly before her eyes, petitioned her husband 
earnestly to show mercy, and an edict of am- 
nesty was published to all who would return 
to their homes peaceably. 

The massacre was not yet over however; 
and the prayers even of the young queen were 
ineffectual to save a small body of noble pri- 
soners, who should have been spared upon 
every principle of honor and justice. Their 
leader was the count de Casteluau, who had 
advanced to the castle of Nozay (one of the 
rendezvous of the conspirators) not precisely 
knowing, it seems, the object for which he had 
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been summoned, and every one admits that 
there never was a more loyal, brave and honest 
gentleoian. Tlie duke of Nemours was sent 
against him, and in a parley, represented to 
him the crime of taking arms against his 
sovereign. Castelnau replied, that he was not 
in arms ag^nst the king, but merely came to 
present a remonstrance against the tyranny of 
the Guises. The duke of Nemours then pro- 
mised him, and gave it under his hand, th^ if 
he and hb companions would lay down their 
arms, they should he perfectly safe. Castelnau 
yielded at once, and came into Amboise peace- 
ably. No sooner was be there, however, than 
he was thrown into prison, brought to trial, 
and condemned. In vain the duke of Nemours 
urged his plighted word, in vain the beautiftil 
Mary went on her knees to pray for Castel- 
nan's life. His head was struck off without 
mercy, and the court soon after retired from 
Amboise, to seek, in other scenes, forgetfblness 
of the dark spectacle that city had presented. 
During all the events of which I have lately 
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been speaking, I kept a watcfafiil eye upon the 
&ding color and wasting appearance of king 
Francis II., and was astonisbed to remark 
that so completely did love blind the eyes of 
Mary, bis qneen, tbat she remained totally 
onconseiouB of the blow by which she was 
threatened. 

In order to change the monotony of the 
scene, after conferences at Fonttunbleau, the 
court removed from the cajutal to Orleans, 
where the royal couple were welcomed with all 
the solemnities and honour due to their rank. 
Balls wet-e given by the bourgeoisie of the 
town, masks p^ormed, and a constant round 
of festivities and rejoicings kept up, which 
testified the love and loyalty of the good in- 
habitants of Orleans for their sovereigns. 

Weeks thus passed in merriment and joy, 
and fresh f^tes were in preparation, when on a 
sudden his majesty, Francis, was attacked by 
the most excruciating puns in the bead and 
ear ; and nothing was seen but consternation 
and consultations with every eminent medical 
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man who could be (ovatA. For some time the 
sbsolnte nature of the disorder could not be 
discoyered; bat it terminated in an impoBthnme 
affecting the brain, nnder which, the king 
lingered for a short time in the greatest pos- 
sible agony, and at length temuoated his 
mortal career. 

A blow »o unexpected by Mary and the 
French nation, created a dark and piunfiil 
sensation throughout the realm, and more par- 
ticularly in tiie capital. Persons were not 
wmting to declare publicly that the young 
king had not come fiurly by his end, bat that 
some corroeiTe poison had been poured into 
his ear, which had first wasted his frame, and 
tiien gradnidly destroyed him. What pretence 
there coald be for sach a suspicion I cannot 
comprehend ; for the most careAil consider- 
ation of the sabject did not show one, of all 
those allied by blood, or otherwise, to the 
prince, on whom a doubt coald rest 

Nothing can exceed the sorrow of the Scot- 
tish queen under this dreadful event; none 
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but her chosen and dearest associates are ad- 
mitted to her presence ; she debars herself 
from every enjojment. One third of the day 
is spent in prayer ; and the only solace she 
permits herself seems to be moumAil medita- 
tion over her irreparable loss. 

This profound gri^, instead of rec^ving alle- 
viation from any tender attentions of Catherine 
de Medids, is on the contrary aggravated by 
Bmall tokens of jealous suspicions, ctmtinually 
occurring on the part of the latter ; for it has 
long been apparent that the preponderance of 
the &milj of Gnise, is obnozioas to the que«i 
dowager ; and Mary of Scotland, as the niece 
of the duke and the cardinal, is in conseqcence 
looked npon with an eye of doubt and dis- 
like. 

This unpleasant state of things, has made the 
queen of Scots resolve to seek an asylum, for 
the time, in the palace (^ her uncle, the cardi- 
nal of Lorraine. There then she intends to 
remmn, until it shall be decided whether it is 
poUtic for her to remun in France, or repair to 
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take pOBseseion of her own throne and king- 
dom. 

Aa my attendance was to be dispensed with 
on this occasion, I returned to my residence in 
Paris, where I have now been for some weeks ; 
and probably by this time queen Mary is under 
the roof of her ancle. 

I have little to record once my arrival ; and 
I shall fill up the next page or two, for mine 
own especial satisfaction, with some circum- 
stances that I sboidd be pained to leave unre- 
corded regarding the early years of my beau- 
tiful queen. 

At the age of fifteen her beauty was already 
resplendent ; and her corporeal perfection was 
only excelled by that of the mind. The utmost 
care had been taken of her edncation, and she 
had rendered herself perfectly mistress of several 
langoages. When only thirteen years and a 
half old, she delivered a Latin oration, composed 
by herself, before Henry II., Catherine his 
queen, and the whole court assembled, in the 
grand hall of the Louvre, in the course of 
L 3 

Dig tiz^c;,. Google 



212 

bot her 
Bitted 
from f\ 

■8 Spent 



This) 
nation I' 
deMe'l 
smaU ti 
oecnirii 
long bv 
the &T,,' 
dowagci 
of the <! 
looked 
like. 

This 
queen c> 
the timi 
nal of 
remain, 
politic fo 



TMii:^. ud ntnv are M 




;i. hr-wmrriiiiA 



^ mImi, Jiai W 



Dig tiz^c;,. Google 



;,■ Google 



214 mzzio. 

irhieli, in opposition to the generally received 
opinion, she maintained that it was right for 
women to be classical]; taught and acqiuunted 
with all the liberal eaenixa. 

Before her maniage, she uniformly devoted 
four hours daily to reading, and there are few 
of the sciences upon which she cannot converse 
fluently. She is pas^onately fond of poetry, 
and particularly of the works of SoDsard, 
Monsieur dn Bdlay, and Monsieur de Maison 
Fleur. Even her native tongue, which in others 
sounds rude and vulgar, becomes, with her, soft 
and pleasing ; and as if the ear were aubsCT- 
vient to the eye, every word that fiills from her 
lips seeme musical. 

Yes, she is indeed very beautiful in whatever 
garb she may assume, even in her whiT£ habili- 
ments of mourning, which set her off to infinite 
advantage, since the fairness of her complexion 
vies with the whiteness of her veil, which only 
proves a foil to her loveliness. On her appear- 
ance in this costume, indeed, a ballad has been 
written much in vogue at court, running as fol- 
lows : 
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L'on void, loa* Uuic atoot 
En grand deoil et triitenM, 
Be ponrmeoer maint tour, 
De beauts la D^eue, 
Tenant le trait en main 
De WD all inl 



Toletter antonr d'elk, 
D^guiiant wn bandeau 
£n nn fbnehre Toile ; 
On Mmt CM mota ecciti; 
Jfoartr, on etrepritt* 
These yerses are attributed, whether rightly 
or wrongly I know not, to Ruusard, who, as I 

* Thiia AngUciaed' 

Ansj'd iuapotleat white, 

Deep mouming'i taowy guiie, 

AppeaiB ta charm the sight 

Venoa to mortal ejea j — 

Orsaping within her UUy hand 

The (ource of woe— her aon'i M brand. 

Of Bandeau 'reft, the boj, 

Aronnd her winga hia flight. 

The garland ecit of joy 

Diagnis'd in veil of night : — 
Whereon theie words engraT'd appear 
Die—or thine Beart mmtnder hert I Author. 
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hare said, is held in high esteem by the queen. 
In happier days, not many months ago, Mary 
testified the sense she entertained of his merits, 
by presenting him with a splendid beaufet of 
plate, worth two thousand crowns. Among 
the onuunental pieces was a representation of 
mount Pamassns, oyer which Pegasus appeared 
in full flight, with the following motto : — 
" A Ronsard, VApoUon de lasourcedes Muses." 
As queen Mary has already taken up her 
abode with the cardinal of Lorraine, or b about 
to do BO, it may not be amies to mention a few 
fiiots concerning this domineering churchman, 
who, though possessing in the most eminent 
degree all the mentai qualities for which the 
fiimUy is so conspicuous, cannot govern an ir- 
rascibility of temper, which frequently hurries 
him to the commission of acts both cruel and 
unjust. 

Charles de Guise cardinal of Lorraine, is 
second son of the first duke, Claude of Cruise, 
and having acted as minister to Francis II., 
at present fulfils the same function, under the 
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reining monarch Charlefl IX. He combines, 
as &r as I am judge of him, with that insati- 
able ambition bo appfU'ent in bis ^mily, many 
noble qualifications, which act in some degree 
as a palliation of a vice, which can never be 
folly excused, as the results are always disas- 
troas to the interests of a public. This prince 
pursued his stndies with great zeal and assiduity ; 
and when only fifteen years of age, he was m- 
stalled archbishop of Rheims. He then pre- 
sented himself at court, where he became dis- 
tinguished by his talents and insinuating man- 
ners. He did not make any great prc^^rees 
with Henry II., owing all favours which he did 
receive to the generosity of the duchess of 
Valentinob. Independent of the income ac- 
cruing from his see, he possessed an immense 
fortune, bequeathed him by his uncle, cardinal 
John of Lorr^ne ; but the latter was expended 
in augmenting the number of his partisans, and 
in consequence his revenue is scarcely adequate 
to delray the expenses of bis establiabment. 
On visiting pope Paul IV., for the purpose 
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of persuading tliat pontiff to join the allianoe 
against Austria, he was honoured with the djg- 
ni^ of cardinal of Angfers, under pretext that 
his &mily had dums on the territories of An- 
jou ; but he did not dare to assume the title on 
re-entering France. 

The loss of the battle of St. Quentin tended 
to encreaee the power of the Guises, who served 
the state well daring the captivity of Montmo- 
renci, and themselves better still. On the death 
of Henry II,, the greatest share of power, very 
naturally fell to the house of Guise ; bat, still 
it seemed necessary for the cardinal to establish 
himself in the favour of the dowager queen, 
and for that purpose, he consented to — or as 
some will have it, sug^;ested — the banishment of 
Diana of Poitiers &om the court. "Not all the 
transcendent qualities of the cardinal, can ever 
cleanse his character from the consummate 
meanness of such an act ; fur all the inSuence, 
he for a short time acquired over her royal lover, 
was solely the result of her complaisance. Such 
a blow, therefore, from such a quarter, was 
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least to be expected ; bat she received the oom- 
maod to retire firom Puis, with that calm dig- 
nity of irhich, not eyen siiTpri§e could deprive 
her. 

On becoming miniBter of Francis II., sup- 
ported by the inflaence of his niece, queen Mary, 
the cardinal set no bounds to fata inordinate am- 
bition ; and, fully aware that his excessive pride 
had rendered him odious, he passed an edict 
pruhilnting the wearing of arms, apprehensive, 
it is said, of assassination. He also disbanded 
those ancient corps, on which he could not 
depend for his own private objects, replacing 
them by teoope of Germans and Italians. 
Knding that the applications for reward to a 
young and lacile monarch were innumerable, 
he caused a gallows to be erected at the en- 
trance of the palace of FontainUeau, an in- 
scription over which annonnced, that any indi- 
vidual, who should present himself at court, 
to demand a recompense for past services, 
should be gibbeted for his paips. As minister 
of Charles IX., the cardinal of Lorraine has 
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already commenced his career, by openly pro- 
claiming war to the knife against the Huguenot 
party; and doubtless the menace will not be 
unfulfilled, if one may judge of the future from 
the past, which has left traces of his bigotry and 
his remorselessnesB in the smoking ruins of 
villages and hamlete, and in torrents of the 
blood of mistaken sectaries. 

While writing the last words regarding the 
character of the lincle, a packet was delivered 
to me from the niece, in which she excused 
herself, in the moat soothing language, for any 
coldness which her conduct might have seemed 
to show towards one, whom she b pleased to 
call so &ithful and attached as myself, advert- 
ing to the melancholy subject of her husband's 
death, and pointing to the deep gloom which 
bad fallen upon her in consequence. In the 
end of the letter, she desired me, without 
loss of time, to remit to her an account of all 
the open and secret proceedings of queen 
Elizabeth, which I had discovered, as it had 
now become apparent that the English queen 
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meditated active interference in the afiiure of 
Scotland, and might even attempt to gain pos- 
session of her codbid'b person, by stratagem, 
and then compel her to sanction such proceed- 
ings as might meet her own interested views. 

Being thus appealed to, I hare entered into 
an elaborate analysis of the various letters I had 
intercepted, as an agent of the court of Home, 
and of the secrets I had discovered through 
well feed informants, and more particularly 
through a channel in the Louvre, whence I 
gained an insight into some of the prominent 
fbatures of the queen dowager's policy. 

This reply seems to have awakened the prin- 
cess to a sense of danger, the extent of which 
she had by no means anticipated. Her mother 
the queen regent of Scotland, had now been 
dead more than six months, leaving the king- 
dom in great confusion ; and a copy of my 
letter has been expedited to the members of 
the Scottish government, who were appointed 
by the late queen to guard the interests of her 
daughter. 
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It will be seen, that I n^lected, at what 
was perhaps the propCT place, to apeak of the 
death of Mary of Guise, queen dowager of 
Bcotland ; but it is merely necessary to men- 
tion here, that worn out with rexation at hav- 
ing so many hostile parties to keep in sub- 
jection, and such political feads to encounter, 
even the masculine mind of a Guise at length 
sunk under the burthen, and she rendered 
ap a spirit, which had known no peace since 
her husband's death, on the 10th of June 
1560. On her death bed, she besought her 
counsellors to ezert their utmost efforts to in- 
duce her daughter to return to Scotland, hoping 
that the presence of one so good and so beauti- 
ful, their fellow country woman, and their bom 
queen, would allay the turbulence of the Scot- 
tish nobility. We shall see what the result will 
be, if Mary yields to this view ; but, I much 
fear for the result, &om some knowledge of the 
character of the nation. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



I HAVE now been for some time fortnall; ap- 
pointed secretaiy to queen Mary, though still 
holding my incH% secret office from the court of 
Home ; and my devotion and quiet attachment 
has had its reward in winning the fUU and en- 
tire confidence of my royal mistress. But I 
must proceed to recapitulate some of the events 
of the last two months. As the period of the 
queen's return to Paris approached, I employed 
myself in arranging all her papers and placing 
them in such precise order that all the cor- 
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reqwndeBce regarding any subject necessaiy 
to be referred to, might be found in a moment. 

To recreate myself in the evenings, I was 
accustomed to seek the bowers of the palace 
gardens, and my walks were wont to be pro- 
longed until after nightfall, meditating sadly 
yet sweetly, over the past and the future. 

I was enjoying one of these gratefitl reveries, 
recalling Turin to my mind's eye, with many a 
vivid recollection of my youth, when literally 
almost as if by magic, a stranger stood at my 
aide, and said something which I did not well 
hear. Startled at the abrupt intrusion, I coo- 
tinned silent for some moments ; and the other 
man, who wore a mask, proceeded thus. 

" I had behoved, signor BJzzio, that a speedier 
and more important meeting, would have 
taken place between us, the result of which 
must have proved either propitious to your 
future hopes in the highest d^^ee, or fatal to 
your prospects for ever. Hast thou no recol- 
lection of me t and are there not circumstances 
that bring me to thy remembrance V 
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" If I mistake not," I s^ ; " in tbe person 
before me I behold the same individual who 
-when I resided near Saint Oermain I'Aiuerois, 
&Toured me with a midnight visit, accom- 
panied by circumstancee of too much note, not 
to remain in my recollection. But in order 
not to waste the time in useless parley, if yon 
are empowered to speak candidly, and not 
have recourse to vague amb^uities, why not at 
once state what is the nature of your errand ? 
You shall then receive from me a definitive and 
straightforward answer," 

" As far as I am permitted at the present 
moment," replied the stranger, " I will con- 
duct myself with the candour you require, and 
begin by acquainting you that not an action 
upon your part has taken place since our last 
interview, of which the most scrupulous note has 
not been taken. Thus we know that, though 
such is not always the case with secretaries, 
you possess the unbounded confidence of your 
mistress, and are consequently aware of all her 
intentions in reference to Scotland, when she 
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goes back to take possession of that king- 
dom." 

" Your latter assertion, signor," I an- 
swered coldly ; " is a convincing proof that, 
however ocate the emissaries employed to 
watch over my proceedings may have been, 
they have on one snbject, at least, laboured 
under a complete error. I am as ignorant of 
the queen's proceedings with the Scottish coun- 
cil of state, novr acting as her representatives, in 
regard to her future views respecting the realm 
of Scotland, as the most perfect stranger. I 
do indeed boast her majesty's confidence ; and, 
when consulted, have, with diffidence tendered 
my advice ; but that has never been asked re- 
gtu^ing her hereditary kingdom, of the afiairs 
of which I have no knowledge, never having 
set my foot upon its shores." 

The stranger paused for a minute or two in 
thought, and then replied— 

" Your mistress will speedily arrive in Paris ; 
and after the expiration of a few weeks, her de- 
parture for Scotland must take place. Not 
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until subsequent to her landing on the Scottish 
shores, shall I again present myself to yoar 
eyes; hut remember that meeting, when it 
does take place, mnst be d&nsive, either, ae I 
prerionsly informed you, making or marring 
your fortunes for ever." 

"THy good sir," I answered ; " it is in vain 
to try by such words, either to tighten or 
sednce me ; I know my duty and shall perform 
it iaithfially, protected by a stronger hand than 
that of the queen of Scotland." 

" By the ring I carry on my &uger" an- 
swered the stranger in a stem tone, " yoo are 
aware of the mistress I Serve. She, eignor Riz- 
ao, is constituted of no such malleable matter 
as the Scottish queen. Her resolves are uni- 
formly fixed and irrevocable; and when her 
enmity is excited, it is rare indeed to find the 
ofiender escape with life, I speak for yoar warn- 
ing ; and remember that there are many such 
as this, in hands that will not scruple to use 
them." 

As the stranger pronounced the concluding 
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words, a pooiard, as upon his former visit, 
was displayed before me, at which I affected to 
feel the most sovereign contempt, observing 
that the most fitting opportimity to produce 
such an instrument was when there was oc- 
casion to use it. 

Without forther words, the stranger, only 
making a slight inclination of the head, darted 
from my side, and I again found myself en- 
vironed by silence and by solitude. 

Though to my masked visitant I assumed an 
appearance of perfect coolness, during the in- 
terview, my mind was occupied with thoughts of 
a far different complexion, as from the more 
explicit maimer in which he had expressed 
himself, it became obvious that the views and 
purposes of queen Mary were the secret soi^ht 
to be extracted from me, and that the alter- 
native offered me was : fortune, as the reward 
of treachery, or death, in the event of my 
maintaining an honourable silence. I should 
not have experienced much apprehension, for, 
threatened people live long they say, had I not 
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solred the mystery respecting the pereonage 
by whom the masked stranger was employed— 
a personage whose character was sufficient 
security for the execution of any dark act she 
tnenaced. 

Having weighed every circumstance, and 
being so completely bound in honour and duty 
to the interests of queen Mary, I came to the 
determination of explicitly telling her the 
nature of the interviews I had already had 
with the stranger, and what, as he said, was to 
be the result of a third and final meeting. 

The day of the queen's entrance into Paris, 
on her return &om the long visit she had paid 
to her uncle, the cardinal, at length dawned. 
It was now the month of June. But woe is 
me, never had Paris before witnessed such a win- 
try spring, or such an inauspicious commence- 
ment of summer. No sun diffused his glorious 
rays through the heavens. Bleak piercing 
winds and incessant coM rains, swept through 
the atmosphere, the elements seeming to act in 
harmony with the public feeling of grief that 
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tlie flowOT of Scodand, the ornciment of 
France, was perhaps on the ere of being 
snatched away for ever. 

As soon as I was blessed with her presence, 
I laid before m; niietress, a plain aperfu, of 
the mode I had pnrsned in respect to the mul- 
tiplici^ of her documents, as well of a ^private 
as of a political character, which afforded her 
great satis&ction ; and perceinog that the 
state of Muy's mind, at the moment, was well 
calculated to receive my tale, I commenced a 
recital of every event that had occurred be- 
tween the masked unknovm and myBclf. 

The queen was shocked and alarmed. She 
saw the peril in which I was placed, well 
knowing that tortures would not induce me to 
betray her ; and her mind in consequence be- 
came greatly depressed. We conversed for 
some time over the affair, without coming to 
any conclusion ; and at length she dismissed 
me, and remfuned alone to ponder npon the 
matter, as on her could be placed my only hope 
of succour in such an emergency, 
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The whole of the day proved bleak a.ad 
cheerier ; and the following mom teemed 
with similar winds and showers. An apathy 
and listleseness seemed to parade all ranks of 
society. Some straggl^^, indeed, desirous to 
testify their affectionate solicitudes (or Mary, 
presented themselves under her windows at the 
LouTTe ; but Maty herself did not appear. 

As may be imagined, the queen was daily 
locked in her cabinet for hours, with her uncles 
the doke of Guise and the cardinal of liorraine, 
who were eager to give her every instruction 
regarding the nature of the existing European 
policy, the state of the realm of Scotland, and 
in particular the hostile aspect manif^ted by 
England towards her, notwithstanding various 
efforte which had been lately made to coociliate 
the English queen. 



Amoi^ the countless &vonrB heaped upon 
me by the queen, immediately after the solem- 
nization of her marriage, was her appointing 
H 2 
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me four chambers in that part of the LocTie 
allotted to hereelf. The maiii entrance coiHt 
jnuuicated with the minor gallery, but there 
was however another portal entering the fiir^ 
ther eztremity of the suite, from a trelliced 
viranda commandiug a delightful view of the 
pleasure grounds. In this apartment I took 
m6iute delight, for, though the opening of th« 
summer was inauspicious, all that could be 
gleaned from the face of nature to solace the 
mind was here attainable. Two of m; frequent 
visitants were the Sieurs du Bellay and Maison 
Fleur, with whom I passed here some most 
delightful evenings, in conversation upon lite- 
ratore and art. 

Upon one occasion du Bellay, who was him- 
self of a gay and facetious character, gave me 
several anecdotes of the famous doctor Rabelais 
of Heudon, enquiring whether I should feel 
pleased to make acquaintance with so singular 
a being ? I eagerly embraced the offer ; and 
my friend, who bad frequently visited the sa- 
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tirical priest, appointed the ensuing day for our 
excursion to the residence of Rabelais. 

In the coarse of onr little tour to Mendon, 
the fame which the person we were aboat to 
visit had acqoired, prompted me to make every 
inquiry imaginable respecting him, of my friend 
do Bellay, the joyous bent of whose mind and 
his thorough acquaintonee with all the early , 
eccentricities of the doctor, afilbrded an inex- 
haustible fnnd of amusement by the way. He 
informed me that at the beginning of Rabelais' 
ecclesiastical career, during his noviciate in a 
monastery, he thought fit, on the celebration of 
some festival, peculiarly honoured by the insti- 
tution in which he was, and on which occasion 
every lamp and taper was usually lighted in the 
chapel, to seize a mom^it just before the ser- 
vice, when the whole fraternity were engaged 
in offering up certain prayers each in his own 
cell, to extinguish every light in the church, 
except those burning before the images of the 
* two thieves crucified with our Lord. 

A great multitude uniformly attended, on the 
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occauon of this festival, and it would be impos- 
sible to paint the tmir^^ constfimation botli of 
the populace and of the brotherliood, when in- 
stead of entering their temple of worship in the 
midst of a blaze of light, they found the inte- 
rior in almost total darkness. Of course every 
expedient was resorted to, to discover the de- 
linquent ; and the result was, that the o&nce 
was clearly proved against Rabelus, who was 
in consequence sentenced to suffer a fiagellation 
on the bare back, one stroke from each of the 
fraternity, and to be incarcerated within four 
walls during the term of a month, with bread 
and water for his food. The fli^llation, thoi^h 
severe, he endured with his wonted composure ; 
and daring his imprisonment with bread and 
water for one whole month, his constant oceu- 
patioQ was the composite of virulent sarcasms 
in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and vaiious modern 
langoages, which he vociferated through the 
door of his prison with stentorian lungs, to the 
complete dismay of the fraternity, who had an 
opportunity of hearing their secret vices ex- 
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posed in plain language, and aU the quackery 
of the institation Iiud bare. Atthetenuiiiation 
of his penance, he of course did not continne 
four-and-twenty hours an ininate of the monas- 
tery, the monks, if possible, feeling happier to 
get rid of Bocb a troublesome guest than did 
Rabel^ on being restored to freedom. Hav- 
ing, in coosequenence of his deep and extraor- 
dinary erudition, speedily acquired the. post of 
secretary to an ecclesiastical dignitary of the 
highest rank, he soon found himself with bis 
patron on the route for Borne, in which city his 
migovemable jvopensity to satire led him to 
renew his eccentn^ties ; and he began at once 
by assailing his holiness in some comments, 
respecting the kissing of the holy slipper, which 
were so gross and offensive, that the pope's 
wrath was kindled to the highest degree, and 
but for the assistance of his patnm, who had 
him secretly smuggled oat of the city, there is 
tittle doubt but death would hare been the pe- 
nalty of his raillery. 
The keenness of Rabelais' wit, bis biting satire 
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and love of buffoonery, have caused him to be 
likened by many to tbe elder Bnitne when as- 
soming theappeu^mce of idiotcy; for there can 
be DO doubt that more eccentricity than is na- 
taral, is affected by t]ie car6 of Meudon, in 
order to have scope afforded him for the ample 
indnlgence of his sarcastic hamour. Nothing in- 
deed escapes hie lash : not even the church of 
which he is a priest ; for it must be obvious to 
every one, that, in his inexplicable romance of 
Fantagruel and the great giant Gargantua, he 
even goes out of his way to express the most 
sovereign contempt for religion and its ministers. 
It is impossible not to comprehend at a 
glance the indecorous allusions incessantly made 
by the writer to the moat sacred passages of 
Holy Writ, and the divine mysteriee of Chris- 
tianity. For instance, what caa be more clear 
than the allusions to papigoU, cardingots, evi- 
gott, ^c. ? However, as nothing can so com- 
pletely display the mind of a man under any 
ordinary circnmstances as his pnvate conversa- 
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tion, I shaU now proceed to narrate a part of 
that q-hich took place daring our ittterview. 

After I had been introdaced by Sieur du 
Bellayindneform, and mysitaationae an agent 
of tbe holy see clearly explained, the doctor 
tumii^ to his old acqaaintaace Tritb a smile, 
observed : " We must be wary in our speech, 
or perhaps the cajwn of the ratican may batter 
down our humble vicarage house of Meudon. 
No matter, Signer, though you are a papal 
emissary, and of course rigidly bound to .sup- 
port andent prejudices, I shall not be a&aid of 
avowing my opinions whatever they are. All 
your fnlminations cannot impede the march of 
mind. By you the Old Testament is doubtless 
r^^arded as a work impregnated throughout 
with the inspiration of the Holy Qhost. Now 
my opinion, and it is that of many of the most 
leUTied men, is, that no such a personage as 
your boasted Hoses ever existed, his life, &om 
the cradle to the grave, being a mere fable, and 
nothing but a repetition of an oI3 AraUan 
x3 
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story haaded down to the Greeks, and subse- 
quently adopted by the Hebrews. Bacchus, 
according to the Arabians, was rescaed from the 
w&ters ; he traversed the Hed Sea dry footed ; 
a column of fire conducted his army ; he en- 
graved his edicts upon two slabs of stone ; and 
rays of light issued from his forehead. Re- 
semblances of such a glaring nature lead me 
to conjecture that the Jevrs attributed to a sup- 
positious Moses the attributes of the good old 
Arabian Bacchus." 

" Might not both Greeks and Arabians," 
I asked, " borrow their traditions of the Jews, 
disfi^iing wh^t they stole?" 

" No," he answered ; " the writings of the 
Greeks were freely promnlgated throughout Asia, 
while those of the Jews remained scrupulously 
hidden from the eyes of all nations. Again, is 
it not probable that the metamorphosis of Lot's 
wife into a pillar of salt, was derived from the 
fable of Euridice, that Samson is the type of 
Hercules, and the sacrifice of the daughter of 
Jeptha imitated from that of Iphigenia ?" 



;,■ Google 



Babdaifl paused, as if expecting some reply 
upon my part ; but althoagh the answer was 
very simple, that the Eteratore of the Hebrews 
was incontestibly far more andent than the 
most remote traditioDB of the Greeks, and 
therefore, if either borrowed from the other, it 
must have been the latter, yet there was tome- 
thing so enterttuning in his bold assertions, that 
I preferred listening to his harangue ; and he 
retmned to the charge accordingly. 

The original Egyptians were reputed thieves; 
and Biodorus tells us that an Ethiopian con> 
qneror, anxious to purge the soil of such depre* 
dators, exiled the miscreants to the deserts of 
Sinai' and Mount Oreb, having previou^y am- 
putated half their noises, that they might thus 
be recognized, and no longer infest the soil of 
Egypt with their spoliations. Diodorua more- 
over states that the country whither they were 
banished was destitute of the means of afford- 
ing sostenance, which is a literal fact as regards 
the tract of territory from Pharan to Eber. 
The unfortunate losers of their noses therefore 
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were merely enabled to procure, from cisterns 
in the desert, stagnant and half pntrid wat«-, 
tlie result of whit^ excellent beverage waa 
Boarvy and leprosy. They Qerertbeless, ac- 
cording to IKodoroB, found nets, and canght 
quails, whereon they subsisted, in confirmation 
of which B^tettiegt, innnmerable flights oC 
those birds at certain periods cross the Red Sea 
and repair to the desert. Thus far there is 
nothing which can appear revolting to the 
common sense of your worship. I shall how- 
ever now proceed to inquire whether thb tribe 
of curtailed noses were the fathers of the 
Jewish race, whose diildren, reared to plunder, 
found th^ way, by slow degrees, to Palestine, 
part of which they conquered. I am well 
aware that the Jews arrogate to themselves a 
far different descent, pretending that the Chal- 
deans were their forefathers through the line 
of Abraham. But the book of Exodus ez- 
preasly states that prior to their inhabiting 
the desert, they plundered the Egyptians of 
their vestments, gold and silver, utensils, Sec., 
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uid that their nourishment in the desert con- 
sisted of quails. This is verj like the account 
of the ori^nal Egyptians by the old Pagans. 

Hence I am led to infer that the Israelites 
w«« no other than the progeny of those thieves 
who had been expelled from his dominions 
by the monarch Actisan. Such a supposition, 
it may be said, is not admissible : because, in 
the book of Ksodus, although it is allowed 
they stole the riches of the Egyptians, they 
were not expelled upon tiiat acconnt. No 
certain indaction can be gleaned from the 
dghtieth psalm either for or against the Jews, 
althongh it only mentions their havmg come 
ont of I^pt. It may morerer be urged by 
the devout that the acconnt of Herodotus, 
' Siodorns, Manetho and ^Eratosthenes, respect- 
ing the Israelites, must give way to the assert- 
ions conttuned in their own history ; and some 
will not scruple to say that, if these truths are 
of such a superior quality as to baoilder our 
intellects, we may thence infer, that their origin 
is divine, and consequently the less we are able 



..Google 



242 RiEzio. 

to anderstaad them the more we ought to re- 
spect tkem. However I only speak from learned 
authors, who have shrewdly imagined that 
these expelled robbers were the self same 
Jews who wandered in the desert, because the 
spot where they remained for a season was 
denominated Rkinocolvre, that is to say — nose- 
cut — a country in the vicinity of Mount Carmel, 
the deserts of Snr, Ethan, Sin, Oreb, &c. In 
support of their hypothesis, it is fiirther alleged 
that the Jews had no regular form of worship 
— perfectly corresponding with the occupation 
of thieves — which anfixed state of religious 
creed is supported by numerous scriptural pas- 
sages. For instance — Moses espoused the 
daughter of a Midianitish priest, named 
Jcthro, but we do not find that the Midianites • 
acknowledged the same Divinity who subse- 
quently appeared to Moses in the burning bush 
near Mount Oreb. Saint Stephen, also, the 
first Christian martyr, infers, in the seventh 
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, that the 
Jews, when inbahitbg the desert, adored the 
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Ho3t of Heareii, that is to say, the stars and 
planets, and that they carried the tabernat^ 
of Moloch and the star of the god Remphan, 
in order to adore them. From all these proofs 
I am led to believe that the Jews had no estab- 
lished religion of any kind, nntil after their 
return from the Babylonian captivi^. The 
proo& indeed are so strong that I cannot hot 
believe those captive Jews, so long deprived of 
any established religion, were the descendants 
of a troop of banditti without any code of laws 
or morality for their guide. This conjectore 
becomes the more probable when we recollect 
that the very period at which the kings of 
Ethiopia and Egypt banished a troop of ma- 
rauders into the desert, after having mutilated 
them, is precisely that at which, as the Inble 
has it, the Israelites took Sight under the 
guidance of Moses. Josephua too asserts that 
Moses made war against the Ethiopians ; and 
what the historian deems warfare might pro- 
bably be construed by the Egyptians into 
plunder. At all events you will, I believe, agree 
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with me in aJIowing that the Israelites ia quit- 
ting Egypt, robbed their masters of gold and 
ffllver, Tases, hatnlimeots, &c., and that the sole 
difference existing between their crime and that 
of the oommon felon of our day was, their hav- 
ing, according to their own account, plundered 
by the ordinance of the Almighty. Sut there 
does not exist a common cnt-pnrse' who may 
not advance an argument equally plausible. 
Where is the country in which such glaring 
iniq&i^ would remain unpanished?" 

" I could not help replying that the worthy 
doctor had left out of all consideration, that 
the E^^yptians had for four centuries oppressed 
and plundered the Jews, and had employed 
their labor for their own purposes without re- 
payment, I added too, that there was an air 
of sincerity and truthfhlness about the Mosaic 
account which carried great weight with it." 

But the fnent of Meadon only laughed at 
what he called my capacity of swallowing 
camels. " If yon believe all this," he said, " I 
trust yom brieve all tint is written by authors 
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as credible as Moses, of the great city of 
Thebes ; from each of the huDdred gates of which 
we are gravely assured!, issued ten thousand com- 
batants as well as two hundred armed war-cha- 
no% making a million soldiers in one dty, with- 
out calculatingthe drivers, and the warriors upon 
each vehicle, who, enumerating only^ two men to 
every chariot, would make a total of forty 
thousand souls more. To accomplish such a 
wonder, Thebes must have contained five or six 
millions of persons, and at the present day 
there are not three millions of inhabitants 
throughout Egypt. Nay, Diodorus of Sicily, 
when writing his history, did not compute the 
natives as more numerous, which was a death- 
blow to the tales of his predecessors. Who can 
credit the fable of Sesostris marching from 
Egypt at the head of six hundred thousand 
combatants, and twenty-seven thousand war- 
chariots, or the manner in which this conqu^t 
of the universe was prepared. On the faith of 
a dream, the father of this prince determined 
that hb son should accomplish the expedition ; 
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for dreamB were then certain adTices sent by 
heaven, and the source of all grand enterprises. 
The parent monarch, whose name by ihe by has 
not been clearly transmitted to posterity, issued 
an edict that every male child in his dominions, 
bom on the same day as fab son, should aid in 
effecting the subjugation of the world, and to 
make them so many heroes, he did not permit 
them to eat their breakfasts until they had run 
one hundred and eighty stadii without taking 
breath, which wonld be no bad trial of strength, 
on a miry soil where you sink half leg deep 
every step you take. Writers who have des- 
canted npon this topic, after steely computing 
the great and the little stadii, have decided that 
these children only ran ten miles and a half to 
earn their morning's meal. 

He went on for some time longer in the 
same strain attacking without mercy every state- 
ment, by sacred or profane writers, which in 
the least savoured of extravagance. 1 let him 
proceed without much argument ; for to say 
the truth, my visit to the good priest was merely 
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andertaken to divert my mind from dwelling 
npon thingB, the cotunderation of which coold 
be of no avail. It served its porpoee for the 
time ; and as we went back, do BeDay amused 
himself at my expense, remarking that the ar- 
gaments adduced by the divine must have been 
highly edifying to a papal envoy, and one 
whose sentiments were so truly orthodox as my 
own. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



The inauspituoiui morning of tlie 26th Jaly, 
feted to witness the departure of my adored 
mistress, at length dawned. How did my 
heart sicken when I saw its light, and onee 
more looked at my papal instructions which 
were peremptory as to my remaining at Paris, 
at least for some months to come. Bat for 
such a command from those whom I had bound 
myself to obey, not the wealth of the universe 
should have separated me from the disconsolate 
queen. 
No fevoorable change in the weather had 
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taken place. The eame cutting winds continued 
to blow ; nor was one Bolitaiy sunny ray observ- 
able. Nature seemed to mourn ; and melan- 
choly spread orer tlie whole city, Many days 
had elapsed unce I informed the queen of my 
interview with the masked Btranger, and not a 
syllable on the subject had escaped her lips till 
that morning. However, about an hour before 
the departure of the cavalcade, one of the 
pages came to acquaint me that his royal mis- 
tress was desirous to exchange a few words with 
me in private ; and I proceeded with all haste 
to the cabinet of the queen, whom I found 
wEuting to receive me. 

With that beneficent snule I had been so ac- 
customed to contemplate wHh delight, she wel- 
comed me : 

" Though our tongue has been silent, Sig- 
ner Riccio," sbe said, " our mind has been 
busily occupied in providing for thy safety. 
Snch steps have been taken as will put thee 
beyond all danger, and thy life and fortunes 
have been placed under the guardianship of 
those who will not fail. Of this we give thee 
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solemn assurance, that Scotland should not wit- 
ness our retarn, while a doubt respecting thy 
security existed in our mind." 

Lowering her voice, and speaking in a more 
familiar tone, she continued : " The debt of 
life we owe thee, Biccio, is not easily requited ; 
nor shall it ever be s^d that the name of Maiy 
Stuart was stained by the basest of all stigmas 
— Ingratitude ! Accept this as a small parting 
memorial." 

Then, taking from her finger a ring set 
with brilliants, and placing it in my hand, 
Mary concluded by assuring me that, in the 
event- of any change occurring, which would 
enable me to join her in Scotland, she would be 
ready at all times to receive me again, in the 
capacity of her private secretary, as my &ith 
had stood the test of every trial. She then ex- 
tended her hand to me, which I reverently 
kissed upon my bended knee, and making my 
obeisance, with tears in my eyes, I left the 
queen to commence her journey to the sea 
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As Mary and her suite proceeded towards 
the barrier, the streets through which they 
passed, presented nothing but one unvarjnng 
picture of gloom. A great multitade indeed, 
were assembled to see her go forth ; bat sorrow 
was upon all their feces. Fordng a smile, 
Mary at times waved her hand from the litter 
to the assembled crowd, which was returned by 
blesemgs showered upon her head, and in this 
manner the cavalcade advanced. It comprised 
numerous vehicles ; for in the suite of the 
queen were her uncles, the Duke de Guise and 
the Cardinal de Lorraine, Monsieur de Ne- 
mou», Madame de Guise, and a long trtun of 
the ladies of the French court, anxious to tes- 
tify their love towards the princess as long as 
she remained upon the French soil. 

On arriving at the port of embarcation, two 
vessels were found prepared for the queen and 
her retinue, one commanded by Monsieur de 
Merillon, and the other by Captain d'Albizzi, 
and two other smaller shi^s to carry stores. 
After continuing at Calais six days, the time of 
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Bailing aniyed ; and M&ry having bade fare- 
veil, in a voice broken by incessant sobs, to all 
who bad accompanied her, from the highest to 
the lowest in rank, tore herself awaj. The 
best equipped bark, being that commanded 
by Monsieur de Herillon, was of coarse the 
vessel sdected to transport the princess to her 
native land ; and in it she embarked, with a 
heart well nigh broken. 

Ev^y particalar of her voyage, as may be 
well supposed, was of deep interest to me ; and 
as I believe I may say, without vanity, I am 
well beloved by all the members of her house- 
hold, many a letter has conveyed to me details, 
to pore over which has been my only solace 
for some weeks. 

Mary seemed weary and exhausted, even on 
her arrival on board ; but she would partake of 
no refreshment, and on being supplicated to 
descend to the cabin, she refused. An awning, 
however, was suspended across the deck, and a 
couch prepared underneath it, on which, as 
night closed, she lay down to take some repose. 
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She commanded the eteersman to wake her 
without fear, if at break of day, the French 
shore should be perceptible; and in this in- 
stance, unstable fortune favoured her wishea 
for the breeze having subsided, the mariners 
before morning had been compelled to use their 
oars, and in consequence made but little way, 
so that the coast of France was still vbible. In 
compliance with her order, the captain woke 
the princess; and immediately sitting up on 
the couch, she continued to gaze upon the land 
as long as the least blue speck remained in sight. 
At length however, the vessel made way ; and 
as the last glimpse of land was fading away 
Mary exclaimed : " Adieu, France ! adieu 
France ! I shall never see thee more." 

The foregoing account was given to me by 
several eye-witnesses ; but there was something 
far more touching in the plain but melancholy 
detdls of Marguerite, Mary's confidential at- 
tendant, who wrote me the following particulars. 
The weather prqving inauspicious, almost as 
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soon 08 the; qaitted tbe port, attempts were 
made to induce the queen to go below deck ; 
bat all to so effect ; for, with her elbow reBting 
on her knee, aod her cheek, moistened by tears, 
supported by tbe palm ' of her hand, she re- 
mfuned intently gazing on those shores 
which Heaven, in its mercy, grant, she may 
Again revisit. The weather at length becoming 
hazy, and the spires of the town fading from 
her sight, she summoned her maid, desiring 
that her pencil and tablets might be brought, 
and for a few moments veiling her eyes, from 
which the tears were still flowing feat, she wrote 
some lines which the maid was permitted to 
copy afterwards, and sent them to me. They 
were aB follows ; — ' 

" Adieu, plaieant pays de France, 

O ! ma patrie, 

La plus ch^rie. 
Qui a DOurri ma jeime enfance : 
Adieu France — Adieu mes beaux jouM 
La nef qui disjoint noB amours 
N'a eu de moi que la moiti^, 
Une part te reste, elle est le tienne. 
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Je la fie it tou amiti^ 

Pour que lie I'autre il te souvieune."* 

Marguerite, having received orders to coo- 
tiDue near the person of the princess, had but 
too much opportunity of contemplating the 
panful workings of her grief, which continued 
during the whole of the early part of the night ; 
for as the good girl lay at her feet, she could 
many a time hear the soba which showed that 
her dear mistress had not closed her beautiful 
eyes. 

Though it was in the midst of August, and 
the warm raye of the sun might well hare 



" Adieu, *weet land of Fraooe ! To you. 

Oh pleuaat earth. 

Not mioe bj birth, 
But foster mother of m; youth, adieu '. 
Lov'd France, (irewell 1 Farewell each happy day ! 
The bark that bears me &om thy ghorei away 
Takes but one half of me from thy loved itraud. 
One ever rest* with tbee, oh happy laad I 
I leave it to thy love, that mem'iy may 
Recall the other that is far away. 

N 2 
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been espected to attend her voyage, the ele- 
ments, on the contrary, seemed in too painful 
harmony with the sorrowful state of the queen's 
mind. Violent squalls occurred at intervals 
during the whole of the next day ; and the 
sails, beaten by the varying blast, flapped to 
and fro as the wind shifted. Every thing, to 
Mary's mind, seemed to bear some reference 
to, or afford some comparison for, her own des- 
tiny, and the maid wrote me that on one occa- 
sion she heard her murmur, with her eyes fixed 
upon the flapping sails : — 

" ! wind, wind, thou inconstant and in- 
comprehensible messenger, that shiftest &om 
spot to spot, and speedest like thought to the 
four quarters of the universe. — Must my fate 
like yonder sails be subject to the gust of every 
fitful blast? — Must I, once supposed the en- 
viable sovereign of three realms be made the 
sport of a thousand adverse currents and be 
subject to the buffetings of the .world's wintry 
tempest ? How rapid the change from peace- 
ful maidenhood t* tappy wedlock, and then 
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to Borrowing widowhood : O ! Francis, Fran- 
cis, my liege lord and husband, I recall thy 
bnghtnees and thine excellence till my fond 
fancy, enchanted by the happy vision, will 
hardly believe the stem reahty. Art thou, 
art thou gone indeed? Alas, alas! the phan- 
tasm death flits grimly across my sight, and the 
words—' Lost for ever !' seems borne upon the 
breath of the blast." 

Again, Mai^uerite says, a lengthened pause 
ensued ; and as the drizzling rain was now 
coming thickly on the wind, she ventured to 
importune the queen to seek a place of shelter. 

" Good girl," quoth Mary, " I thank thee 
for thy cares ; but neither the sharp tooth of the 
rough gale, nor the pelting of the tempest can 
affect me. There is another storm here," 
added the queen, placing her hand upon her 
heart, " which will keep all the rest out, and 
it nothing can appease — from it, I should in 
vain seek shelter. A sad presentiment hangs 
over me, that the last ray of joy is clouded for 
ever, and that the golden fruit of happinesi 
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for me has blossomed, ripened, &ded, in the 
short space of eighteen summers, leavii^ no- 
thing remaning save withered leaves and bare 
branches, nipping frost and wintry snows !" 

Then, with a smile of ineffable eweetness, 
which seemed like an April beam through the 
dark clouds and rain, she rose, and placing her 
hand on the shoulder of Marguerite, added : — 

" Right well I know the gentleness of thy 
nature, my good g^rl, and that thou feelest for 
thy disconsolate mistrees. I will not spurn thy 
counsel and aliow myself ungrateful for thy 
care. Lead the way Marguerite ; for the 
shores of France are no longer visibte. I have 
watched the last faint streak of blue, till It has 
faded into fury nothingness; and &om that 
moment all is a blank: there exists no welcome 
sight for the ill starred Mary !" 

That which seems to promise evil is not un- 
frequently the harbinger of good. The unpro- 
pitious state of the weather gradually grew 
worse ; and on the second day, two vessels were 
perceptible in the offing, obviously making 
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press of sul to overtake the bark th&t was 
bearing the pearl of Scotland towards her 
Dative shores. In a short time the Eng- 
lish flag was perceptible on the pursuing ves- 
sels, and this circumstance created much alarm 
in the breasts of the noblemen and knights, 
who had been appointed escorts to queen 
Mary. Orders were issued to spread every 
stitch of canvass, in order to escape the pur- 
suers, as the machinations of Elizabeth, and in 
particular the proceedings of secretary Cecil's 
spies at Paris, had long been known to the 
adherents of the Scottish princess. Notwith- 
standing every exertioD however that could be 
made, the English vessels gained ' upon the 
bark of the queen ; and had it not been for the 
approach of night they must have come up 
with her, although the frequently shifting and 
baffling breezes gave great advantage to the 
lighter rigged French ship. Not only was 
fortune propitious in this instance; bat the rain 
and wind towards the following morning was 
sncceeded by a thick haze, so that during the 
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whole of the next day, although mach nearer, 
the English ships were onlj perceptible at short 
intervals; and by the coining evening the 
hazy state of the weather ended in a denee 
f<^, which never ceased until the safe arrival 
of queen Mary at the harbour of Leith. Her 
reception however was cold and gloomy. 
Thoagh her coming was well known, every 
one seemed to be taken by surprise at her ar- 
rival ; and little demonstration of rejoicing 
was seal amongst the people: an early preside 
of the savage and intractable spirit of her bi- 
gotted and &natieal subjects. 

Although the guardians of Mary were 
guided only by surmises and apprehensions, 
having no positive proofe of any hostile inten- 
tions against their royal charge, great pains 
had been taken to conceal her intention of re- 
turning to Scotland, till she was actually about 
to sail, when a small vessel was despatched with 
the intelligence. It was not long after her 
landing, however, on the Scottish soil, when 
letters were forwarded from France, containing 
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clear proo& that some memberB of the council 
of regency had traitorously commimicated to 
the emissaries of secretary Cecil, a full account 
of the queen's intended departure for Scotland ; 
thuB enabling Elizabeth to expedite a force 
Buffituent to intercept her passage, and render 
her a captive to her sister queen. 

Having safely effected her landing at Leitb, 
a tolerable palfrey was brought to convey the 
princess ; but for her muds of honour and at- 
tendant nobles, nothing but the commonest 
hackneys of the country were provided, 
wretchedly equipped. On beholding this dis- 
graceful equipi^e Mary burst into tears, think- 
ing, doubtless, of the wide difference between 
her present state and the magnificent convey- 
ances she had always ready for her in France. 
The coldness of the people was bad enough ; 
but their mode of rejoicing was still worse ; 
and during the whole of the night, at a certain 
monastery or abbey, of which I know not the 
name, to which she was conducted, her repose 
was disturbed by five or six hundred of the 
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eity rabble collected beneath ber windows, who 
kept up the din of three stringed fiddles and 
protestant psalms, so excserably sung and out of 
tune that nothing could surpass their discord. 
What mueic, and what repose on the first night 
of Mary's arrival in her own dominions! 

In the morning, news reached the queen 
that her almoner had narrowly escaped aesaa- 
gination, by flying for refuge, and securiog 
himself in his sleeping room. Upon bearing 
of this indignity offered, through one of her 
attendants, to herself, the queen became sad and 
out of spirits, saying to those around her : — 

" M'hat a specimen this of the obedience 
and respect to he looked for from my subjects ! 
I know not bow it will terminate ; but I augur, 
very badly." 

The scene however was changed the next 
morning. Mary's arrival being very speedily 
noised abroad, a r^ular body guard was in 
attendance the following day ; and a long train 
of tiie nolulity, gentry and magistracy appeared 
to do honour to the queen. The iiihabitants of 
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the aty did not manifest lees alacrity, the pro- 
Tosl having convoked the several corporate 
bodies, habited in their robes of state, to meet 
their sovereign as she passed through the 
town ; and in a word, everything that could 
testiiy respect w^ done, while, to give this day 
a more auspicious aspect, the sun broke forth in 
splendour for the first time ibr several weeks. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



It may naturally be supposed that as the days 
passed away after the queen's departure, I be- 
gan to look for the approach of "the night that 
was to bring a new visit from my masked ac- 
quaintance. I had great confidence in the 
■word of Mary Stuart ; but whatever care she 
had taken of my fate, she could not overrule 
circumstances; and having calmly weighed 
eyery point, I determined in case my life should 
be attempted, to sell it as dearly as possible. I 
further resolved to attire myself every night 
when I remained at home, in as splendid a 
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manner as possible, althoagh, except on fes- 
tivals and court occasions, I never appear but 
in tbe plainest garments. I armed myself 
nightly too w!tb tbe long Spanish rapier and 
dagger, the use of which weapons I believe no 
man knows better than myself; and I placed 
every evening two Italian stilettos in my girdle 
As the day passed and no one appeared, I felt 
less inquietude upon the nubject ; but still I 
kept myself prepared, and one evening, having 
no theme more fitting to wile away the time, 
I determined to note dovm all I had so fre- 
quently heard respecting the duke of Guise, 
Mary's eldest uncle, a short history of whose 
brother, the cardinal of Lorraine, I have 
previously had occasion to give, I copy from 
the notes I then made. 

Francis of Lomune, duke of Guise, is the 
eldest son of Claude, first duke of that name. 
He has displayed fi-om his earliest youth sncb 
a thirst for glory, such an intrepidity of cha- 
racter, and so much coolness in moments of im- 
minent peril, that it was early prognosticated 
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he would in manhood figure as an illnetrioiu 
warrior. The eve he uniformly took to attadi 
men of talents to hia person hj sets of liberal- 
i^, hia munificence to the soldl^, his afi^ 
bility to officers of all ranks, coupled with a 
demeanour the most majestic, and a handsome 
and prepossessing countenance, ensured him the 
love and admiratjoa of the army and the court. 
In early life he had more occaraon to distin- 
guish himself as a politician than a man at 
arms ; and he attained the age of thir^-three 
without possessing auy other rank in the mili- 
tary service than that of commander of a com- 
pany of gendarmerie. Having at length at- 
tained the post of general, it was to his in- 
domitable resolution and consummate skill, 
that France was indebted for the raising of the 
siege of Metz ; and two years after, at the 
combat at Benti, the chief conduct of the 
battle was confided to him. It was he, also, 
who bade defiance to the celebrated duke of 
Alva in the very heart of the Spanish do- 
minions, after which, in spite of the treachery 
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practised ^^nst him by those very malcoo* 
tents whose cause he had etsponsed, by his coa< 
Bummat« generalship, the Prench army was 
conducted through intricate mountainous passes, 
Irom which there seemed no escape. 

After the disastrous affair of s^nt Quenttn, 
when France, with one voice, sohcited the 
duke's return, on learning his approach, the 
enemy's army, which then menaced the French 
capital,* retired precipitately to the Low Coun- 
tries, and the threatened irruption of the duke 
of Sayoy evaporated into air. Guise was then 
declared lieutenant-general of the armies of 
France, both within and without the realm. 
The confidence thus reposed in the duke by 
his sovereign, and the enthusiasm with which 
he was greeted by the French people, were 
soon requited by his becoming master of 
Calais, the only spot retained by the English 
of their former conquests, and by the occupation 
of which town they had always been able to 

• Thi» would •eem a very partial tod incorrect view of 
Editok. 
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menace France whenever they thought fit. All 
the wealth cont^ed in Calais, the only depot of 
the commerce carried on between England and 
the Low Conntries, was distributed by the con- 
queror among hia officers, or abandoned to the 
pillage of the soldiery, the general reserving 
nothing for himself. This acquisition, followed 
by the conquest of Guinea and Ham in the 
short space of a month and in the depth of 
winter, though the fortresses in question had 
been esteemed impregnable, rendered Guise 
the idol of France and the hero of Europe. 
With equal celerity he rendered himself mas- 
ter of Thionville, taken from the Spaniards, 
and his victorious career was only suspended 
by the disgraceful peace of Cateau Cainbresis, 
which was concluded io direct opposition to hia 
most strenuous representations. 

The authority of the duke of Guise, which 
under Henry II. was counterbalanced by tliat 
of the Montmorencies, acquired unlimited as- 
cendency under the short reign of Francis II., 
during which the court became the grand 
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theatre of mtrignes, while tiie kingdom was 
a prey to incessant conspiracies. The duke 
however triumphed over his enemies ; and the 
conspiracy of Amboise, entered into for the 
purpose of effecting the min of himself and 
his brother the cardinal of Ijorraine, has only 
served to compel Catherine the dowager queen 
to precipitate herself with her youthfiil son 
Charles into the arms of the princes of Lor- 
raine. 

I was leisurely reading over the notes, then 
just made, from which I hare given the above 
sketch, when, a key turning in the lock of my 
door, I raised my eyes instantly, and without 
experiencing the least trepidation saw before 
me the same masked villain by whom I had 
been previously visited. With distant civility^ 
I desired the stranger would be seated ; but he 
still stood for a moment, seeming to con- 
template the brilliancy of my apparel with a 
look of astonishment ; and at the same time I 
could see his eyes glance to my Spanish rapier 
and dagger, which were supported against the 
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back of a chair near at hand, and which pro- 
bably were not very pleadng to his sight. 

" Well, signor ;" Bud I, addresHing my 
vbitor, after I had given him time to make his 
observations ; " the present is intended, I think 
yon say, to be our final interview ; and, as no 
man is compellable to embrace ^ther good or 
evil fortune before the temjs are clearly made 
known to him, I must now from your own lips 
ascertun the price at which honour and riches 
are attainable ?" 

" Ere I satisfy you, signor, on that point ;" 
replied the strainer ; " I shall beg leave to 
propose a few straight-forward questions, to 
which yon will, I doubt not, &Tonr me by re- 
plying. Do you assume to yourself the title 
of queen Mary's privale secretary and ad- 
viser ? " 

" Unquestionably so,*' 1 answered. 

" How long may your intimate attachment to 
the queen's service bare existed?" he then 
asked. 

" That is a question I deem irrelevant to the 
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point under consideration," I replied coldly, 
" and therefore refuse to answer." 

" Ib it your intention to join her majesty in 
Scotland ?" 

" Everything depends upon letters from 
Borne ; but were those letters now in my es- 
critoire, I should not confide their contents to 
any one." 

" As private secretary of the queen, and de- 
pository of her state secrets," he continued, no 
way abashed, " what may be the views she at 
present entertains as to the govenunent of her 
kingdom, and more particularly as to the re- 
lations she intends to hold with the court of 
England ?" 

" Questions of this description I conceive 
mere waste of time and of words ;" I answered. 
" Tell me definitely the end sought to be ob- 
tfuned, and I can then in few words put a pe< 
riod to this long interrogatory." 

" You know my employer," smd the stranger, 
" and Bi'e well aware of the unlimited powers 
she possesses. Your eooperation with ber, ^e 



;, Google 



272 Rizzto. 

deems esaeHtial to the Bystem of policy about 
to be pursued by the courts of France and 
England, and her proffer therefore is, any com- 
pensation in gold you may demand at the pre- 
sent moment, and, when you are enabled to 
throw aside the mask, such honours, titles, and 
estates as you may think fit to specify before- 
hand." 

" The price — you have not named the price ! " 
I exclaimed. 

" Your solemn pledge, given on the Evan- 
gelists, to confide to my employer every state 
and other secret you may leam in the service 
of the Scottish queen. Such are the easy terms 
whereby wealth and personal aggrandizement 
are to be obtiuned." 

I regarded the stranger for some moments 
with a look of indignation and contempt ; but 
at length I replied : — 

" We may generally infer something ras- 
cally from the wearer of a mask. Fromourfirst 
meeting I have regarded you in the light of a 
villain, and now doubt not in the least that you 
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are an assafisin. I wear no mask, and vronld 
beg to know what tr^ls in my countenance or 
my conduct could induce you for a moment to 
imagine, that I would sully my honor and feme 
for the purchase of filthy lucre. I reverence 
the footfall of my royal mistress more than all 
the power and pageantry of yours ; and rather 
than do aught to injure her, I would yield up 
the last breath of life. Think'st thou that with 
such feelings, any earthly power can terrify or 
seduce David Riccio to betray his trust ? — Vain 
man, it is true a dark secret of thine em> 
ployer is now known to me ; but these lips will 
ever retrain from giving the horrid truth an ut- 
terance. A mother-in-law conspiring against 
the welfare of her youthful daughter !" 

I could see the mouth which appeared below 
the edge of the mask, as I said " but these lips 
will ever refrain jrom giving the horrid truth an 
utterance" put on a sardonic grin ; and no 
sooner did I cease than he replied : 

" It is not intended signor, to place any re- 
liance on your honour in regard to remfuning 
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taciturn. We have those without, who will 
speedily put an end to all Bublime flights of 
fani^, as r^ards loyalty and conscientious 
feeling. Bnt I waste time," continued the 
villain, striking the ground thrice with his foot. 
Almost instantly, there appeared four ruffians, 
coarsely attired in dark brown cloth, with hoods 
90 ample, as to shade their features completely 
from view. These scoundreb were the bearers 
of an immense square of black cloth, which I 
at once recognised as what is called " the pall 
of noyade'' (or drowning cloth). I had heard 
of it often enough, and knew, that when it is 
intended to employ it, the victim is in a few 
moments so dexterously enveloped in its folds, 
as to be unable to move or cry, in which situa- 
ation he is conveyed to some secret spot that 
the hands and feet may be secured. He is then 
carried in the pall of noyade, to the nearest 
bank of the Seine, and having received a heavy 
blow on the head from a mallet, is unceremo- 
niously thrown into the river. 

Seeing such a formidable band, accustomed 
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to murder, stand before me, with an appearance 
of calm deliberation, I rose and coolly but 
rapidly unsheathed my rapier and dagger. 

" I am not yet conveyed to the banks of the 
Seine," I said, " nor is it my intention that you 
ahall deposit me in its waters, until the steel has 
drunk my heart's blood. Knowing my deter- 
mination, you have only to summon up your 
stoutest stomachs and commence the iray." 

I then, with a kick of my foot, upset the 
table to clear away all impediments ; and placing 
my hack t^ainst the wall, I stood prepared tor 
the attack. Each of myadversarieswasarmed 
with a long Italian sword, and a dagger at his 
girdle, and these were soon in the air, though 
not a word was spoken, except by the masked 
villiun, who now commanded them to attack me, 
in doing which, he joined in person. But I was 
a much better swordsman than any there ; and 
the quickness of my eye and rapidity of my 
movements were quite sufficient, not only to 
foil their efforts, but to wound one of the vil 
lains severely in his sword arm. They drew 
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off for an insttuit ; but a second encounter was 
on the ere of taking plaee, when there suddenly 
issued from the adjoining clianiber,wliich com- 
municated by the trelliced entrance I have men- 
tioned vrith the gardens, two individuals, in whose 
persons I at once recognised the duke of Quise, 
and his brother the cardinal of I^orraine. 

" Villains desist !" excWmed the duke, in a 
voice of thunder ; and every weapon was placed 
in the scabbard, while the duke gazed round 
upon my ass^ants with eyes Sashing fire. 
" You, noyadeurs, begone," he said at length. 
" I have nothing to do with you hireling slaves 
who act but as you are commanded. Not so,'' 
oontinued the duke, " is it as regards that bevel- 
vetted vagabond, whom we shall now command 
to unmask." 

As he spoke, the four ruffians, with their 
black burthen, silently skulked from the cham- 
ber; and the other seemed so much inclined to 
follow, as to make the duke exclaim : 

" Stop him, Rizzio 1 — Unmask I say !" 

To have disobeyed, would have been death ; 
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and eIowIj putting his band to iiia mask, tlie 
ctuef aesassin unloosed the string, and my long 
persecutor stood undi^aised before me. 

"So Booner were his features visible, than the 
cardinal, bursting into a peal of laughter, ex- 
claimed : 

"As I live, the soi dtaant Marchese Dorri- 
etto, prime t^eot of the planetary system on 
earth, expounder of futurities, drawer of horo- 
scopes, whose talents are fitted for any a&ir, 
murder not excepted, when the nicety of the 
case requires the use of steel. But I trifle. 
Audacious miscreant, think'st thou thy practises 
will be longer sufiiered in France, though pro- 
tected by a qneen ? No, no ! Perhaps I may 
not touch thy life ; but thyself and delnsiye 
band shall speedily be exiled for ever from the 
land ye have so basely polluted. How could 
you witness the unshaken integrity of this 
gentleman, his contempt <^ lift and constant 
devotion to the cause of honour, without feeling 
reverence for him and shame for yourself I — Go, 
wretch, and tell thy mistress at oace, to whom 

TOL. UI. O 
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is consigned the care of Signer lUzzio. 
Tell her moreover, that though we have over- 
heard all and know aQ, secresy depends upon 
herself." 

In such manner, was dismisaed the Sieur 
Borvietto, and when he had retired, the dnke 
and cardinal seated Uwnuelves, conimanding 
me to do the aame. 

" Signer ," emd the duke, addressing me, " it 
is not for men, placed in my station, to eulogize 
where praise is not deserved. You were the 
preserver of the life of our beloved nieoe, the 
ScottiBh que«t. The obligation lives in her 
heart, and she gave to me and m; brotho*, the 
charge of your security. We suspected whence 
the duiger came, and have had good informa- 
tion of everything that took place, so as to 
enable ub to oome in person to interfere, where 
we feared to trust the task to humble inHivi- 
duab. I am glad we did, for from the neigh- 
bouring room we have witnessed your coohiess 
and intrepidity in the hour of danger ; and no 
farther proof is requisite of your devotion to 
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yoor royal rnktreat, and doe r^srd for your 
oini bonoqr. She shall inoyr the whole ; 'wd 
f OD will Bot find her nngratefal for jow faith 
uaA troth." 

" Feir words more," said the oardioal of 
Lt^mine, " vilt suffice. After nhat has taken 
place, it would be madnessfor you to atay longer 
here. There is poiaon as wdl as steel- Your life, 
tuUil to-morrow evouDg is bee from dasg«rj 
font yon must, without delay, present yourpelf 
to the smbasBador c^ ^aroy, who is hourly 
expected to eommence his jonmey for Calais, 
as envoy from his government to the qmeen of 
Scotland. His excellence is already prepared 
to receive yoB with open unpa ; and here are 
fresh credentials upon par parts, ^o«ld yon 
stand in need of them." 

I ventured to mentioD ibe commands of the 
pope, bat was t(dd that ererythiog bad })eea 
provided for, and that a foil explanation of the 
necesnty of any quitting France, had been fbr- 
warded to Roni« more than a month befiw. 
o2 
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" And now, Bignor Kzao," sud the duke, 
" yon are on ibe ere of joining yonr bonoored 
and persecuted qneen. Lay before her the 
most affectionate and dutiM respects of "hat 
uncles. Beseech her to keep an even and 
steady hand upon the reins of government, to 
temporize with all parties, and to bestow all 
courtly and other favonrs with a discriminating 
hand. That you will watch over the safety and 
happiness of the queen, with noble fidelity, we 
do not doubt ; and thus, Signor Hizzio," he 
continued, ofiering me his hand, which I kissed, 
" I bid you farewell." 

When tiie like honour had been conferred 
upon me by the cardinal, they retired, leaving 
me with feelings which I will not attempt to 
describe. 

Having collected my thoughts, I spent the 
whole of the night in arranging my packages ; 
and, at an early hour, found myself in the pre- 
sence of the envoy from Savoy, who was then 
on die point of ttaiting. Not s moment waa 
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to be lost. I despatehed half a dozen stout 
porters to the Lourre, for my luggage ; and in 
lialf an hour, I fonnd myself on the highway 
from Paria to the coast. 
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CHAPTER XVIII 



[N.B. Herb, in the mannscript of lUziio, 
occurs a gap extending over a period of more 
than three years. Nothing is said of his ar- 
rival in Scotland, of his reception by Mary, 
or the share he is supposed to have had in 
bringing abont her marriage with Damley. 
After mentioDiiig bis departore from Paris, the 
manuscript suddenly goes on u follows.] 

Nererwill the events of this evening, beingthe 
7th day of March, 1666, be cancelled from my 
memory. I had been engaged, according to my 
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usual cnstom, in the priTBte study adjoining 
the queen's apBTtmentfl, preparing doeuments 
relative to state afiktrs, to be laid before 
tbe coancil on the morrow. While thna occu- 
pied, I heard the grand entrance door of her 
majesty's chamber opened ; and for some time 
a conversation was held in an ordmary tone. 
At length, however, the sounds from the 
qteakers became more elevated, and I could 
distinguish the voices of tbe queen and her 
husband, the Lord Damley. I continued 
steadOy pnrsamg my task, without taking 
much notice, autil the language of the speakers 
assumed a more impassioned eharactar, par- 
ticularly that of the king. Every word he now 
said, waa audible ; and he proceeded to use 
terms of such a threatening nature, that T laid 
down my pen, and rose with anxiety and alarm, 
in order, if necessary, to be in readiness to 
render assistanoe to the qaeen, shonld inter- 
ference be nnavoidable. 

Still the ahereation went <m ; and at length 
I heard something heavy fitU to the ground ; 
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while at the same instant, ber majesty's voioe, 

apparently half stifled, iras heard exclaiming : 

" Kzno — Rizno ! — Help me, or I shall be 
shun." 

A seeond appeal was unnecessary, for be- 
fore the last words were uttered, I was in the 
room. But what was my horror, on beholding 
my royal mistress stretched npon the floor, 
with Lord Damley standing over her, with an 
unsheathed da^er in his hand. He was in 
the act of demanding something, I knew not 
what, in the confusion of the moment ; bat lie 
swore a bitter oath that he would not quit the 
apartment, without obtaining what he sought, 
or shedding her heart's blood. In an instuit, 
I had thrust myself between the prostrate form 
of queen Ilf ary and her cowardly assailant, in 
order to shield my mistress from the murderer's 
arm. 

"Gracious, my lord!" I excltumed, "stand 
back, and let reason regain mastery over a pas- 
Moo that so ill becomes your grace." 

" Wretch, monster, Italian viper !" repUed 
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tbe young kisg; "how dar'st thou, unbidden, 
thus intrude upon mj privacy V and he rolled 
his eyes over me, as if he sought to intimidate 
me by the fierceness of his look. 

Regarding the prinoe fixedly, I answered : — 
" It is not the first time, sir, I have stood in 
the presence of kings, popes or emperors ; Htit 
never to witness such personages debased by 
an act hke this." Then pointing to the still 
prostrate Mary, I continued : " Bemember, 
sire, the situation of your wife and queen." 

The last word seemed to increase the fury of 
the young king, who, m a voice nearly choked 
by rage, exclaimed : 

'* My queen, sayest thou 7 We know of no 
superior here. I am her king at least, as well 
as her husband, and that she shall learn." 

" Insolent braggart," murmured Mary, " who 
made thee what thou art?" 

At these words the prince's paroxysm of r^e 
passed all bounds ; and rushing upon me to 
clear his way to tbe queen, he seized me rudely 
by the throat, with intent to hurl me aside. 
3 
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HoweTef, notwithstanding the dii^Mtrity in 
oor Jrears, I was h{« mfttcfa. The sitnation of 
the princess, atid the indig;tiatioii tbftt I Mt, 
gave back to mj einewB the energy of dajs 
hmg patted, while the skill I had attained in 
yoBth, in all martial exercises, was now 
tay salTation. Fmding me remst bis efforts, 
the king raised the right hand whereiit 
he had gvtt the dagger, eridently with the in^ 
tention of despatching me outright ; but I had 
learned in form^ days many e trick f<»' parying 
t^e poniard. St»inging- forwaHs ere Ae Mow 
descended, I seized the wrist of my assailant 
with both hands, then twisted the joint, ad- 
dibg a violent jerk of the arm. His wrist was 
nearly dislocated ; his grasp of the weapon 
gave way ; and snch free tiie Agonizing pain 
he endnred, that in the strtt^le he reeled back- 
wards, and ^ling, drew me along with bim, 
but uppermost and with the dagger now in my 
own hands. 

The queen in the meantime had risen, and I 
felt her gently lay her hand apon my arm. 
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Biai^ at once, and retirii^ some pacM from 
Biy fkllen adTersary, I gare np the poniard to 
the qaeen, well pleased to have it oat of my 
haed ; for there had been a moment during 
that brief period, when I feH but too mnch 
indined to nse it. 

Lord Damky likewise rose ; bat his wrath 
had now become mDen, and with a coontenance 
I shaU never forget, he retired to the door and 
opened H. Before be went however, he made 
a ^ni&cant and menadng gestm^ with hsi 
hand, saying in a k>w and bitter tsne : 

"Italian miscreant, beware i" 

Having ottered those few words, he disap- 
peared ; and I tnmed to the sad taskof offering 
oonsolfttion and advice, to a heart disappointed 
of its br^btest hopes, and deceived in its most 
reasonable expectations ; but she made me a 
sign not to speak. Then throwing herself 
upon a seat, and covering her &ce with her 
hands, Mary continued for a while, perfeetly 
motionlesB ; but, at length some train of cruel 
refiections seemed to take possessitm of her ; 
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and she Btmck her forehead with vehemence, 
wringing her hands and exclaiming wildlj, 

" ! shame, ehame, Mary Stuart ! Woe 
be onto thee, that thou should'st ever have 
Buffered the eyee to take the vantage ground 
of the understanding, judging 1^ the outward 
without thoroughly knowing the inward man." 

Though my advice, previous to Mary's mar- 
riage with the Lord Darnley, had ever been 
in opposition to that ill-fated union, I would 
not say one word which could recal the fact to 
the mind of tlie queen, now rendered such a 
sufferer by her decision. Sensible of the motive 
that kept me silent, she thus resumed : 

" lUzsio, Rizzio, worthy and valued friend, 
this is not the first time that our life has been 
preserved by thee. Oh, how thy wise counsels 
crowd in upon my brain, driving me to frenzy, 
now that it is too late to profit by them. I 
have blushed to confess to thee my safferings, 
which might have been avoided, had I listened 
to thee, though the picture yon then painted of 



tite man I chose, was bat delicately poartrayed 
vhen compared vith the dark aod horrible 
reality. Know you what he wants ? Know you 
what be dow demands ? Hie thiret now, is for 
the crown matrimonial, in granting which I 
sbould invest him with the sovereign authority, 
and render myself a mere nonentity in the 
state. Bnt were there no consideration of my- 
self, bow could I grant what would he ruinous 
to my people ? He has not pursued a line of 
conduct calcatated to authorize such a sacrifice 
upon my part ; still less to justify me in con- 
fiding th£ realm to bis government. No, he 
shall never he invested with the crown matri- 
monial ! It was this subject rankling at his 
heart, that led to our dispute. Not that be is 
nobly ambitious. It is but vanity, and the 
desire of obtaining a controul over the public 
treasury, that prompt him. He has no heart, 
Rizzio, and to any association with modesty, 
he has, alas, been long estranged. Women of 
dissolute courses, gamblers and dmukards, are 
the chosen associates of the king of Scotland. 
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To mysbame be it spokei 
to supply him witli the 
but wiUi his last demui 
Woold'st thoB believe 
played so deeply, that i 
needs vould have powc 
the crown, to raise thera 
his engagements, and ti 
fortune. My refusal 
rage : — He struck me 
•track me." 

As the queen utterec 
with difficulty she was ei 
cfaoaking indignation wh 
her breatli. She rose, a 
paced to and &o in the 
her hands vere pressed c 
Umes clasped tt^ether 
But tbe fountain of tea 
her heart seemed burstii 
passions too potent for n 
at her anxiously, I be 
glassy and frenzied expr 
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I ran to procore lome wftter ; and gently forcing 
her to a seat, eprinkled her temples, anti mobt- 
eadd her ashj lips, till at length, w if by a for- 
tunate effort (^ nature, her bosom, which had 
been motionlets, began to heave ; broken nghs 
burst from her ; and to my infinite joy a ing 
drop stole Irom her eyes, which was soon M- 
lowed hj a copioos flood of t«an. 

Hie Bufiering angel smiled opon me, at the 
same time gently pressing my hand as it sup- 
ported her in her chair. That rapturOns mo- 
ment repaid a v^d of woe. Mary felt and 
was moved by the affection of her serrant. I 
conM net Tepreaa the feelings of my heart, bnt 
tumiog away my head gave way to \be tears 
that rose into my eyes. 

Some time elapsed ere the queen conld sof- 
fidently collect ber scattered thought* to con- 
verse any more ; and when utterance returned, 
ber first words were"* 

" I am bewildered Rizzb. It eanaol be 
r«Blity, that which I fmcf has passed. It is 
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— h must be, a trinon, a fleetmg horrible 

dream." 

Dreading a relapse into her recent appalling; 
state, by soothing words and quiet reasoning I 
endeavoured to quiet her mind, without con- 
eealitg the tmth, or attempting to cast a doubt 
npon the reality^ of all that had occurred. She 
listened with ptunful attention ; but at length 
as all the circnmatances returned to memory 
she grasped my wriet, with a look th^ touched 
me to the heart, exclaiming — 

" I must lose my friend — ^Yes, Bizzio must 
abandon me for ever. ^ The knell of his death, 
if he stays, now rings in mine ears — * Italian 
miscreant, beware ! He said it ! He siud it ; 
and I now know these people better than once 
I did." 

She paused for a moment or two, and then 
proceeded — 

" Now mark me, Rizzio ; by the rood of 
Christ, he will not prove faithless to his word 
when it promises vengeance; and though he 
may not hare courage to act himself, he will 
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not want doers. You must from hence, and 
use despatch ; for if you stay, you are doomed. 
I see the finger of destiny pointing towards 
yoa." 

As the queen spoke, her eyes bent upon 
Tacancy, and her lips partially unclosed, aa if 
she were breathlessly gazii^ upon some object 
before her. 

. Calling up a smilA, which Heaven knows 
was not at all congenial to my feelings at that 
moment, I replied — 

"Most gracious soTCreign, I have devoted 
my life to your service, and I hope that .some 
trifling opposition to your pleasure will not 
greatly offend you," 

" Rizzio, I know thy loyalty, respect and 
persevering attachment ;" replied the queen ; 
" but even my personal safety is not to be pot in 
competition with the life of a friend, go true and 
(futhful as thyself, Scotland can posseoB no 
charms for thee, the native ofa happier and more 
polbhed land. As for thy disconsolate and 
ship-wrecked queen, she surveys the wide ex- 
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pause of life's tronbled ocean, bnt tea no 
shore across the trackless deep of desolation- 
no raj to ^d the borizon of despair. Even 
thon must not aid me — even thou must not 
guide me— eren tbon most not steer the half- 
wrecked vessel to the haven." 

" And shall it be the conduct of Bizmo," I 
asked, " to abandon bis royal mistress in such 
an bonr ? I bave passed by all life's brighter 
season, lady, and the little that remuns of the 
wasting sand, does not deserve a straggle to 



As I spoke I bent my knee, and with feel- 
ii^fs, periiaps too pbunlj shown, and clasped 
bands, I added — 

"Wby, why, madam, shoold yon seek to 
preserve the existence of a being, to whom 
every minute removed firom you would prove 
worse a thousand times than death. O ! 
generous mistress, spam me not from yon. 
Be yoar oommands whatever they may, I 
will show myself obedient. I will kiss the 
soil where<Hi yon tread. I will be yonr slave 
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yoot fofrtstool ; bat do not in mercy's name, 
do not diire me from you." 

For some minntes the qoeen remained tilent ; 
and, to all appearance nnconscions of the pos- 
tore I had assamed, seemed abswhed in won* 
der at my words. Then starting, as if from a 
deep reverie, she commanded me to rise, and 
answered — 

"Then knowest not the dan^en that eren 
now perchance beset thee; bat snch an appeal 
as thine must more any heart, not insensible to 
truth and. derotion," 

6he again paused for a few momenta meditat- 
ing, and then added as if speaking to herself — 

*' "No, no, be cannot — ^will not — dare not, in- 
tmde into sndi a place of refbge. That must 
at all erents be the place for the time, until 
the better sense of Bizzio yields to my en- 
treaty." 

Then turning to me, she added — 

" If I permit thee to remun here, for a short 
space, thon must implicitly follow the directions 
I shall give ; and in the first pUce to ensure 
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thy ea£e^. Within my deeping chamber, is 
one appropriated to my maidens. Beyond 
that is a third chamber communicating with no 
other in the palace. The latter shall be yonr 
abode each night. There thou mayest enjoy 
thy ahunber nnmolested ; for no asaasBin, I 
trust, will dare to encroach upon my place of 
rest, through which, as well as through that of 
my attendants, he most pass ere he could harm 
thee. By day thy post shall always be within 
my aght, or within that of guards on whom 
I can depend. Bat to turn away the threat- 
ening storm, thon must leave Scotland for a 
time, and as soon as may be. We bare con- 
fidential despatches of the ntmost importance 
for the dnke and the cardinal of Lorrune, 
which, when completed, shall be committed to 
thy cfaai^. The replies must only be con- 
fided to one, whose integrity, like thine own, is 
unimpeachable. All things change ; and the 
time will not be long ere thou shalt retpm." 
The qneen then rose, and onlocking the door 
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of B Bmitll cbamber eontuning a select library, 
and all the private documents connected with 
state afiairs as well as with her own fiimily, 
bade me enter and turn the key on the inner 
tdde. 

" Here thoa must remain a prisoner," she 
said, with a &int smiie ; " until I hare com- 
manded the necessary precautions to be taken. 
Thy studious habits will enable thee to find 
among those literary stores sufficient occapa- 
tion for the bnun. At the same time, I shall 
not forget, that the body requires aliment as 
well as the mind." 



It is consolatory that I hare attained one 
great olject in life. I have served her to whom 
my whole heart, and soul are devoted. That 
idea keeps my mind from giving way entirely. 
Z know not why, bat my blood seems curdled, 
my pulse is weak, and the stream of life seems 
to move dower than it i> wont. I will banish 
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theM idle &iicies and seek ooosolation in the 
pages of Bome &.vomite author. 



I bare been paring over the Jnferao of 
Duite, a maflter-piece of human iuTention, 
a boTBt of poetic genius nnmatched by the 
modans, and in my humble opinion not sar- 
passed by the anoente. What a vast field is 
here laid opoti for the study of any one who 
Tentures to scan the regions beyond the grave. 
Popes with their cosdaves, emperors and kings, 
philosopb^« and Bcribes, men of every call- 
ing, appear, on summoniDg up the last account, 
hardly more dignified than the s^rf and boor 
tbe proud were nont to trample c/a.. The sword 
of the conqueror is as nought in the estimaUon 
of another v<»ld ; but ti^pen in the hand of 
geaioB is of mighty import. History may rC' 
cord the sanguinary battles of tbe one, wbidt 
are ^edily Uotted out by struggles no less 
bloody, while tbe thouglitB of the other gp 
down to age a^r age, affecting the opinions and 
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the feelings and the condnct of generatione un- 
bom. 

Let the man who is desirous of emnlating an 
Alexander or a Cmasr, cast his eye upon the 
p^es of Dante, and lo ! hk pride is btunbled 
to the dust ! 

Why should we tremble at the shadowy vale 
of death so inimitably described by the poet I 
We know from earliest youth tiiat the grave 
is the only certain bourn to which our steps 
all tend. Instead of shunning the contempla- 
tion, we shotdd aecustom ourselves to the idea 
of that which is inevitable, and welcome death 
as an expected guest, when he arrives like a 
friend to disburthen us from the accumulated 
miaenee of long years. My course through 
existence has been of a bu8]^ nature. I hare 
witnessed little to praise, much to reprehend ; 
and when towards the close of li& I enquire 
what is the sum of my life's labour, a blank 
presents itself, my only consolation being, an in- 
ternal conviction that if little hoe been achieved 
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I am not debased in my own esteem, bat 
boldly dare call in evidence my own conscience, 
fearless of the result. 



I have just receired my repast from the 
qoeea'B table, and with it a note written by her 
own hand, which has given zeat to food that 
otherwise might hare remaned unta9te<t. She 
tellfl me that erery measure has been adopted 
to insure my personal safety, that she has em- 
ployed discreet persons to watch all the move- 
ments of the king for the purpose of Irastrat- 
ing any design against me, shonld such be 
entertained ;' and she concludes her letter by a 
more kind and &miliar signature than she ever 
used be&re in irtriting to her servant, 

" Thine assured friend Marie R." 



I have been so long absorbed in deep medi- 
tatioQ that the grey twilight has stolen upon . 
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me unobserved, while gathering clouds seem to 
forbode a, stormy night. 



One of queen Mary's ladies has famished 
me with a lamp ; and informs me that soon after 
the hour of nine her majesty's confidential 
servant will present himself to conduct me to 

' my place of rest. Rest did I say ? Alas, these 
aching lids seem as if sleep were gone &om 
them for ever. Why does the icy hand of 
terror at intervals seem to seize my heart! 
What have I to fear but the sadden stoppage 
of life's warm current which could but flow on 
for a few short years, ere age at the bidden 
time, carried me to the dark beam of all 
humanity t 

Ob happy scenes of youthliil bliss, in what 

■ vivid colours ye now appear before me ! All 
fled as well as every hope of once more 
treading my native soil of Turin. My &ther 
too — Gracious Heaven, how corporeally his 
image seems to stand before me ! and now at 
VOL. III. p . 
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his side, io I where my stunted mother directs 

her eyes npoo me with a piteons look ! 

Hark the tapping at my portal announces 
that I am summoned to my coach ! 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



So Rimo here thou art at last lodged withm a 
few spans of the creature thou hast adored with 
dutiful obedience and unchanging attachment. 
May the angel of peace guard her slumbers and 
dispel from her mind all remembrance of the 
horrors of the past day. Although resigned 
to my fate, whether it be good or evil, I would 
fain live awhile, that 1 may shield my mistress 
from a host of ills that I see impending over 
her. That dark, subtle, remoreelese English 
queen is her deadliest foe ; but Catherine de 
Medicis is an enemy too, and one of ancient 
p 2 
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date, though her hatred has been fbmented by 
the politic and insidious agent of Elizabeth, 
Francis Walsingham. The Guises have lost 
much of their intlueuce in the state of France ; 
and should civil discord arise in Scotland, as I 
prt^nosticate will again be the case ere long, I 
know not what assistance, if any, would be 
granted to my queen by hing Charles IX. of 
France, who acts but under the guidance of his 
mother. 

Fearful as are the dangers surrounding my 
royal mistress, some remedy might still be de- 
vised, and a happy result of the struggle in- 
sured, were not the deadliest weapons un. 
sheathed against her — religious fonaticism and 
the disadection of her own subjects, originating 
in the violent opposition of the tenets of Calvin 
to those of the see of Rome. It b this which 
givra such fatal power in Scotland to the queen 
of England, the very doubtful legitimacy of 
whose birth, holds her in a constant state of 
apprehension, which will never be quiet«d while 
Mary lives. Persons who have had less in- 
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flight than myself into the intrigues of courts, 
and have not seen the intercepted commuoica^ 
tiona which have come nnder my observation, 
might conclude that this is an opinion of pas- 
sion and prejudice; but I know irell what I 
say ; and let time, the great unraveller of all 
myeteries, speak for itself.* 

« « * * * 

* Ai the mBDiucrtpt of Biccio does not enter upon any 
particular detaila respecting tbe machiaatiani practiaed 
against Maiy, we iuaert the following quotation from 
Chalmers'i Life of that princess, vol. i. p. 260, &c. 

"About the lame •time, the king and queen caused 
Murray and bia guilty aasociates to be Bummoned. as a 
preliminary step for being adjudged as traitors : and for 
this end a parliament was called to meet at Edinbui^h on 
the 4cti of February, 1565-6. Other measures were taken 
to ttrengthen the ruling powen and to weaken Murray's 
faction. 

" Meanwhile, Murray's fiends and partiEans occupied 
the whole of the qiieen'a government, particularly secre- 
tary Maitland, which vai only another name for talents 
and perfidy ; and of course it was an easy taBk'for such 
men to find reason* which induced the queen to prorogue 
the parliament from the 4tb of February to the 7th of 
March, with a notification to the guilty nobles that their 
trials would certainly proceed on the 12tb of March. 
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How dismally the wind howls, driving in 6tfiil 
gnats the fiiUing nun against my casements. 



About the Mine time aitiTedat Edinbu^h m Bmbftstador 
from tbe French king, and de*p«tch<a trom the Scottish 
ambaaaador at Paris, giving the queen advice, which ihe 
leema to have followed, not to pardon the espotriated 

" In the mean time, a conspirac}' had been formed in the 
preceding January for the relief of those uoblei. The 
chief conspirators were Morton, Maitland, Ruthveo, and 
Idndaay- They had intended to carry this concert into 
action on the 4th of February if the parliament had not 
been prorogued, which nai no doubt owing to their in- 
trigues. A-fter the prorogation of parliament, that con- 
spiracy Hssunied a different shape. It was now resolved, 
with the artifice peculiar to Haitland. to make Damley 
the patron of this plot, and the dupe of the contpiratort. 
This puerile youth had been diaappoiuted at the proroga- 
tioD of parliament, in which he expected the cr<rtcn ma- 
trimonial for himself, and the forfeiture of the guilty 
nobles aa public examples, though the gratification of his 
enmity was his real object. Geoi^ Douglas, his mother'a 
bastard brother, was Morton's ilistrument to work upon the 
weakness of Damley, to shew him that he was wronged 
in not having the crowa matrimoninl, and that he had not 
the influence in the government to which he was entitled 
itaia hia birth, hia marriage, and his merit. Damley was 
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Piteous must be the state of the poor High- 
lander traversing the gloomy moant^ns, but 



tbiis induced to enter into ttie viewi of the conspimtore, 
aad hia bther, Lennox, wu «> ireak, by engaffog in the 
lame concert, u to fortify his ion's folly. They entered 
into the most guilty writings of agreement forefiectusting 
their sereral objects. The queen on the 7th of March, 
15G5-6, opened the psrliament; and to give more solem- 
nity to the constitutional ceTeokOD;,' she asked her hus- 
band, who TTBs panting for the crown matrimonial, to ac- 
company her. But he refused, preferring his paitjme to 
hii parliamentary duty, and evincing that hia heart was 
estranged, from iJie elegant woman who had given him 
every boon except her sceptre, and had risked her person 
for his benefit. The queen had no intimation of this 
conspiracy, or its object, or its victim. Her women were 
all feithfully attained to her through life ; but they knew 
nothing of the secrets of ruffians. Her men servanti 
were all fikithfiil. Her private teeretary, Riecio, would 
HAVB DIED FOR HBR; but he was a foreigner, and was 
of course unacquainted with the horrible practices of the ' 
Scotch statesmen, reformed as they were, having no reli- 
f^oa or morals. The whtHe officers of state were con- 
cerned in this conspiracy, under secretary Maitland, the 
contriver of it, whose duty required him to watch over 
tlie safety of the queen, with the stability of the state. 
Add to all these, the king and his father, who were two 
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when he reaches his hut, locked in the srma of 
rude health, upon his heathy bed, he sleeps full 
sound and rises invigorated for the lahour of 
the coining day. Yet h«^ am I, with every 
comfort spread around, vwoly invoking the 



of the moit active ctraspiraton in a plot which is nnex- 
ftmpled in the aniikls of viDiuy. Elizabeth and Cecil 
nere, bj ■ joint letter from Bedford and Randolph, com- 
pletely infonned <rf' the whole dettui of this ihocking con- 
■piiacy, wAtcA they received Kith gbbat iatibf action, 
and the; took into their protection Morton and Ruth- 
ven, and other complottera in the horrid deed : to that 
Elizabeth and her secretaiy Ceril nay be properly con- 
■idered ax acceaaariea both before and after the fact. It 
does not appear what benefidal end* were to be attained 
by the murder of the queen's secretaiy; and it seems 
more extraordinRry that such an act in a country of bar- 
bahant should hare reqnired the interference of all the 
officers of the state, whereas the deed might have been 
perpetrated 1^ a single suborned •asassin. As no possible 
reason therefore is adduced for this alleged conspirai^y, 
we are rather prompted to'infer that the atsassination of 
Rizxio was bat one link of a chain, and that his sohtaiy 
immotatioD, prior to the eicplouon of the contemplated 
act, originated in the vengeance of the king, in eoniequenee 
of the scene developed in the manuicript of the unfor- 
tunate secretary." Avthor. 
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blessings of repose, which still refuses to visit 
my eyelids. 

Still the tempest roars tmabated, in fear- 
ful harmony with my unsettled spirits, while 
dark forebodings of evil tread fast upon 
each other's heels. Heaven is my witness that 
this agitation comes from no thought of myself. 
My only apprehensions are for the queen ; tor, 
as in a vista I behold scene arising after scene 

all fraught with nothing but misfortune. 

Avaunt appalling visions ! I yet will court the 
influence of sleep. 

» » • * 

My Acuities have been benumbed for some 
hours by a sort of leaden apathy ; for sleep I 
cannot call it. It has had no renovating influ- 
ence upon my frame ; it has given no refresh- 
ment to my mind. It has been a trance, the 
counterpart of death. Yet visions which my 
brtun never till now engendered have floated 
before me, [n-esenting scenes so horrible, and 
phantasms so ghastly as still &pp^ me, 
though conscious they were empty mockeries, 
p 3 
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The first faint streak of light across the east, 
bespeaks approaching dawn; but the tinge 
looks red and gloomy as if the angry elemente 
had not yet spent their fury. This will be 
a dark and stormy day. Why should such an 
ominous looking dawn as this, or a night like 
that just past, oppress a mind unconscious of 
error, while the wretch, steeped to the lips in 
guilt, revels unthinkingly the hours away. — And 
yet is it possible that Darnley can have enjoyed 
repose, he who could so shamelessly misuse the 
founder of his fortunes, a woman — a queen — 
the paragon of womankind ? — I am bewildered 
in a labyrinth of thought ; and if I proceed to 
question further, doubts might arise which re- 
ligion wills I should not listen to." 

• * « ' « 

I hare been meditating on my probable fate, 
and have adopted a resolution which I will 
forthwith execute. To the hands of my gra- 
cious mistress shall be committed these records 
of my life. I will pray her highness, in the 
event of any evil fate befalling me, that she will 
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be pleased to remit my manuscript to tlie care 
of her uQcle tbe duke of Guise, Id order to its 
being deposited among the arcliives of her 
bouse ; for, howeyer ineignificaDt tbe memoirs of 
sucb a lowly being as myeelf, I may neverthe- 
lees bave recorded some events known only to 
the actors and myself. My packet fiball be 
sealed ; and only in tbe event of my death shall 
it be opened. Her majesty perchance will then 
deign to glance over the p^es, and may learn 
when lean no longerblusb at the exposureofmy 
errors, that if I bave had the audacity to cherish 
love for a queen, I have still possessed sufficient 
mastery over myself never to divulge my pas- 
sion until tbe tomb has received at once my love 
and life. 

* * * * * 

I have taken the morning's repast in the 
same private study to which I was yesterday 
conducted by my sovereign, and in which she 
has intimated her pleasure t,hat I shojild con- 
tinue for the present, graciously adding that in 
the course of the day she wilt visit me. Until 
that happy moment I will wile away tbe hours 
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in adding here and there a few words of expla- 
nation to my narratiTe, especiallj at the begin- 
ning. 

• * • * * 

The qneen has just left me, after giving me 
every assurance, that under her protection 
naught of ill can assail me. Alas, she knows 
not that it is for her I fear, far more than for 
myself. Of the king's motions, no tidings have 
hitherto been obtained ; but, I find that infor- 
mation was received last night by her majesty, 
which must expedite my mia«on to the duke of 
Uuise, the safety of whose life is threatened 1^ 
the heretical faction in Prance, who do not hesi-. 
tate to use the assassin's dagger, which they 
chai^ others with employing. Doubtless, 
they are instigated by the evil councils of 
queen Elizabeth. One happy evening, how- 
ever, shall I pass before 1 go; for it is her 
majesty's desire, that I shonld sup with her 
and the countess of Aigyle, who is anxious to 
hear my method of accompanying the melodies 
of Scotland, of which the c^neen is so exceed- 
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ingly fond, O ! harmony, sweet harmony, 
thou that hast ever held the mast«r key of my 
Boul, why, at this moment of sorrow, does -it 
appear that even thy sweet infloence is power- 
less oyer me. I remember well, that in hap- 
pier times, the wish of her majesty to hear my 
efiforts, bore me to the highest heaven. I was 
so eager of her applause, that at the first notes, 
my voice seemed to borrow a transient inspir- 
ation ; but now, no such enthusiasm is felt, 
and the thrill of ecstasy vibrates in my breast 
no more. Such a state of apathy, in one whose 
mind was ever active, cannot be the result of 
apprehension alone. There is a secret some- 
thing, that tells me of misfortune, with the voice 
of prophecy. In this region of second s^bt I 
should perhaps be told, that I had partially re- 
ceived the (gift of seeing the shadow of coming 
events. I have indeed, too fatally learned to 
foreknow sufficient of futurity, during my resi- 
dence here, to instruct me what will be the &te 
of others ; but as regu^ls myself, the page is 
sealed." 
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" Alas, books afford me no relief; for the 
attention rambles from the subject beneath my 
eye ; and a wandering sort of Tacancy has 
taken possession of my mind approaching to 

insanity Ah ! yonder hangs the rosary 

borne by the queen, when she followed her 
husband, the departed Francis, to perform the 
last sad offices to hb clay ; and attached thereto 
is the effigy of our martyred Saviour, which 
has so oftentimes received her reverential kiss; 
Surely there can be no evil in carrying it to 
yonder oratory, and there offering up my prayers 
to God !" 



I have been summoned to the cabinet of the 
queen. All that now remains for me to ac- 
comj^sb, is to affix my signature to this im- . 
perfect record of a life, drawing to a close I do 
believe. If my existence is still protected, I may 
continue and correct it. If not, there are still 
some eyes which will peruse It with interest, 
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and one perhaps will drop a tear over the nar- 
rative of !l^zzio's feelings, acts and failings. 
" Datid Rizzio." 
The Abbey op Holy Rood, 
Hercfa 9ih, 1567. 

Thus terminates the narrative of the unfor' 
tunate ItJzzio, to which we shall now suhjoin, 
with some trifling alterations in the style, an 
English version of the French letter written 
by queen Mary, immediately after her secre- 
tary's murder, to her uncle, the duke of Guise, 
to whose custody, she, at the same time, for- 
warded the manuscript of her ftuthful servant. 

" To our dearly and well beloved kinsman 
and uncle the Duke de Guise. 

" Public report, has no doubt made you 
acquainted with the atrocious act perpetrated 
in my presence, at this residence of Holy- 
rood, on the dth of the current month. Your 
personal knowledge of my poor deceased ser- 
vant, and the interest uniformly taken by you 
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in bis welfare, ioduces me to send your high- 
nesB fkrth^ iDfonuation of the facte that oc- 
curred after the close of the accompanying 
memoir, the perusal of which has awakened 
many painful recollections. But the subject 
matter, is such, that a knowledge of the same 
will, I am convinced, overpay yon the pains of 
reading these papers. 

" On coming to the private cabinet, whereto 
I had invited him, Rizzio found me alone, as the 
eouatess of Ai^le had not as then made her 
appearance, and falling upon his knee, he pro- 
duced from beneath his cloak, the packet now 
sent, (No, II.) humbly aolicitmg that I would 
deign to become its depositary, and in the 
event of his death, cause the same, after having 
read it myself, to be transmitted to you, to 
be laid up with other papers referring to our 
afiairs. 

All this time he was much moved, as know- 
ing that Jiis death was at hand, which God he 
knows, I did in no way anticipate. Much 
touched by his trouble, I commanded him to 
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rise, at the same time notifying my accordance 
with his desires. No eooner had he taken his 
seat, than oar good sister of Argyle appeared, 
who had long expressed a desire to hear some 
of our Scottish aire performed by Biccio on 
the riol. The duchess was speedily followed 
by our brother the commendator of Holyrood, 
the laird of Creich, (Beaton) and Arthur Ers- 
kine, when, in such quiet manner, we con- 
versed a time, the more especially by reason of 
my evil disposition, (illness) having well nigh 
attained the aereoth month of my pr^nancy. 
By desire, Biccio then commenced hb melodies, 
accompanying the same by his voice, and in 
such a peculiar woeful strmn that there was not 
an eye present but testified a sorrowful feeling. 
It was then hard upon the seventh hour of 
evening, and our valets had served for supper, 
when our husband most unexpectedly presented 
himself, and forthwith placed himself in a chair 
at our side. While engaged at the repast, for 
the which, I felt little appetite, from the mo- 
ment of the king's entrance, the countess of 
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■tuieei tlie coireetion hu been wrong, mA the ofigmri 
right ; bnt the correction! ve all in Mf, Irelnad'i hand. 
ThcM facts afford, I am nell aware, no concluuTC eri- 
Aatee that Mr. Ireland had any authentic documenti of 
Rizsdo'i before bim nhen be wrote, ctcu m> much at the 
fragments nbicb I conceive may have been his ; but nich 
deaurepanciea have made me doubt the juatice of the 
opinion which I formed at first, that the work was whoIlT 
and entirely Mr Ireland's own ; and I think it only juat 
to the public and mjaelf to state that doubt, and the 
grounds on which it ii founded. Where I have found 
any very glaring error in tboae parts which are un- 
doubtedly modem, I have corrected it ; but I hare been 
roost unwilling to alter the manuscript in anything, ex- 
cept in point of style; lest the good humoured world 
should feel inclined to throw an additional burden upon 
ahonlders which have sins enough to carry of tlieir own- 
Editok. 
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